
Bennington Colle ge 

Presents 

Martha Graham
and 

Dance Company 

LOUIS HORST, MusicalDirector 

Sunday und Monday July 2nd and 3rd, 1944 in the Theatre 

I 

EL PeniTente

Music
Properties 
Costume s 

• • • • 

• 

Characters: 

Penitent • • 
Christ Fi gure • 
Mary Figure 

Virgin ) 
Magdalen • 
Mother ) 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• • 

Action: 

1. Entrance of Performers 
2. FlaGellation of Penitent 
3. Visi on of Penitent 

The Virgin Pleads 
The Christ Blesses 

4. Death Cart 

• 
• 

• 

Louis Horst 
Isamu Noguchi 
Edythe Gilfond 

• 

• 

Erick Hawkins
Merce Cunningham

Martha Graham 

The Death Cart is the symbol for sin. 
5. Seduction 

The Magdalen seduces the Penitent 
6. The Fall of Man 
7. The Christ condemns
8 . The Penitent bears the cross on his back 
9. The Crucifixion 

The Penitent atones and wins salvation 
10. The Festival Dance 

The Penitentes are a sect that believes in purification from 
sin through severe penance. Even today. in both Old and New 
Mexico they practise their ancient rites, including t he crucifixion. 
The dance bears no factual relationship to t hese practices, but is 
done rather as a story told after the manner of the old minstrels. 
The three figures enter, assume their cha racters, and perform a s a 
group of players acting in a Mystery Play. The action is di vided 
by a return to the entrance theme. The Festival Dance at the end 
is a version of a popular dance of celebrationwithout ritualistic 
content. 

- Intermission -
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II 

" Deaths AND Entrances

Music • • 
ArtisticCollaboration 
Costumes • • 

• 

• 

Hunter Johnson 
Arch Laute rer 
Edythe Gilfond 

This is a Legend of the heart's life. The action takes place 
in a ro om and the halls of an ancient house. It concerns three sisters, 
"doom eager" as t ho three Bronte siste rs were "doom eager", to fulfill . 
their destiny . 

It concerns the restl ess pac ings of the heart on some winter 
evening. The r e are reme.. brance s of childhood, cert ain dramatizations 
of' well-knownobjects dreams of romance hatreds bred of longings 
and madness It is "imagination ki nd l ed at antique fires". 

The r e a re "Deaths and Entrances" of hopes, fears, remembrances, 
dreams and the r e is ultimate vision. 

This is es::; ontially a l egend of poetic experience rather than a 
stor y of i ncid ent . In the secret life of the heart there are 
invisibltJ actors and "Deaths and Entrance s" with no barriers of 
period or time Rathe r, ther e is a suspension of time and subsequent 
intensification of experience at the sight of some simpl e remembered 
ob ject; a shel l, a glass goblet, a vase. 

The characte rs are: 

The three sisters: 

The three remembered children: 

The dark beloved: 

Tho poetic beloved: 

The cavaliers: 

.. 
Martha Graham 
Sophie Maslow 
Jane Dudley 

Nina Fonaroff 
Pearl Lang 
Marjorie Mazia

Erick Hawkins 

Me rce Cunningham 

Jolm Butler
Richard Hylton 

The title is a line from a poem by Dylan Thomas. 

- Intermission-

III 

"EVERY SOUL IS A CIRCUS" 

A Satire 

Music • • • • Paul Nordof.f 
Set • • • • • Philip Stapp 
Costumes • • • • Edythe Gilf ond 
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Characters of the Ar enic World

Empress of the Arena
Ring Master • • 
Acrobat • 
Ideal Spectator • 
First Arenic Performer 
Othe r Arenic Performers 

• 

• 

• 

i,ction: 

Martha Graham 
Erick Hawkins
Merce Cunningham
Jane Dudley 
Nina Fcnaroff 

• Sophie Maslow PearlLang
MarjorieMazia Ethel 'Ninter 

Prologue : Empress 
The RingMaster
Parade • 

of t he Arena • • • MarthaGraham 
• 

Training Ring • • 
Entrance of the Spectator 
The Show Begins: Sta r Turn
Garland Entry • 

Arenic World (a) Triangl e 
Poses and Plastiques

ArenicWorld (b) Duet 
Aerial Inte rlude . • 

• ErickHawkins 
Sophie Maslow Marjorie r.;e. zia, Nina Fonaroff
Pearl Lang , Ethe l Winter
• 

• 

Martha Graham and ErickHawkins
Jane Dudley 
MarthaGraham 

So phie Maslow Pearl Lang Marjorie Mazia
Ethel Winter Merce Cunningham 

Marth.. a Graham Erick Hawkins Merce Cunninngham
Nina Fona roff, Sophie Maslow Pearl Lang 
Marjorie Mazia Merce Cunningham

Martha Graham and Eric k Hawkins
Nina Fonaroff, Sophie Maslow ?earl Lang, 
MarjorieMazia Ethel Winter Merce Cunningham

