
GALLEY 

5 A pril 1960 

Statements on the Constitution Committee 

"The fundamental problem facing the Cons ti tition Committee is the 
devising of a. constitution the.t will be simple, workable, and r epre -
sentative of the several Bennington interests and the interests of 
the Community a.t large. This i s a practical problem, not necessar i ly to 
be solved by a. rigid adherence to one theory of cons titutiona.l gove·rn-
ment or another. 1 would like to see a. commit tee the. t is not bound in 
a.dva.nee to an inflexible point of view. What I want is a Committee t ha.t 
will shape its point of view to specific Bennington interests and needs , 
as it comes to understand them through the public hearings that the 
Community itself he.s gone on record as desiring. Therefore I hope that 
those faculty members and students who are elected to the Cons ti tu tional 
Revision Committee will explore every cnnsti tutional proposal br ought 
be f or e it, before drafting its own document. The general solu tion 
mi ght then flow from particular questions and problems."

Gene Ba.ro 

* * * * * * * * 
" To take a position on constitutional structure a.t the present 

time--befoee substa.ntidal exploration and delibera.tion--a.ppea.rs pre-
mature to me. I a.m aware thatmany individualshave so exploredand 
deliberated, but the community has not. without a.ppropria. te community 
deliberatinn a. constitutioncan only be imposed, and not construc t ed. 

"Furthermore, it seems to me that there is a. logical priori ty to 
be obeerved in the cnnsidera ti on of cnnsti tu tiona.l problems. Wha. tever 
t he list of problems (an d I have no desire to limit- it to the ones of 
cnncern to me) structural issues would eeem to belong a.t the end . Two 
prob lems I would like to see thoroughly expl ored first through open 
hearings and discussionwould be: 

~a.) Jurisdiction; It ha.s been noted by others that the COmmunity
contains divisions (specifically the administration, the faeulty and 
the students) of substantially differing size, composition, interes t 
and a.uthoity. What a.re the area.s ea.ch group would insist upon kee pi ng 
exempt from legislation by the other groups? Will the others a. gree ? Only 
a.fter a.bill of rights and exemptions has been drawn up--a.nd a.greed to:
will it be possible to proceed with the problem of a cnnstitution pro-
viding for the realistic legislation of other issues

"b ) Apathy: Are members of the Bennington Community truly uni nterested 
i n comnunity government? I f so, why? Is anything to be done a.bout it? 
Perhaps what we call apathy is a. complete absence of experience i n group 
deliberation and action, plus an a.bsenee of clear and effective channels 
f or the expresiion of group (a.nd individual) inteests. Any meani ngfu l 
constitution will have to reflect a. knowledge of the answers to t hese 
a.nd s:imilar questions
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When matters suhh as the foregoing have ben debated and settled 
sa tisfactorly the committee wj_ ll be able to move to the second order 
of business: structure composition, representation and the like."

Mor ton Klass 

* * * * * * * * 
"Because I am not trulyconvinced of the validity of either the 

unitarian viewpo int or that of its opposition, I am submitting my name 
as a independent. It would be helpful if there were represented on the 
committee s:mmeone with a definite prejudice The goal of the committee 
formulating a cnnstitution incorporating some of the objectives of both 
factions, which are radically differs in orientation, thus resulting 
in a j udicious, reasonable compnomise, acceptable to the majority of 
students faculty and adminis t ration. An independent is in a oposition 
to weigh evidence on both sides, thus facilitating the formulationof a 
constitution which is representative of the whole community, not 
dis tine t factions."

Thelma Bullock 

* * * * * * * * 
"Independent". - Brenda Goldberg 

* * * * * * * * 
"As a candidate for this committee, I am definitelycommitted to a 

pluralist point of view. I believe that it is desirable for decisions 
affecting the entire community to take place within the framework pro-
vided by our constitutinn, and that this can be effected only by recog-
nizing the existence of factions with differing interests and areas of 
compenenoe. An effective constitution must provide some initial outline 
of these areas. If it is to be realistic, it must recognize that cer-
tain areas of jurisdiction (for example, the righ t of the faculty to 
vote on candidatesfor graduation), cannot be challenged. If it is to 
pr ovide opportunityty for genuine democratic govennment, it must provide 
channels through which most areas of jurisdictioncan be challenged. 

"I have chosen not to affilicatemyself with those pluralists who 
are running as a group, because I believe that in the absence of an 
organized opposition the community cannot express i t e e.tti tude toward 
the pluralistprinciple t hrough its vo t e. 

JaneH. Terpening 
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