
Dear onnoth, 

Here we re

We t Roa 1 
Bennington Vt 
Aug . 13,1955 

Am working away nd so a re you , it sounds . Ho e 11 )ro jects w nt 
fine, and go fine . 

Enc lose .find list of topics andd terms which I gave out to yr class 
for a iscussion. We ha the ce ting n the hottest S n ay afternoon
in June, in hot , hot west room in barn about 1/4 had one reading
and most vocal were those who h 1 not. Act al y , wo never got uch
farther th'l..n the title of yr course I tol em the bi liardball 
thing, and they swatted it around quarreling over otion/action. 
The mathematics major wa happily a ttributingvoli tion to the billi rd
ball adn1 sundry lit. types ere s e ething with ob joctio .. s. 11 this 
vory illuminating 1) that nice c lear si ple little points we think
we c n simp y nnounc e- do not get accepte so easily and si ly by 
the gals as we i g t sup pose; 2 } that Hamlet'sdisea se is reall much
more prevalent in them than we usually su po e -- this ath al was
insisting that the billiardball a c ted , inher vocabulary because
her thinking ma o it s o'. 3) that we have reached tho ge where we 
look like gr nma and graa npa and have ro ached the quiet. , assured , 
eclarative statementwhich ma es em bristle up bec use in their 

young, fledgeling bewildered groping state they react
to us as th t damn ol voice of authority telling e wh t 's what
once ag ain I st a d: th t tho ones who ha done the readi1 g did 
ot behave exactlythis w y They were lessbelligerently ore hu .bly 

in the rk a nd fumbled with the ir not es, hunti. g for a hrase here 
term there which they were unsure bout, andmore quiet 1 y, less 

querilously ske what the ivil THAT meant (For all of them whatever 
the te permanent it fools . s though they were skirting along tho 
precarious ed of tho unknown making salleys into it as best they 
can, arting retreating erging, dividing according to their 
te pera ture a d temperament ot to mention sexu l ity. On.. e t hi ng we 
ought to know n by gorra ho CA we find out ? i s: how would it havvo 
gone if thewhite-haire an insteadof the white-haired wom n had
1e the 'l scussi on? In thi s perio of their lives when they are
really- tussling withtheir hom1ose: uality-heterosexualitytho URGE TO
MERGE so often controls heir responses to i eas spoute by fema le 

or . ale teachers, I do belieeve. ) (Have you every one a trial run 
on ani- and anim us • nd watched what ha pens ? } 

1 , anyway I tol e 1 all to reaad somo Burke befo re hey c me bac
in tho f 11 , n to get their questiono ready

I lso tolJ e all singly, and repeate gainin thegrou for 
visitor, the storyof the dayyou were givingem in class last ye 
the direction s for mak ing an index h t was be ay ono gal looked
up at you an sai , o ean we a re to out down whatever co . s into 
our he d ?" n ( yo ur jaw o d an l on said " Why , noJ What came
into tho a th r'shea . This, I sai , is a gro tstory , n revea ls 

lot when you think boutit . 

The paper just c me.
a 1 ho t ught us, n1 

ann has i e .
of hi deep an d

We grieve and celebr te 
la ting enetration



2 

of our ives in tho thirties , and into the forties , and of how ho 
opened our horizons and moved then - - both macro and micro-
And real y did sh ow us some thing about the mean ng of ' ying to l1 ve ' 
And thathis symbolic eahs into his work really did spreadd the manna
thatmadethese things happen t o us

An thankyou f or your manna , too . Thin about that some time TJhen 
you are trying to g t some s leep ; I mean thin of how yourmanna
tho words in your hel f ul insights have enable us t o slay onsters
and wake up out of sundry darknesses and come alivc in a c way
of seeing I am looking forw rd t o those Mon ay nights .1h n you'll
be gettingoff the bus ln front of our house f or confabs The b i zz 
of iving you t o Shingle afterwards is easily manageable of courso . 

The class s h es u s this w ay:

Helen Allentuck a junior i n l i te a ture Bright crea ti ve , a ranger
c llenger.. Eas ily disorgani e , but with a passion
f or l e rning how to organize perceptions

Patricia yres - - a se ior in 11 terat r wh just change from usic
a l i ttle girl over-anxious fo'r h e lp an praise with 
a very goo d. mind which she hasn't learned to use . Is 
oing a thesis in Ger an l i t . 

Uli Beigel - - a s enior in lit . Very good shor t -s tory writer .. Intelligent
with the lit' ry pose veeryblase one of the testy 
defiers during thatdiscu sion because I thoug t, 
of her deep susp ic . on Of def.. initions.

ouise C rty - - junior in lit. 1d hysics . Very bright and easi y
discouraged Makes a butt of herself and undermines
her om confidence Only finished h lfhor courses 
1 ast term

Honora Fergusson -- junior in lit. Daughter of Francis with Marion's
histrionics Giftc · andgroping

Di na Garfie ld - - senior in art though she st rte out in it . Hns gre t
trouble organi ingherself; works with : ary Delia Dig 

ina Gelles -- I 
Holen. Goodwin 
Judy Greenhil

c lumsy very creati ve , very serious and. actii ve mind .
lon 't kn w.
the math major Friend of ancy Silbowitz and that crowd
senior in i t. Is w i t.i ng a novel . Will aouns e l with
you Writeswonderful stori es . Can be v ry belligere1 
and told ewith genuine concern thatt sho ho_ ed she 
wa going to be good girlnext year and control herse

Sandra Hochman .. _junior in lit. don't know her , but she isconsidered

Israel

handful because of her a mbitiousness to _ ake big 
ef.rects . Acts very i nterestedd in big ideas oves

Rimbaud and what . r . F . has taught hor . 
junior in i . Ver right writes p etry resists but 
is working t o attain iscipline Sister ofrt m jor of 
two years ago thoughloss posy

Gretchen i dblad -- senior in )by.,i c s . Al most chose ma jor in Dorner Is 
rascally recalcitrant type the Bostonian who l oves 
to shock. Used to have good clearn in. , cientific and
buoi11css 1ike , till she began abbling in the occult . 

Rivi MMagaril - - senior i n philosophy Best in ar t Gift for co cep tuali in
but she too , messes tl ings on JUr o o. 

Renee Patenaud o -- senior in French li t C .. monplace mind . Docill e . 
Mary Lou Peters - - senior in l it . W nts to write for tho slicks . Has v ry

high I Q mbivalent bouther Ohio s all-town back r ou
I mage of self: girl reporter... , cov ering c i pass ionell




