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The Stately Old Maple

By Eleanor Martin
and Phoebe Judge

Bennington College is notorious

for the academic freedom it allows its

students. It’s a privilege to attend a school
where we can study what we are passionate
about and what we love, a schoo! that trusts
us to make many of our own scholastic
decisions.  During these past. couple
weeks we’ve watched many of our fellow
studén(s act downright bratty when the
administration denied them a “freedom”
that almost any other institution would
have forbidden long ago. Is the porn tree
really the biggest problem on our campus
right now? It’s certainly being addressed as
such.

Thelastissueof the BFPrepeatedly
referred to the porn tree as Bennington
“culture.”. It was labeled a “shared value.”
We're trying to speak for those students
who don’t el that the porn tree is part
of the life they live ai Bennington. Some
of us did not treasure the porn tree as our
“culture,” 1t’s not thal we have any strong
feelings one way or the other. In fact, it's
just the opposite: we don’t really, pardon
the expression, give a shit about the porn
tree, It's bewildering and upsetting that
this is what the campus has chosen to fight
for. Has Bennington ever fought so-hard
for something academic, something that
directty concerns our educalion?

“We really don't,
pardon the expres-
sion, give a shit
about the porn
tree”

After reading the first issue of the
BFP and (alking to a few people who were
especially beholden to the “iree,” we can't
help but [eel that Bennington students are
acting a bit, shall we say, entitled. We spoke
to onc freshman ‘student who brazenly
declared that she “didn’t choose 10 come
to some square-ass shithole™ and that she
would “consider leaving if {Bob Jraves]
started censoring cverything [she| did.”

Maybe some of you see where
we're coming from with “entitled.”

Tall us crazy, but it doesn’t quile
seem - inat complele censorship is right
around 1he corer here at Bennington.
‘Ne've pathered that the alorementioned
freshman student and many others believe
that they are protecting ‘the best interest
of the entirc student body by lghting for
their right to a porn tree, Frankly, il our
fellow students arc going to protect our
best interests, we would appreciale it if
they fought for smaller classes and more
teachers —whether or not the Kilpat living
oo contains a slick with some porn stuck
30 il is not our biggest concern. “¥¢ would
<ven dare tg say that it has little 10 no effect
:n the day to day lives of fhe vast majority
of students on this campus.  Furthermore,
wien sludents throw temper lantrums
about such minot issues, it trivializes the
voice of the entire student body. Will
the administration take us seriously. in
the future when we choose such juvenile
battles loday?

Although it saddencd us 10 se¢ the
photo of the somber bunch of Kilpatrick

residents clinging to the last limb of
their precious tree (one that is generally
destroyed within weeks of ils creation),
our hears are remarkably resilient. Even
mere weeks after the removal of this prized
possession, we find our minds drifting
Lo other, surely less pressing matters: the
sizes of classes, what our transcripts will
look like, what the laculty hiring plans for
the next few years are, how the college
is planning to house the growing campus
population—not to say, of course, that we
would ever place these concerns on par
with the drastic violation of our freedom
of expression; the removal of the time
honored and stately old maple.

My Values
Are Not For

Sale

To the Editor and the community:

| would like to applaud the BFP
for its commitment to a high-quality, ever
improving, consistent publication.

As a student who has witnessed

the rise and fall of many school sponsored

papers, lam overjoyedthatan independently
run forum, such as yocurs, has flourished to
the point where it is printed on news-stock.
But [ am worried that the price of success
has comprised your values.

Specifically, 1 was shocked that
the BFP would accept and print a full page
ad from Care Net, According to their
mission statement {from the web), “Cars
Net is a Christian ministry assisting and
promoting the evangelistic, pro-life work
of pregnancy centers in North America.” 1
understand that they have a constitutional
right to exist and to free speech, Including
advertising, but does the BFT* have to print
it? It seems to me that any publication that
promotes any organization, even if they
are being paid, is by default endorsing that
organization,

Furthermore, 1 am concemed
about the ad itself. While | am confident
everything published in the ad is legally
true, I believe it is misleading enough to be
ethically questionable. First of all the ad
does not fully declare Care Net’s motives,
Nowhere are the words Christian or pro-
life. Secondly, the ad claims that “all [Care
Net’s] services are free and confidential,”
but their privacy policy states that they
“endeavor to take steps to assure. that any
information you provide to [them] will
remain secure. However, if it is necessary,
[they] wilt share information for legal
reasons,” but they do not specify which
situations, what reasons, or to whom they
will release information. .

If the BFP is going to take their
money shouldn’t it demand ful! disclosure?
Doesn’t the community deserve it?

I urge all students, studeni council,
and the administration to support the BFP
during the budget process so the paper need
not rely on ideclogical advertisements.
And if more money is still needed [ will
be the first person buy a subscription or
contribute to an anti-advertising fund, or
help sponsor a.funded Gallery page, or
anything else.

My values are not for sale. 1hope
that yours aren’t either.

Sincerely,
Adam Mills
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