
Dr. John D 
Columbia Univers ity 
New York. New York 

Dear

August 21. 1934 

At B nnington College thisyea r w are holding running 
discussionin the evenings. with outside speakers and our own group , 
of the genera l principles and background of 1 beralism and ocracy
and thecontr sting philosophies and machinerywhich h ve been gro
ing up ince the under the t m F ci and Communis Es pe-
cially do we wishto clarifythe institutional and philosophical 
background ofliberalism anddemocracy Primarily this means an 
analysis of political and eoo icorganization and f oreign relations
Also, during the 1 tter part of the ye we e ttempting to see
the application ofthed ocraticphilosophy and liberal view point in 
uchfields literature. rt cie c religion. 

As introduction nd especially to give the philoaohpical 
background, there is ju st on person whom have to have, and that is 
you. e nt specia llythe broa der pictur e ich will layth founda-
tion upon. which the specia lizedspeakers may afterwards build. 

The audience at our evening meeting oonsi t of about two 
hundred d people, both faculty and student and attendance is voluntary. 
The general purpose ofthese meetings is to correlatethe various
fields of' college work and out of' th to cre ate something like a. com-
mon basis for thinking and discussion. It holds therefore an excep-
tionally important place in tho academic life ofthe College. 

Ifyou are able to accept our invitation I hope that you will 
lso accept the very modest honor a.rium which we are ble to offer

$50 plus expenses and we shouldofcourse wish to have you our 
guest while you are here. As to date. I would suggest ThursdayOctober 
4. but if that is inconvenient for you a more acceptable one could no 
doubt be arranged. V.IO wtmld think ofthis visitas serving a double
purpose; one would be in the function indicated above. and tho other 
ould b the occasion for your becctnine; acquainted with Dewey House

the tudont d lling named after you and your family. The visit for
this latter purpose is long over-due. 

Si ncerel y yours , 

Robert D. Leigh 
President 




