
Galley April 15, 1965 
To Provoke a Little Thought f or Tonight 

Benninc t on today has lost its vi s i on. There. i s no l onger a
r r ou d s ense of uniqueness, a crusading f eeling that it is offer-
ing an unusual and exciting concept of education to the world . 
The ndninistrntion seems t o have become primarily c onc erned with 
protecting itself, and, equally at faultt, the student body has
become apathetic, uninterest e d, and overly intros pective. 

We seem t o have lost our concept o f t he thing that makes
Bennington so unique, and potentiallyexciting -- its c onc ept o f 
educ a tion. Educntion here is supposed t o be a proc e s s whereby one 
"learns by do ing . " The emphasis on the use o f original s ourc es as
opposed.t o tests, on writing i n _ the lit de pt., choreography in 
the dance dept. composing in music direct ing in drama as well 
as the whol e idea o f a work term are r efl ections o f this. By 
exposure by a chance t o open every avenue of expe ri ence, t o c on-
fr ont and deal with the issue by having a chcance t o learn life hy 
living it, Bennington tri e s to realize its ideal o f a r ealis tic 
education one that has ex pos ed you t o much, ye t with the necessar y 
depth. 

Thu s the theory recognizes that "the whole is t ho sum o f it s 
parts," and on this basis tries to off e r as many o f these oppor-
tuni t i e s as p oss ible . Unlikemost schools it offers us a commun
ity government that really allows us t o participate in governing
and t o learn from it. It gives us NRT t o have contact with the
world we live in, and t o learn from it. It gives us the opportunity
to take responsibility--bo th i n our personal and academic lives--
and t o learn from it. And it offers re sourc e s and encouragement
for creativityin many fields.

And it could of f er an atmosphere wh e r e personal growt h and
understanding a real sense o f one 's individuality enthusiam
f or learning intellectual stimulntion, a chance fo r cont act wi th 
other worlds, and involvement bo th in our own community and the
r e s t of th o world. would givve its students strong exciting e du -
c a tions-- re a s on for a sense of vision. 

This is not h owever, what Bennington is. The basic s truc ture 
s till exis ts, unde r s e v e r a l l a y ers of hypocrisy self-deception,
ignorance, apathy, laziness inc onsi dernteness and general se l f ish-
ness . It is however rapidlybeingundermined on allf ron t s . The
s tudent body i s in large part responsib l e f or t his. Thi s is not 
t o s a y that the recent moves by t he administration should be con -
do nes . We cannot however , criticize t he administration until we 
have taken a long overdue l ook at ourselves and what rela tion we 
bear t o what has happened to Bennington.

I t hink that perha ps the k ey t o wha t has happenedhere lies
in a general trend away fromviewing t h e college in terms of a
community. Students here seem t o think o f it rather in terms o f a
place wher e , with certain absolutelyminimal responsibilities

( and t hese mostlyacademic) they can have maximumlibe rty, and
specificallymaximum fr eedon from interfe r ence by th e r est o f the 
(adult) world . To them college is simply here t o prdtect those
"rights" at whatever cost, give us an educations and LEAVE US 
ALONE . 

The result s have be en twofold: a growing sense of aliena-
tion from t he college and, on the basis o f many subse quent 
actions en the part o f students, a feeling on the part of the
administration that perhaps what thee s tudent s really want, and
more important need, is some guidance and structu r e on the school's 
part. We have s e en some o f the results o f t his, and, I suspect will 
see more i n the futur e , unl ess we move t o counteract t his attutude.
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Obviously I am making a generalization. It isdifficultt 
to dis cu ss a general trend any othc r way. I am aware that thero 
are p eopl e to whom thisGalleyi n no wayapplies and I don 't
i ntc.nd to i nsult any one. My plea is this: i f Bennington means
anything t o you, if itsconceptsexcite ;you , i f you came here
fo r the specific ld nd' of educationBennington can offerDON'T
DECIDETHIS DOESN'T APPLY TO YOU AND THROW IT AWAY> It applies
to each and every one of us : we are all responsible. I f t his 
collegeis, foryou, anything more than justa place to exist 
four four years or i f you want itto be something more thanthat;
then be willing just once, to be honest. Look at the college 
is it fulfil ling its goals (does i t even know them any more?),
is it the school you came here for? Look at yourself - are you
taking your partof t he responsibility that this school asks?
Or are you hiding, are you using the school only as a shield
from responsibilityand commitment? Bennington is nota womb,
nor arewomb and educations in any way synonomousIfyou want
to leave Bennington equipped in any waytohandle the world, and
strong enough t c de fy i t when necessary, then you cannotuse
Bennington solely as ashield a place t o hide , or aplace
whereyou r intertia apathy and self-centerednessare protected
from scrutinyand criticism.

For those whowould argue with my estimationof the si tua
t i on at Bennington, I offer a fewpoints in defense:

1) As regards ourirresponsibility and inconsiderateness;
consider thepet issue. Surely that was, more than anythi ng 
else , a fine example of ourunwillingness t c act out of common
courtc sy for one another, let aloneaccept r es onsib ili ty f or 
whatwe do.

2 ) As s regards ourapathy - look at the number of student
governmentposts held bydefault. Better yet, ccunt theaverage
number c.f votes returned in an election. And the fact that
until studentsbeganto feel thattheirown rightswere being
infringed upon, therewas no real move t c look at t he school 
and re-examine i ts goals and concepts. Untili t begins to
interferewith our privatelvies. we don't s eem t c carewhat be -
comess c of Bennington.

3 ) And what about our atti tudes towards the rules today?
THere seems t r be a growing trend toward ignoring them. Perhaps
this is becauses we no longer feel they are our rules, but rather
t hi ngs inflicted upon us bythe administration. Which if not
true now, iscertainly a growing possibility. The question is, 
why do they feel t he needfor this?

I do ne t claim however, that thisneed f c r . self-examination
appliesto the students body alone:the whole school needs

i t . I t i s time for aa re-evaluation cf the curricnl am, time f or 
a re-evaluation of EPC, of the duties andeffecti veness of the 
Student Personnel Office, of whether or not t he administration
is willing to supporttheconcept andrun. the riskof a f ree , 
educaitonalBennington time f e r a st udy of the whole student-
faculty - administration relationship The time is completely
appropriate - we mus t do this now. The issue s are being
brought out into theopen The Constitution is up for revision
I f it means everything toyou, talkaboutt his, thing abouti t , 
(and behonest with yourselfand then do something. The vision 
can b e regained THE CHANCE MAY NOT COMEAGAIN


	1965April15Thought
	page2



