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Opening Remarks of the President

There are assembled here in regular adjourned session the
Gonup!eaud!mtmnﬂthwnq-fmlvmihmm
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o the gward of the bachelor of arts dsgree o the members of the
sixth graduating class. ZThe members of the class have presented
themselves for this purpose. To this meeting we welcome perents,
friende, and weumbers of the College and town communiiy %o share
with us a comwon pride in the achievements of the graduating group.

ke pericdic certification of our students for graduate
and professional work and for other purposes is one of the regular
College functions. The bachelor's degree is this certificate. Those
awarded it have survived a process of selection and an extemded period
of instruction. The inebruction has included gemeral educatiom. I%
hag stressed conceniraled iraining in ome of the important areas of
human achievemeni. We ceriify these graduates as being useful workers
in one of theee major fields.

It would be a mistake Lo assume that this certificate is
the principel ais or adequate measure of cur labors together during
the past four years. IThe College provides mot only instruction; it
also offers its studeuls, for a Bime at lenst, a criticized way of
living. As = result, habils, attitudes, and values are altered.

Under the institution's influence young women develop in
different ways and at different rates. They bDegln and end at widely
different points.

This day~to-day activity leaves a residue we can later
recognisge as growlh or enriclment. But no measuring stick yet devised
can assess the development exactly. In order to escape artificiality
we are bound, Sherefors, to define our certificate-degree in narrow
measurable terms and have 1t stand as a eymbol for the more genersl
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Bqually artificlal would be the attempt to determine our own
n the maturing process of wvhich we have been witness. Within
the four~year span just ending many other agencies and institutions
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To the communities $o which these graduates go we recommend
them. Their presence will represent a modest increase of youthful
energy, seriocus purpose, and reassonable competence in fields where
more and more skilled hamds, trained minds, sensitive imsginations
and stout hearts are needed.

We ehall follow them with intereet and affection. Ve shall
be proud of their accomplishments 2nd dlsappointed at thelr fallureg=-
thelr real Callures. Yor sceldents of fordune we shall have, I hope,
understanding and natience,

¥s do not bulld ovr hopes for them in terms of popular success
or public achisvement,

Our expactations will continus %0 be in line with the values
that in our 11fe Sogether we have agroed usen as enduring. They ared
useful--more of%an than not wnohirusive--york, acceptanze of responsibilisy,
faeing changing reallitlies +1th hamor and good sense--~above all, the
maintenance of intagrity. These as well as the natural seatiments of
friendship are the continuing and eustaining bonds betwsen us in the
diffienlt 4ays ahesd,
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"The Trustee: and faculiy of Bennington College wish formally
record their sense of deep personal loss, and that of the community,
the Sragic death of the Gollege physician, Dr. Blizabeth HeCullough.

“Dr, MeCullough's work wes well kmown to members of the Board,
because of the close assocliation of the HeCullough family with
mMmrtbmdmm‘.thcdnw
the activities and reports of the Trustee Health Committee. The Board

aceordingly came to value very highly the unusual skill, oﬂtdmaﬂ
devotion of Dr., MeCulloush's servicee.

#liven those who were closest to her were not fully aware of the
quiet personal minletretions which accompanied her professicnal services.
mmmmanmwmmammw
keen personzl loess recelved during the last fow months. They have
borne fresh witness to the faet thal Dr. McCullough united $o an umusual
degree the high umane tradition of the village gemeral practitioner
with the specialired gifts of modern sclentific skill.®
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