(rough drafs)
To the Graduates and Tormesr Students:

The Oollege is maintaining its regular pregram of wvork. So far,
at least, nothing in the national defense program suggests any alteration
of the curriculum for women, As you know, the College contriduted last
susmer in its faculty personmel to defense orgamization. Both Nr. Jones
and ¥r, Brockvay were in Washington workiag on the defense prodlems, ons
in the national Advisory Iefense Commission and ihe other with she inter-
dspartnental committes dealing with Latin American and Nuropsan trads poliey.
Nr., MoCamy, wvho is on lesave of asheence, as Assistant to the Sescretary of
Agriculture is also dealing with defense problems. The Uellege is using
foreign scholars largely for i%s lecturers this year and, as you know, ve
are mainta.ining some refugee atudents on scholarships.

A dirpect opportunity to be of help to children in the Var sones
presented itself last susmer and under the activities of the United States
Committee for the Care of European Children, along with other colleges,
Bennington offered its complete facilities to give temporary care %o a
saximur of $wo hundred children during its vacation periods. Turthermore,
we offered to take ocharge of ths recepiion of the children at the port of
arrival (Montreal, Boston, or New York), transporting them to the Jollege
for temporary care. ZThe United States Committes {ndicates that it may make
use of this offer of facilities Guring a part of the winter period. The
faculty and student body have agreed that guch expense as this causes will,
1f possidle, be taken out of the year's buiget. In other wvords, ¥he children
coming from Bugland, although mot all NEnglish childres, will be Sreated as
guests of the Oollegs community. MNembers of ihe fasulty and staff and the
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medical service will be on call should children arrive during the winter
period, to take immediate supervision of their care while they are with us.
Temporary cars means a matter of ti’u to ten days or two weeks vhen the
Vermont Ohildren's Ald Society is sorting them out to place them in homes
which have been offered in advanse.

As you know, this offer of the Gollege may never de used because
of the inability io obtain faollities te bring children to this country.

On the other hand, we want to be prepared to a0t iamediately and effioclently
if ve are informed by the United States Committes that twenty, fifty, one
hundred or even two hundfcd, children are to bs sent to Bennington Gollege
 affer their arrival for this temporary care.

I am writing you now to get volunteers among the graduates and ex-
students who have had some experience in supervision and care of children’
and who will agree %o come %o the Jollege for a period while the children
are here to take charge of their play and antivities under the supervision
of our medical and educational experts on the faculty and staff. All the
children will de between five and sixteen years of age.

This vhole offer--similar %0 ons made by Swarthmore, Wellesley,
and other colleges~=iz essentially one of free service and free !aciliths.
Hone of us e getting pald for this Sask of receiviag and taling care of
Shese children who in this way will escape from the horrers of the War gzons.

I am writing to find out whether you are interested i{n doing this
volunteer work. When you can afford 1%, we are asking you to pay board Qi
the usual rates whils you are here, although thers will b no oost or charge
for room. If you cannot afford to pasy for your meals, hovever, the rest of
the commnity will attempt 0 pay for these meals out of its savings. Ve
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vill need one graduate or former student for approximately each five or six
ohildren who will be in cur carve. 1 am asking you to fill out the following
blank spases and uﬂ. this letter bdack to me within a wveek. Ve will choose
from those wvho voluntesr the peopls vho have had the most training, and please
remouber that although you voluntesr we may never have ta call upen nu‘omio
the ohildren may never arrive. lsolated as ve are from the VWar this has seemed
to the College comlty the kind of decent act of h.lpm;un which ve ave
especially equipped %o cive.

Sincerely yours,

Robers D. Leigh

President J\\q\/

(1) I ean come %0 Bennington wpen two days' motice any Sime
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(1f not for the whole pericd, please indicate the time
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(2) 1 will drive my car %0 Benningbon and use it along vith
others $o transport the children from the wvaterts edge

to the College. ¢ e s ¢ 0 0 v s
(Indicats number of seats in your car aside from the
driver's mto) s 6 & 4 0 2 0 » o

(3) I have had $raining as follows in the #ield of child
pesychology snd child care {stase what you 4id in cellege
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(4) Incluls any kind of prastical experience that would make you more or less
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