w 7. 1935
A meeting of the Art Division wes held Tuesday, May 7, 1935, at
8:30 peme in the livingeroom of Binghem House. Present: lir. Hirsch,
Mre lMoselsio, Mrs. lioselsio, lir. Park, Miss Ulrich. Absent: Ilirs. Brookway.
I. RUTH BAILEY

Interview with Ruth Bailey

lirs Parke How is yowr plan of work for the Senior Division working
out?

ReBe I never mede a written statement of a plan but my idea has been
to do someTthing in design after I graduates As I have not had much training in
the fundamentals,this year I have been doing that more than anything else. I
had had a little erxperience in seulpture, painting and water color, weaving and
history of art in the Junior Division. This term I have been doing drewing,
weaving, design and color, and more history of art.

iire Park. Vhat about the first term?

ReBe I had history of art, and design with lfr. lauterer. I took

them in the round end from that made designse, first in black
and white then in color. Then I made some designs for specific purposes.

lerge map which I have not finished yet. I plan to finish
I took sculpture the first term but I am not taking it now. I
had weaving both terms. I em taking religion and chorus and elements of
this year. I em teaching school this term too. I am getting what I had
wented in designe
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« Park. What hag been your plan in design?

ReBs I needed the techniecal training im ite T had tried to put
design into seulpture and weaving, ete., but I wasn't at all sure of my tools.
This term I think I am getting that.

Mre Hirsche Have you definite plamns for what you will do after
graduation

ReBe I would like to do a oraflt, perhaps weaving. I would like %o
design things and make them myself.

ire. Hirsche Have you studied history of art with that in view?

ReBs Recently I have taken more of an interest in the things I have
read, but T haven't done much reading. I am beginning to read sbout rugs, ete.

iiigs Ulrich. Jrs. lauterer has a class in that.

ReBe I began for Miss Ulrich this term copying bits of design be-
ginning with the primitive. I have not gome on with it because of the school
teaching.

Mre Parke. Is that valuable experience for you, do you think?

ReBs Yes, it is. I have found out mamy things that I don't lmow and
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I expect to learn & great deal from it in time. The children range from six

to fifteen. I am teaching orayon drawing and later will teach painting. The
school is in Shaftsbury.

lir. lioselsic. Do you enjoy teaching?
ReBs Very much, although it is rather hard at first.

jire Hirsche Do the students have preconceived ideas that you have to
bresk down

ReBe Yes, they do.

iire Parke Do you feel that your exploration during the first two
years has contributed to your study now or was it too diverse?

ReBe Itmhmurylulpfulbnmnom.u I would not be sure
that I knew what I really wanted to do. I had donme practically no work in art
before I came here.

lire Park. Could you deseribe what you got from the first two years?
What important books did yoa read? TWhat did you do that seemed partioularly
important?

ReBe I got an understanding of modern art and its place in relation
to the  purpose of art in general. I found out what I would like to do in it
and how design comes into meny different things.

Mre Parke Did you come to any perscmel conclusion as to your relation
in art?

ReBe I think I decided that I did not want to be, and could mot be,
a great artist bub that I did feel that I 1liked seeing all the details around
me in the world in as good taste as possible and that I could comtribute to
thate

lire Parke How do you f'ind yourself placed in relation to the art
thought of Chis day?! Did you discover amy personal philosophy or any solution
of art for you today?

BeBe I don't lmow just what you mean.

lire Parke liad you made up yowr mind about how you feolt about art
today? What are you most interested in and what do you believe in?

ReBe I believe in the breaking down process, in the sorapping of old
ideas.

iir. Hogelsios In which world would you like to live?

ReBe In the present time, I am sure. I would like to begin at the
fundementals and discover my own attitude about art. _
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ire Parke Can you define some of the fundamentals that are yowr
starting placert

BeBe I think one of the first things that interests me is what art
can be m!ﬁmrmuvmmntmmmmm»mawu
ideas.

ir. Hirsche A portrait could be divorced from both and yet not be
purem. '

ReBe Them I think we have all got the idea of the possibilities of
e great meny different verieties of materials. There are loads of things that
have not been used and as you begin to use them they bring in an entirely new
point of view towerds art.

Mre Park. Viy?

RsBe Because they have to be used in such different ways from the
orthodox ones, in painting for instance.

iire Park. Do you think the experience of using materials todny will
be different Irom the experience of using them st any time in the histery of
art? Did the Greeks at their sm'khmuvmpluhwphy in their use of
mteri;ll!

R;Ba I don®t know much about it, but didn't they use them more or
less as coatings on an idea whereas we use them for themselves?

ire Parks I mean in @ really good periods
ReBe I don't know when they did use any meterialse
lire Hirgche What kind of meterials are you thinking of?

: ReBe xmmwuxmammmtmmm
have produced such as stedl, metal, glass, textiles, paper, etc.

« lioselsios Speaking of weaving (it seems to be your main interest
1Ow) 5 mmmmminuhiahtmwmmwiwm
overloaded, whnaw“m'erymwmthtm simple materials. Are we
using simple materials todey only because we cannot afford to use gold, or is
there another reason?