12 . Fi nale • • • Entire Company

This is not the lite r a l circus of canvas and sawdust ring but a c i rcus of 
ridiculous s i tuations and silly behaviors. In eve ry woman there is the 
desire to be featured in a "star turn," as the apex of a triangl e and a s 
the be l oved of a duet . In the life of every woman there is s ome fo rc e 
whic h , however temporarily , ho lds the whip hand . Throughout the circus of 
he r life every woman is he r own most appreciative s pectator. I n t his circus 
of t he silly woman's life, the sumtotal of episodes and of interl udes does 
not add up t o mature di gnity but to a tragic, addled confusion. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
CH 0 Reograph:Y • 
Assistant Pianist 

• 
• 

• Martha GRAHAM 
Helen Lanfer 

Stage. management by Merrell Hopkins 
lighting designed and executed by Joann Straus, 

Rita Friedman and Margot Loebl 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Exe 1 us i ve Management

AUST I N Wilder 745 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 
The conce r ts on July 2nd and 3rd, 1944, mark the 10th anniversary 

of the col l aborati on of Bennington College with artists in the fiel ds 
of the dance, music for dance, and designfor dance. Over this period 
various wo rks have been commissioned and have had their premi er es at 
Bennington. In the current program, t wo of these works, "El Penitente" 
.... ....,...:1 lt n.-. ......... i.. .... ..... ....... ..:1 v- +-- ...... -- -- '' ____ ,__.: ________ ..__~ 
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Charac te rs of the Ar enic Tiorld: 

Empress of the .r,. rena 
Ri ng I<aster • • 
J._crobn.t • • 
Idea l Specta tor • 
First ;,renic Performer 
Other Arenic Performers • 

h.c t i on : 

~. :artha Graham 
Erick Hawki ns 
rr:erce Cunni ngham 
Jane Dudley 
1: ina Fcnaroff 
Sophie Ea.slow, ?earl Lani;, 

1.:nrj orie i.lazia, Ethel Winter 

Prologue : E::npress of t he 1~ rena • • 1:'.artha Graham 
Srick Havrki ns The Ring hlaster • • 

Par ade • • .S ophi8 f,:aslovr, LarjoriR r.;azia, 1\ina 2ona r off , 
?earl Lang , Ethel Wi nter 

1 . Tra i ning Ring • : .~a rtha Grahan and Erick Hav:kins 
Jane Dudley ~ . ~ntrance of the Spectator • 

ci . The Sho~ SeGi ns : Star ~urn 
7 . Garl c.nd :::ntry 

: ;u r tha Graha:n 
So phie I.:aslow, ?earl Lani:; , :;ur jori e I.:az ia, 
t:tlle l ·::i nter , Me rc e Cunningham 

3 . 
9 . 

.h.rcinic ·:iorld (a) Tri angl e 
11 Pos2s ancl Pl ast i que s 11 

!·.~a rtLi. ·~'. r r;. '.1~\; r, , Eri cl- L :dd,1s, : erce Cun:c:i r.p):.an 
!J ina Fona ro t'f, Sophie r.~a slovr , .r'e arl Lang 
;~ rjori e !~z ia, Llerce Cunningham 

l ·:i . ,.renic ·.'/o rld (b) Duet Martha Grahan and Erick Eavrkins 
:tl ina Fonar off , SophiR Tl'.a slow, Pear l Lang , 
Ilarj orie 0!a zi a , Ethe l rvinter, He rce Cunni ngham 

11. Aer i al Int e rlude . 
' ') .1. ~ · ? i nale • • • • • • • Ent ire C o~pany 

This is no t t he lite r a l ci rcus of canvas and sawdust ring 'but a circus of 
ridiculous situations and s illy behaviors. In ever y woman t he re is the 
d::is ire to bci featured in a 11 star tu r n , 11 as the apex of a triangl e and a s 
the be loved of a due t. In t he life of e ':rer y ·.voman the r e is sone fo rc e 
v:hic h, ho\"/e':e r tem;iorarily , ho l ds the wh i p hand . Throughou t t :-ie circus of 
he r life every wor..an is he r own nos t ap tJ rec i at ive s pe ctator. I n t his circus 
of the silly w~~gn's li fe , the sum tota l of epi s odes and of i nte rludes does 
not add up to r.i.ature dignity but to a tragic, addled confusion. 

. . . . . . 
CHOR.i.:.C1GFV\P:::' • 
Assis tant ?ianist 

• • • . . . 
• • 

. . . . 
hlARTHA GRAHAM 
He len Lanfer 

Stag~ ~.anagement by Merrell Hopkins 
Li Gtt ing desi gned and executed by Joann Straus, 

Rita Friedman and Margot Loebl 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Exc l us ive Management 

AUSTIN WILD~~ 745 Fifth AvenUE~, N€w York City 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The conc erts on Ju l y 2nd and 3rd, 1944 mark the 10th anniversary 

of the col l aborati on of Bennington College with artists in the fields 
of the dance music for dance , and designfor dance. Over this period 
vari ous works have been commissioned and have had their premi er es at 
Bennington. In the current program, t wo of t hese works, El Penitente 11 

and Deaths and Entrances" ar e being presented. 




