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Daughters
of Io

Written by Quincy Long
Directed by Kathleen Dimmick



AUTHOR'S NOTE

Daughters of Io came into being as a response to a demographicimbalance: in
our theater today there are more actresses than actors and in our Western theater
tradition more parts written for men. Hence, there are fewer opportunities for
women to perform both at the college level and in the professional theatre.
Annoyed by this imbalance, the director, Kathleen Dimmick, challenged the
author to write a play for an all, or nearly all, female cast. Daughters of Io is the
result.

The play has twin inspirations, the first being Aeschylus’ Suppliant Women.
While only the first play of the original trilogy survives, the myth on which the
trilogy was based - fifty sisters, descendants of the goddess Io, chased from Egypt
to Greece by fifty cousins hell-bent on marrying them - is extant and potent as
ever. The other inspiration was the history of Bennington College in which a
group of determined educators establishes a progressive college for women in
the backwoods of Vermont in the teeth of the depression.

Out of this unlikely but fruitful marriage sprang a welter of innocent
milkmaids, wicked farmboys, students of all stripes, overwhelmed trustees and
administrators, all trying to cope with each others’ conflicting demands, and all

played by a dedicated ensemble of actresses — and one actor.

Quincy Long

Quincy Long is a playwright, librettist and screenwriter. His play, The Joy of Going
Somewhere Definite, was produced by the Atlantic Theatre Company, directed by
William H. Macy and starring Felicity Huffman. The play has since been developed
for film by Mel Gibson’s Icon Productions. Quincy’s plays have been produced in New
York by Playwrights Horizons, Soho Repertory Theater and Ensemble Studio Theater,
and regionally by the Mark Taper Forum, Berkeley Repertory Theater, Magic Theater
and others. Quincy’s plays are published by Dramatists Play Service, Playscripts, Inc.
and TCG. His opera, Buried Alive, an adaptation of an Edgar Allan Poe short story, will
be produced by Fort Worth Opera in 2016. Current projects include The Dark Horse,
a pilot for television, Ximena, a full-length opera based in Valencia, Spain, and a new
play, The Vagabond. Quincy is from Warren, Ohio and lives in New York City. He is a
graduate of the Yale School of Drama, an alumnus of the Composer Librettist Program
at American Lyric Theater, and a member of the BMI Librettists Studio, New Dramatists

and Ensemble Studio Theater.

“But there it is, either you love or you don’t.”
—Samuel Beckett, First Love.
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