The Degree-Conferrinz Ceremony - June 10, 1339

Opening Remgrlis of the Fresident

There arel\lere)fscembled in regulsr, joint session the Colleze
e F g £ s 1

toard of itrustees and TFecunliy, for the vnurrose of carrying through in
vublic the laet official degisions leadinz to the sword of the bachelor
of arts degree %o the %iﬁgzg'rr?duhtins cl 198, The members of the class
have presented themselves for the purnose.)| Less formally, we hove come
together as o comrmnity ir the company of ﬂﬂrentsm end friends
te shere & common nride in this graduating zroup.

Bennington College accents as one of its functions certifying
the zbilities of its students for graduate and nrofessional instrueticn,
and for other purposes. The bachelor's degree is such a certificate.
Those awarded it are the survivers of a process of .= selection.
They have combined = long period of genersl education with more concen-
trated training in one of the immortant sress of lhuman achievementes They

are gualified as useful workers in t-fields;.cf—%qi-r—mj-m.
gﬁ?‘aﬂ.

It would be a mistelre to attach undle sifnificance to $his
certificete as the nrincipal zim of our labors together. This collegee—
eny resgidentizl college—provides not only ingsvruction; it also offers
its studentsg, for a time at least, & way of living. t alters habits,
attitﬁdesh‘ alues. The growth and abilities of the class here nresent
are in no adeguate gense defined or measured by the reguirements set up
for the degree.

Under the institution's influence young women Cevelon in
different ways and at different rates. They begin and end ot widely
édifferent mnoints., Should we attempt to equate them in ferms of their
"ereral growth we would condemn ourselves to artificiality or confusion.

o stated number of years nor any measuring stick yet devised can assess

the develonment that talzes place.

Zoually éifficult is the attemnt to determine the Cpllege's
part in the maturiné vrocess of which we have been witness. BEack of the
exnerience here lie longer years of schooling, the fundamentzl influences
of home and Tamily, the subtle, nowerful impress of ithe genersl environ-
ment. Within the four-year span just ending other agencies znd institi-
tione fthan those at worlk on this hilltop have contributed in important
ways to the education of these, vhom we think of 23 peculicrly our
students. e are only one of many factors in the process of their education.

It is naturel to dramatize thie occaslon 2s marlking a definite
stage in the lifelong process of learning. But it is a2 somewhal false
emphasis. Inexact and inadequate as gradusbion or measurement, it
certeinly is not commencenment.
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In college, siudents are already living and living in the
great world; education is not nre-existence. Tor is this hour in any
real sense culmination. For the four years the work, so :c &g our
ingenuity allows, has been contrived so as to be enriching and vitalizing.
For the most mart it is day-to-day activiiy leasving a gradual residue we
later recoznize as growth. TFor the students sbout o leave us the scene
will change. But learning of some sort will continve. If there has
been anythinz stored un for the Tubure it is not orimarily the precariocus
cenitel of remembered fects, but, rmore fundamentally, skill in learniung
znd doing =nd z continuing desire to learn

Tg the commmnities o which these zraduastes go we meacommend
them. Their presence will yield 2 modest increase of youthful energy,
rurnose and commetence in fields where many =zlktilled hands, u?ﬂlﬂEd minds
end sboul hearis are needed for the maintensnce and improvement of our

comaon culture.

We shall follow them with interest and affection. Ve shall be
oroud of their accomplishment. We ghall De disapuointed at their real
failures. TFor the accidentes of fortune which masouerade as failure we
gshell continue to have, I hone, understaniing, symethy and most of =211
patience. e do not tuild our hopes or41uﬁﬂments unon the accident of
their falling under the restless glare of the spotlizht called ponular
suecess or public schievement.

Cur ervectaiticns rather sre in terms of values we haove in our

life together agreed unon as endiiring. hr1ﬂE&%—HeisdhaehamnaﬁudL;uzT“?
t%éseﬂteygs* QanEEu, ugeful--more often thon not unobirusive--worlz,
eahﬂt ility, facing of chanzing realifies with humor =nd sense, the

accentance o; reguonsibility, sbove 2ll--the meirtenance of 1vterri*y.
Thege as well as the natural sentiments of association and friendship,
ere the continuing and sustaining bonds beitween us.





