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In the name of the Trustees I welcome you as friends, well wishers,
neighbors, and helpers of Bemnington College. The nature of our
surroundings suggests the informal, traditional New imgland barn ralsing
rather than the colorful but solemn academic ceremony which might
otherwise have seemed appropriazte for this occssion, Modeéern developments
in bullding construction have chenged the character of neighborly aid
in reising our buildings. But the help and the group cooperstion ere no
less real, In this audiemnce and among the evem larger company who are
unable %o be here, are 231 people whose gifts have united in making this
guego possible and many others whose work and counsel have contributed

the same end.

This occasion thén is fundamentally one of simple rejoicing that the
money for sterting Bennington College has been giveny that the plans for
the bulldings have been completed; that the comtracts for their construc-
tion have been let; and that today symbolically with hand and spade, tomor-
row with tractor and steam shovel the digging will begin. Next summer
at about this time or later, the buildings will be ready for the first
college class to enter im September,

It is tmz::l.ng to claim an importance for am occesion like this
béyond the facts which I have mentioned., We have here some of the
complex machinery by which moderm man seeks to preserve his struttings

and his talk for a possibly grateful posterity. But who cen tell whether
this one out of the myriad acts end words which crowd this hour throughout
the world will deserve to survive the passing wmoment? Surely the
significance of our ceéreémony lies im the tﬁ of the inscru e future.

It depends on whether our cultivation of s ground produces a useful
variation smong living institutions. .

Both in our physical plant and in our educational program we have
consciously designed for immediaste usefulness rether thsmn for a2 hoped-for
permanence, We are more concerned with making our plams sdaptible for
a changing future than in scaking bthrough momments of bfick and stone
to resist for a time inevitable change and decay. The buildings we have
found on these¢ grounds we are adapting to our use, The new construction
is simple, flexible, and homegrowm. BSuch beauty gs the bulldings
possess rh.l derive from their appropriatemess for thelr immedizte uses
and their relation to & similar honest workmamnship in the past, I hope
that 1f prosperity eventually overtekes us we shall never attempt to
strain &t beauty with expemsive structures borrowed from other ages and
meant for other uses. Our buildings are to be homes and workshops rather
then monuments.

8o also in our educational program we aré seeking to devise something
of immediate usefulness to the group of girls to be put im our charge. By
this I do not mean that we are so emamoured with the contemporsry that
we shall forget the past out of which it is largely made, throt we shall
drift zlong comfortably on tho currént of fashions im thought and habit,
or that we shall try to encourage acquiéence im the standards and the
practices of our day., But we do wish to keep to the fore the actusl,
the chenging world which our students are living in, its art, its
literature, its science, its social organization, and its other festures
which have mot yet beem csught up snd organised into scademic subjects.

This means a flexible progran, one where the teacher can make close
contact both with the student and with the life sbout him, It mesns
that our relevant plans of today will be irrelevant tomorrow. It means
that educationeally as well as® in our physicel plant we must plan for
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change as & normzl process not as an occaslonal interruption of a
presumably static conditien.

Qur newness carries with it many handicaps, But for & time at
least it brings adnatntn in the comperative facility for =nalyszing
educationzl nced without a warping institutional tradition. If we can
use to the full, evenm for & gener:ztion, these opportunities it seems
to m¢ that we shall have Justified the efforts put forth im creating
the institution.





