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eating of Literature Pacu.lty Dec . l, 1948 

Presents Mr %HOLWWllr Golffing, rs Foster , Mr Kunitz, r -DFNVRQr Lewis, 
Mr 1HPHURY

Absents 'l'he 1111ae1 Bas encl ever, Mr Burke 

First Mr Beli tt reported on the diecusaion of the pl aco or l engi age 
instruction in the collegoJ at the last E. P. c. meeting . Objection was 
raised tlgain ~~ moQ.ti:ng ( aa it had bem at the two previous meetings, 
including the one with the Preaiden t the preceding day) to spl1 tting 
thG 1Anguage-teaoh1n g faculty off from the literature faculty. It at~uck 
the meeting as artifi oial . EVen hen conceived of as a functional distincllo 
between two teacblng methods , it stillleavea u ns olved the various prob. ens 
involved in tho educ ational rolQtions between the study of i'ol'elgn litora-
tur e-end- 1 ta- backgommd SJld J&llgl>1ah and Nnel'ioan 11 tel'atures- end- tho1r-
backgrounds . Somo ot the mo st cruc1el problems are those connected llith 
the requirenents ~or adv(Jlced study in so- col.l ed "oo.mparati ve 11 t 01· da»e. " 

The second quo stion discussed as t h at o• e. posaibl e teaching program for 
r Golf'f'ing, it r Po lie came hel'e to t•ach Prench. It 1as recollected 

that in the correspondonce with r Golf'f1ng bofore h e c gne h er e mention 
was made of other courses he mi ght teach, aside f'ro m the Advsnced Prench 
L1teratur o and AdV6lced French Composition courses which were mentioned in 
his l e ttel• of appointment. For example, aoursee 1n mode rn m.irop ean philo-
sophy , criticism, and poetry were mentioned. There waa also suggaation of 
such courses as one on the Age of Enlightenment, one on Renaiss r:nc e drama, &/ 
poetry, o. course on the E)lropesn novel, and cansiderabl e discussion of 
the course suggested at the l a s t two meoting) in the theory and techniqueo 
of transl atian, which all thought excella:it . Consider el:>l e thou ght vns given 
to the probc:bl e studoot dGm!lld and the most educational aye to meot that 
demand. It was st ated that the general aim for such courses oould b train-
ing tn philoaophicel ind literary interpretation . 

Then the quest ion was raided whether a joint program could be worked out ,1 t 
the teaooing faculty end orgd11zat1on now in e!f'ect . Theol'etioally, the ena • 
1s yes; but there el'e certain factors which would probably operat as barl'1er 
one of these is the orten- repeuted position of the langu e.g o teach ers that 
first - ye ar students are not ce,pabl e of study ng 11 ter atul'o becaus s of 1 ack 
of tl'eining. The difficulty here is th.at students mtoring en adve.nc ed 
F'rench 11 t er atur e course would l ack the necessary training in the d!lao1p11nea 
of exploring a literary text . (It is obviou• that the methods neoe oe.ry for 
doYeloping apoken flua'lcy i:nd fol' slow, cel'ef'ul exploration of a text end 
its me_enings Qre basioally antagonistic. ) It was mentioned again that the 
text used in the French ReView cotll'se does not givo sufficient tr ai n i ng in 
idioms to p rovide adequate tl:'a1n1ng for advanced study of literature, though 
1 t we.a ste.t ad that it \70Uld be easy enough to adopt an idiom book, ~d to 
inaugurate wri ting exerc1 ea and com oaitions to ttake cafle of thi e deficiencl 
Then tho problem was discussed about the small numbers of students p repared 
or interes t ed 1n tolcing separate c ourses in advanced literatures in French, 
Ger:nen , etc . The feeling was that courses with a apread into several lits. 
was the best aolution. 

The question still reme.tned whether r Goli't1ng would take over ell the Prem: 
next year, or move into the teachi ng or ba.e1c courses end 0 compar ati ve 11 t. " 
Then the questi on of a full teaching load for the Germen teacher was di•cus 
It was agroed that if Mr Golfting oould handle ell the French, a good progrd 
could be worked out . Thie led to tho question of Mr Bel1tt's absence neJ:t 



yoar, and 1t \7eB recallad that the President had gt at ed tbut there could 
be no replacemtnt for him. Thm ther0 as discussion about tho d1t.feence 
betnvoen m add1 ti on to the staf'!' i.:n d e. repl acemmt . It was stated that if 
Mr Fowlie oane ho would ba en addition ( t'fld proaumably tr Goltfing would 
.replaoG Mr Belitt) 1 tnd that if Mr Goli'fing took ovc.r the entire too.obmg ot 
Fran.oh, there would be noither 01 a dition nor a roplnoemGnt . · Thia all ba-
csme rather hystariool vhetl 1'1- Nemorov said he shouldn 1 t be oounted on ror 
next yo~ and r Kunitz mentionod the fact th(jfl rs FostQI' 1 a anbbatioel leave 

es dUe the second term. Tbm there wna furthor discussion of r Buch3llti'le 

The meeting Closed \Vi th a ~umnary of pointo covered. 
l . About the Splito W(? Zlllll are against 1t. Thou~ perhaps r•adin1nistrn-

t!vely" foesible, it dOes not seems to us educstion.W.ly sound. 

2. About hether th.Doe should be one or two Fr<:nch teaohorBf 
a. If one, it could be r Golfting. 

'l'hm wot d need a replaoemmt for t1r Bel.itt , not for Fron.ch toncher. 
b . !f Ir ~owl1e ot.tna, Mr Golfi'ing could bo the x-oplacerncnt. 
c . If r ?ow11a Oid_.flOt oomo, Ur Golffing \1ould bo ncod0d as Fr-ench 

tonchar, but he'relso bo needed as reple.cemtnt. 
d. If r Golff'.!ng woro to becomo the ~apl BCatn~.nt , he could teach a course 

in ori ti cism, comp e.rati ve novel, poetry or d.rmma, or a mixtur o of 
gtinras in a cel'tnin period, could teach a sectim of Lgiguo a t:nd 
t.1taraturo Gnd could of'ff.'1~ h1s trcnslet1on oourso (porhaps 1n tv10 or 

throo l engu egf!?Se ) 
· e. No effort wo.o made to solve the .probl~11 of full load for the Berman 

... toachar . 

Respect1\1lly subm1 tted, 

Foster
Secretary pro tau. 


