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Grlley April 15, 1965

To pProvoke a Little Thought for Tonight

Bennington today hns lost its vision. There.is no longer a
proud sense of unigqucness, 2 crudading feeling that it is offer=
ing an unusual and exciting concept of educantion to the world,

The adninistration scems to have become primarily concerned with
protecting itself, and, equally.at fault, the student bedy has
becone apathetic, uninterested, and overly introspective.

We seen to have lost cur concept of the thang that nokes
Bennington so unique, and potentially exciting -- its concept of
education., Education here is supposed to be a process whereby one
"learns by doing."™ The enphasis on the use of original sources as
opposed .to tests, on writing in the 1it dept., chorcopraphy in
the dance dert., composing in music, directing in droma, as well
as the whole iden of a work term are reflections cf this. By
exposure, by a chance to open every avenuc of experience, to con-
front and deal with the issue by having a chance to learn 1lifec by
living it, Bennington tries t2 realize its ideal of a-realistic
education, onc that has cxposed you to nuch, yet with the nccessary
depth,

Thus the theory recognizes that '"the whole is the sum of its
parts," and on this basis. tries to-offer as nany of these oppor-
tunities as possible. UnliRe nost schools, it offers us a connmun-
ity governncent that really allows us-to participate in governing
and to lcarn from it. It gives us NRT to have contact with the
world we live in, 2and to leorn fron it, It gives us the copportunity
to take responsibility--both in our wpersonal and acadenic lives--
and to learn from it, And it offers resources and encouragenent
for creativity in many fields,

And it could offer an atmospherc where personal growth and
understanding, 2 real sense of cnel's individuality, enthusiasn
for learning, intellectual stimulation, a-chance for contact with
other worlds, and invclvernicnt, both in our own comnunity and the
rest of the world, would give its students strong, execiting edu-
cations-- reason for o sense of vision,

This is not however, what Bennington is. The basic structure
still exists, under several layers of hypocrisy, self-deception,
ignorance, apathy, loziness, inconsiderateness and general selfish-
ness, L1t is however, rapidly beiny under-ninced on zll fronts. The
student beody is in large part responsible for this. This is not
to say that the rccent nmoves by the adninistration should be cone
dones. We cannoct, however, criticize the administration until we
have token a len;; cverdue look at ourselves and what relaticn we
bear to what has haprened to Bennington,

I think that perhaps the Xey to what has happened herce lies
in a general trend away fronm viewing the collesse in terms of a
cormunity, Students here scem to think of it rather in terms of
place where, with certain absolutely mininal responsibilities
(nand these rostly ccadenmic) they can have naxinmun liberty, and
specifically naxinun freedon from interfercnce By the rest of the
(adult) worlde To them college is sinply herc to protect those:
"rights " at whatever cost, mive us an education, and LEAVE US
ATONE, .

The results have been twofold: a:sreowing sensc of aliena-
tion from the collecge, and, on the basis of nany subsequent
actions cn the—rpart—of students, o feeling on the part of the
adninistration that perhaps what the students really want, and
riore inportant, neced, is sone pguidance and structure on the school's
part. Ve have seen some of the results of this, and, I suspect will
sce nore in the future, unless we nove to counteract this attitude,
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Obviously, I ~n mcking o geonerrlizntion, It ic difficult
to discuss = gomorsl trend ony other woye I o guarc thet thore
arc pcoplc to whom this Gallcey in no woy opplicsy and I dont't
intcnd to insult ony onc, Iy ples ic this: if Bennington means
anythinzs to yeu, if its concents cxeite you, if you eadme here
for the speecific kind of oducatior Benmingtor cen offcr, DON'T
DECIDE THIS DCESN!T APPLY TO YOU AND THROW IT AWAY, It epplies
to cnch and cvery onc of us: we zrc all responsiblc, If this
coilege is, for you, anything rorc thar just 2 placc te cxist
for four years, or if you want it to be somcthing morc thaom thabg
ther be willing, just emce, to be honcst, Lock at the collcge—
s it fulfilling its poals (docs it cven know them any more?),

s it the school you camc hore for? Leok at yourself —— arc you
akirg your part of the rcspornsibility that this schocl asks?
Or arc you hidirg, arc yru using phc schiodl only as a shicld
from rospensibility and comedtrient? Bcgrfington is'not a werb,
ror arc womb and cucatior in gry way MrPriomous, ©If you want
te lcave Berpington cquipned in any way te handlc the werld, and
strong enough tc dcfy it when neccssary, then you cennot use
Bennington solely as a shield, 2 nlazce to hide , or a place
where your incrtis, anathy and sclf-centercdness arc pretccted
from scrubiny and eritieism,

For those whe-would arcue with my cstimaticn of the situa-
tion at Benmirgton, I offer 2 few perirntes in defense:

1) 4is regards cur irrcepcnsibility and incensideratness;
consider the pet iesue, Surely thet wes, more than anything
elsc, 2 fire eremple of cur wnwillingness tc act ovd of common
ceurtcsy for cne ancther, let n~lonc a2ccept rescnsibility for
what we do,

2) is regards cur epathy — look 2t the rumber of student
govermment posts held by default. Better yet, ccunt the average
mimber of vet@a rcturned it an election, 4And the feact that,
uetil students began te foel that their cwn rights were being
infringed uwpcn, there was neo real move: te lock at, the sechoc
and re-cxemine its geals and conecrtse Until it begins to ine
terfere with omr private lives, we cmtt seem tc care what be-
comes ¢f Bemningtor,

3) ind what abcut cur ettitude towards the rules today?
There scens tc be a growing treond toward igroring theme Perheps
this is beceusc we no longcer feel they are omr rmles, but rether
things inflicted uporn us by the administration, Which, if not
true now, is certzinly = growing possibility. The questicn is,
why dc they feel the need for this? =

T do nct claim, however,'that thisfneed for sclfe-exominae
ticn 2pplies tc the studernt bcdy alcni®s*ther whdle schocl need
it. It is time for a reeevalustion ¢f the curriculam, time for
a re=gvoluation of EPC, of the duties and effectiveness cf the
Studert Perscrmel Office, of whether or met the administration
is willing $c suppcrt the concept end run the risk of a free,
etucaticnal Bennington, time for a study of the whole studernt-
faculty~administration relaticnship, The time is completely
appropriate —— we must ¢ this noewe The issues are being
brought cut intc the opere "The Comstitution is up for revisicn,
If it means enything tc you, t2lk e2bout this, think abcut it,
(zn? be honcst with yomrself,) ant then do-something. The visicn
con be regained:s THE CHANCE 14.Y NCT CCME LGLIN
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