
Meeting of faculty Library committee March 21, 1958 a!,_?-_ lli !'.1.! _j.n Barn 56

Broe w~;y, 

Honki n.§_ 

Hopkins 

Hookin s 

L 

Smith 
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Told the meeting of a let ter from Ar. Fowli e askin g for a l anguage laboratory 
int e new Library. I n the origi nal plans 2 cubicles had been rovided 
for this purpose but this id ea had been scrap ped. 

Orig i nal plan uas to have an audio - visual !29 !!1 • This was ab~"ldoned in favour 
of an audio - · sual ~ , ·e . tables with earph ones • Couldn ' t use corner 
of pre sent night-study room because expensi ve equipment must be locked up. 

Why neces sary to have t hi s labor atory in the Libr ry? 

Useful to ha it there because of supervision of tapes, etc. 

I n any case t here are pl ans to have tapes and r ecor ds for use of faculty and 
stud ents house d i n Lib r ry . Necess ry to have booths or a single room 
to accommodate Mr Fowlie ' s scheme because there would be noise, conversatio n 
and speaki ng i nto re cording machine. 

Could the seminar room be use d for this purpose. 

Original i dea. was to use seminar room for interviewin g stucient assi. Rtants, 
i nstruct in g fr eshmen i n use of th e Lib ry etc . 

Sugges te d combining typing and seminar functions i n one room and using present 
semi r r oom for audio ro om. When the ide a of an audio - visual !'.22!!! was 
abandoned it was believed tha t list enin g tables and an audio - visual ~ 
woul d be ad~qaa.te. ow ap ars that it would not. Question asto whether 
the t yping is large r th an nece ssary . 

I t is l arger than neces ,._ary Yhen conei dere d as a daytime typing room, but it 
i s not t oo l arge i f it is al so to be a nigh t - st ud~oom. 

Suggested kee pi ng t yping to one end of the room, so that a setrl.nar or meeting 
could sti 1 1 take pla ce at same time . 

--Seminar DooliJl'itirottld be useful and one ould be able to do more instructing 
i n use of the Library. Howev r , Libr ary staff do not take up poseesive 
at ti tud e t ouards this and it would be possible to manage without. 

Poi nted out t hat this would not be an audi o-v isual room so muci as an~ 
!"OOI!l. 

Mrs. Brown had raised the quest i on as to whet~er the seminar room was 
necessary. 

De irable to have an undiferrentiated space. Would it be possible to divide 
the typing room vi.th sliding door so th at an area at one end could be 
separ ated of for use as seminar room. 

Seems practi cal id ea . 



Schlabach 

Architects had said i t wculd be possible but not de sirabl e . 

Modern fold door s not soundproof, but a sl i di ng par tit i on acro ss the 
w ole wall would completely shut o f one end . 

Is there any re ason why typing - ni ght stud y r oom should be a1- one room. 

One end f'or t yping , anot her for quiet st udy, oossibl y vi t !') door bet w<3 n. 

Gener al feelin g of the f acult y was that an audio room should be provi ded, and th i s r ecommenda
ti on was gi ve n to Miss Hopki ns , to be pas sed o to Mrs . Brown

Furthe r gener al dis eu si on foll owed fr om ints raised by Miss Hopkin s , chiefl y taken from 
Mrs. Brown' s eo ent s on the pl an s . 

Hopkin s 

Broc kway 

Brockw~ 

Des to be moved so that i t does not face fr ont door . 

Felt t hi s vas nmch more attractive as it gave sense of ent ering straigh t 
into library, books, et c . 

Ther e woul d be chair s and tables adjac ent to ref ere re nce are a. 
Fel t perha ,..,s the plan was tight on squar e fo ota ge - onl y 16,500. 
Que stion aga i n raised as to wheth er i t i s neces sary to allo w f or expansion 

to 75, 000 volumes . (Gener al f eel i ng t ha t this was ne oess ry) . 

At fi rst si ght f el t th at t he pl ans wer e ra t her ti ght but on close d in 
spect ion f el t the arc hi te cts had done a good job . Well t hought out in 
terms of concept of t he bui lding . Feeli ng of building is lo st ~hen 
space is split into too many smal l al coves, et c . Feeling a s of npens". 
Question a t o whethe corn er <£ bas eme t 'Will be dar k. 

'ould i t be di f fic ul t to loc ate books . 

Mr . Metc alf was t al li ng this morning to th e ar chi t ects about t he progression
of boo ks etc . 

Wor r i ed about ligh t ing of carrels

There doe s not l ook to be any natura l l igh t here. No indi cation of windovs. 

Wor ried abou~ 8 ' wal k at t op of basement fl oor - expense of building th i s, 
expense of pl oughing snow off it , danger t o f acult y chil dren, no 
pr i vacy fo r pers ons i n Libr- ry . 

Certainly t hese quest ions must be r ai sed but i t wil l pr obabl y gi.a a fe el i ng 
oi S1)9.Ce and l i ghtness to the bui l ding whi ch i s ar chitect urally necessary. 

Building has been moved fur t her awa~ f'rom Swan house and Commons. 
Mr. Met calf in fa 1r of nr t having shel ve s in cl.!tr els, as stu dents liable

l i abl e to l eave books t here by mistake. 