ReBe Imﬁutmg. novel, and good looking materials ere being used

mn‘hyovﬁ?bodyutmmm. In those deys they were used only by rich
-people for their best things.

lir. lloselsio. Do you think today we have & harder time to make
inberesting things in good taste than at the time of the Renaissence?

HeBe I think it is easier. lie have much more to work with so that
it is easiSF to be different, but I don'™ Inow that our taste iz necessarily
betters
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Mr. Park. VWhat synthetic smwberials were used during the Reneissance
art?
/7“‘”7“”"“

ReBe I don't Ilnowe xmmm.bmumcmmpm
and using 1t for drapery efd seulpture.

lre Moselsio. That has nothing to do with material. |
ReBe I didn't kmow they did use synthetioc materials. I didn't Imow

they had them at that time. Oluss, of course, is synthetic and they used pewter
to0, I think.

« Paxk. They used some mixed metals. Whet areas of reading in
mmofmm eriticism have you become best acquainted with? You mention
the modern in commection with the first two years.

ReBs Uy reading has been rather spotty. I have read scme on the
Renaissance &nd ths remsntic periods, and I have read & little about Greek,
Egyptian, Assyrian, Indian and Chinese art, but I don't feel particu-
larly well resd on any ‘of them.

lire Parke What hes interested you most?

ReBe I am most interested in the Oriental but I don't fesl I lmow
much about i%e It is 5o mach harder then the others. The reading matter is
much more difficult. The books are usually written by Ccecidentals and they
den't seem to be quite sure of what they thinks The names are very hard to
remember and it is all tied up with a philosophy and religion which is outside
of my training and experience.

Mre Hirsche Do you feel that by the study of other periods you have
acquired ¢ of an abetract appreciation? Does auy period have a
particular influence on your work?

ReBe TYes, I feel that the Oriemtel hes & particular influence. The
deaignhaqtoﬁndmﬁlnbtbnm. I am mot so interested in Flemish
or French painting. I like the early Ttalian things better for that reason too.

Mre Hirsch. Do you think that some primciples that they have can be
used in your

ReBe Yese I think I would be very strongly influenced by that type
of line. T like the simplicity of it.

« Hirsch. Do you think we are more like those early Italisns and
chm.uMmmmm and what is the difference?

Es+B. To, I don's think we are more like them.

Hirgche Is there any similarity in their philesophy, particularly
in the mmn?
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R«Be I think maybe we are trying to get more ¢f a simple view of
life and parbaps they had it them.

lre Hirsche What differenl would thore be bobum that shell vase
and one ttn§ would do?

ReBs I would certainly do it differently.

Mr. Park. vhet primary comsideration would make you come out with a
different re

ReBe Tt would certainly be very much uinphrifIdidit. I would cut
out part of The base and I would eut out the shell because it is o romantic idem.

Mr. Park. What ebout the use of material in comncction with this very

problen?

ReBe That imm't perfectly fmeticnmal and it hes extras that don't
add to ite

Hre Hirgohe What sbout it is umnecessary for the function?

ReBe The shell isn't fumotiomal. If I were doing it, I would decide
what it was intended for end do it to suit that particular function.

Mr. Parke Vhat do the Oriembels put flowers in?

ReBe The Orientals would want %o show off the flowers, I think.

ifrre Park. What sort of {lowers would you put in that vase?

ReBe A smell, bunchy, solid flower.

iire lMogelsio. Can you trace any difference in the way the Orientals
worked? U0 you GHANE thet the man who made this vase comsidered how tho flowers
would look? The Orientals would add flowers which would add to the simplieity
of it. If flowers were put in this wvese, it would ouly distract attention.

e Hirgehs Is there any reason for making & shell out of this?

ReBe I think you could have a nice shell vese.

Mr. Hirgehs VWhat would you make it of?

ReBe You might meke it of glass very easily, but I think a shell
just becsuse it is & shell isn't very importent.

Urs Parke IHow would it get to be that shape?

ReBe It probably came from the ides that you have Lo have handles
Oon 8 VaSOe

Park. mtmmmmmlmrmt conldthooﬂgiml
mmxummm
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ReBe If it was made of clay.

Ruth Bailey exhibited the drawings and other art work which she has
dome at Bennington. She showed one drawing done the first year which she did

again in an atbtempt to make it more distinet. mw.wcmmh
closer to the idea she had in mind.

lrs Moselsio. The second has betbter values.

ReBe 'hen I 4id thiz one I had no idea of what offect light wonld
have om eolors. The second yesr I did some Egyptien forms studied from an
ornement book and made this sketeh of & room filled with samples of :
arte This yeer I mede a sketch of a map to be dome in shaded colors. I did
some color studies with Jr. Lauterer. I did some studies of elementary forms
of designe-Egyptian, Greek, ete. I did these sketches to show line, direection,
design, etc. I made these experiments in different wamys of putting on paint.
This was done with & tooth brush; this with pin pricks, etec.

She showed one example of sculpture and one piece of weavinge





