Box 397
Bennlngton,vi.05201

April 30,1971

L. Pricoinan, PhD
647 Aga Drive
Columbus,CGa. 31907

Dear Dr. Friedmsn,
In answerf to yr. lstber of May April 24%h aboub S, Jaskson, I'1l
gsend you a few remarks now. IT you will write me again alféer July lst,
I can take mors time bo send more durdng the summor. It 80 happens
that I did sit in om 8. Hyman's liuth and Ritual course, so do Xnow
quite a bit about ite. I aleo sold him my edition oif the GCLLEN BOUGH, (lo:
and know that 8., Jackson resd it. In fack, I heard her say once
in a sewinar, or rather #fter & reading, thet she had. Maybe not
all thourh she was an omalvorous raeadse, This was in anawer to sona
questlon about "The Lottery,"

One btlme when she was showlag my husband and me the Large collection
of lettersend clippings she nad r¢ "The Lottery,” ny husband acked
her sonething or obther about wihat she had mesnt, She said,with some
sort of dismissing lntroducitory phragg - naybe even & drawn-oub Wellll --
I haven't read it." I do not think the introductory remark was as
blurtas "I don't know; I haven't read 1t." But thet waz the playful
implication, acholng other writers who have also sald thinge like:

%] don't know; I haven't vread i$] I only wrote it,"or: " t 28K me -~
I only wrote it.' Her daughter Sarah must know lote of remarks like
this, I don'{ lmow where ghe is; she is travellnpg around the world,
More seriously, her daughter would know just what S.J. did say about
writing. There ere lectures she gave abt sumnmey workshops, and I taink
Sarah took part in one or two,

Sed. nad a large eollecticn of witchcraft bgﬁﬁgﬂ and things like
that., & has been sold now. Both she and 8.E.H. : ﬁundrads ol bolliSas
The heouse was lined with hookcasce. 3.J. was particularly interested in
18¢h C. novels, especisally seconderate English novels. Jhe had a lot
0l thess and woas alwaps plezsed when someone found 2 new one to glve her.
She loved EVELINA and all that stuff,

Yes, Lile among the $. and Raising Demong <do reflect her owa life.
But this 13 the way it worked. Sounething would nnppen, or & humean
gituation in 211 its emotional complexity would sudderly seem clear
to S.J. This would send her o her typewriter, and ghe would begin.
If, as in one instance I remember, it sprang Lo nind as the result of
a 1itile insignificant collisgdion of cars, 35, would in her mind start
narrating it in teras essentially fic¢tional, 7o her aund 5.Z.8.. ir
these terns always lucluded "that 1t make some general point of general
significance about IifE." The narracion 1 renenber about the insig-
nificant colllision was bosed on the blustering srotestations of the
other woman zbout how $,J. had ruined her car (smell 'zerateh),” would
pay and pasy, and all such threats. The sglight depree: ol exaggeration
nmade ~the 'sgonu ulysady veyy fuhny, and the socoral polnt about people
and thely poSsegfieness 2nd abbachmelt to naterlial thuiongs a2s well
ag the point shout making bilg scenes about little evenls. Probably the
wonan never stopped to ask whether one of S.'s children hed been hurt,
The story CHARLES, I can imagine, aboult Laurie, wag based on one ine-
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gbance of Laurliels blaming somethilng on gomeons o138 - nossibly
imaginayry, perhaps not. Bubt i can iaagine its snapping inteo Shirley's
mind as a great namrative chape, when shs thought of a series of blaming
oun an imaginary boy.

One time S, wrote the dialogue of two women in compebitive friction
in a veek-end situation. She resd 1% slowd bo S.2.H, end me, and
it was marvelous dialgue. Gave exsctly the right tone, rhythnm,
tengion lor the situatlon shis was mnaking. Stanley said: Yes, but
what volini doeg it make about humen life, vxr some such words. I think
ghe threw it away, or buried Lt in a otiom drawer.

Annther Stime, durling the evenlng, & lot of us were pleying
the game MONOPOLY. 5. was good &t 1%, as ab most gares the played.
Suddenly she began to sgell off her prorarty. Ther when 1t wes gone, she
got up and went Anbo the study aswd we all went on ard Torgot Yo notice
what she wes doing, After a whlle she came ocut agein with o gtory.
(1 am scrry L have forgothen which one it wag, but it nay have been
the cine sooub the pirl dolng her Latin lesson, and coming dovn to the
kitchen and tAlking to the men aboubt the A-bomb,lub I really forget.)
What{ I do clesrly renenber is thal she resd 1t alowd bto us, listened
to the ccnmenbs of the hall dozen people there, went back to the
study and retyved whal she desided Lo ghange, By tas time we left to
2o home, it was in an eavelope readiy %o go to her asgent, She did
not 1ike Lo send things ouv nerself, and wanbted to zet them cut of the
house, end out of miad, as 1L were, &8s scon az she nad Tiniched writing
somethineg,

I cannot shed any light "on the extent of S.J.%s interest in
demonology.” I can't take saybidag like that myself seriourly, and
don't think others ln tha 20th C. do, either. I do know that both
8, and 8,.LE,.H, ware very keen Gbssrvers of the inner tlekings of
people, believed in various psychologleal compulsions and were well
acquainted with Mreul. In many woays o. WAE VeI lerveus, as you can
gather from stories about wm¥ belug Yoo snared to croes o street.
Raturally she buile Uhese up for Tlctlonal purposss, but in later
years shs hated %o go to N.Y. and rode evarywhere ghe nad %o gZo in
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taxka, once ghe wag there.

You know, I suppose, what Janes Joyce said about hig interest in
Vioc, when soneone agsked wihether he believed Vico's theovies of history.
He answerel: "Vieo, I finc, stinuleate& my inegination,” Heybe that
ig the the demozolegy and witeheralt books plsyed ln Shirvigls life,
She &Ll ar'il, « nave heard, o We pretty geod ol reesdint dhé Tarot
cerds for scweone she declded to read theun for. Have you svepr
dona thls? Or read palms oy aaything iike cthet? I kave, ant I know
that if you are a blt intultive, and obervent of how vhe subject is
reecting, and xnow a few baslc nelnis or wicks, you ocan have quite
a lot of zuccess. The real negic is in how sone people can intuli so
muck abourt some cthar vecnle. They usually kaow & great deal about
themselves, don't eiind?

o4 Sincersly yours, AEM ADBK S
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