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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

A Lesson in Hate

“Restless motion is produced and kept up by the ageney of two simple
impulses hunger and the sexual instinet; aided a little, perhaps, by the in(lu
enee of boredom. but by nothing else: and that. in the theatre of Tife, form the
primum mobile of how complicated a machinery, setting in motion how
stranee and varied a scene!” Arthur Schopenhauer

[ don’t hate. My cast doesn’¢ hate. Most people on this campus will
claim not to hate. We all know 1t exists. but its somewhere far away
from here, and certainly never in our own hearis. But through this
work. through these characters, I've come to realize that's just a lie.
We've all been vietims of some drunken folly. We've all been hit and
trampled on. all been hurt by those we thought loved us. We just
don’t let ourselves feel the passion of hate because we cover our hate
up with excuses and justifications. But these characters, oh boy do
they leel it. They revel in the tastes of its delicate intricacies. They
don’t turn the other cheek. they hit back continuing to give
more. expecting more. Their hate turns into a relationship. bound
together in a depraved matrimony. This hate is their demise, becom-
ing unrecognizable by becoming unredeemable. but in their dreary
world, they radiate with the heat and energy of a life lived to its full
est in every moment. Now this is not a how to lesson. It’s a lesson in
awareness. Strindberg was plagued by his hate, and this was his
outlet. It was his way of hitting back. and these characters have
become my way of hitting back. They say. do. and even think things
I never could. And I think the same goes for my cast. We've all put
sweal and tears into the effort of pushing aside the pacifism inher
ent in all of us. and for that Carl, Eliza. and Mae, no words of thanks
or praise could even come close to the respect 1 have for you. Thank
vou. And thank you Jessie, Kanye, and the Emilys. You ladies are
truly an amazing team: you are my safety dance. And thank you Kirk
for never backing of . many of the tiny victories of this production |
owe (o you. You have all opened my eyes to the muscle of hate. And
my small hope is that they do the same for all of you watehing
tonight.

A Notc on the Text
This production of August Strindbery’s Hiss Julie
was adapted by Jarin Schexnider,
using translations by Edith and Warner Oland, Michael Meyer.
Michael Robinson. and an adaptation by Patrick Marber,

Miss Julie
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