
'I'he Degree- Conf erri ".l_:; Ceremony - June 1 !) , 1939

opening remarks of the Presid.ent 

there r.re~in regular joint session the College
board of trustees and faculty for the purpose of' carrying through in 
.,..,u'Jlic the l~st officialdecisionsleading to the award of t.1e bachelor
of arts degree to the graduating class the members of the class

ed t11e v . - - . -
together as a communityt~Ŀ in the company of parents~am::.t~ and friends
to sharea commonpride in this graduating group

Bennington College accepts as one of its functions certifying
the abilitiesties of its students for graduate and professional instruction, 
and for other purposes the bachelor's degree is :such a certificate . 
Those awarded it are the survivors of a. i)rocess of _ e · • 1 b selection. 
The~' heve co:nbined 2. long :period. of general education with more concen-
concentrated training in one of the important areas of human achievement They 
are qualified <:..S useful workers in 
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certificate as tl':;.e "Jrinci:?al r.irr. of our labors together thiscollege
any res i dentieJ. college-provides not only :instruction; it :'..lso o:::'.::~ers 
. "- t ' - ..- t · .._ , t ..- ' · · It 1 t ' '· · ' lvS s..".uCLe1~, .. or a. . i me <?.~ kens , ::; \·Joy o .. living B.- ers habits
['.tt i tudes.>A. values . The growth r'ncl abilities of the class ~1ere :::'!'esent 
arE> in no <:ici.eouate sense defined or measuredby the requirements set up
for tl:e degree

under the institution's influence young women develop in 
different ways anCi. at different rates . They b egi n a.:-: e::d. rt 1-·:i.c,e.Ly 
C.ifferent points s::.:ould we c..ttem~Jt to equate the;:i in ten1s of their 
2eneral growth He v:o'J.ld. cona.e::m ourselves to artificiality or confusio!l . 
:ro st.s.ted number of years nor ~ny measuring stici: yet devised. can assei=;s 
t::..e develo;x-.1ent t:1at tc.!".es pl<:'.ce . 

equally difficult is -::.he atte:n:'lt to deter:nine t~1e college1 s 
:!J~t in the ::i.'<turin,s :orocess of whicl1 ',·;e l12.ve been witness Ee.c~>.: of '!;he 
experience }"_ere l i e longer years of schooling r.1:.e f·,111cla:rient2J. influences
of ho:ne ar.C. family the subtle, rowerful i=gress o. t:-.e c;eneral environ-
~1ent. ·,;i thin the fo~;r-year s:;::ieon just e:1C:.ing ot}~er ~encies i:-::~ ins ti tu-
~ions t;J.an t:wse at \-JOrl: on thi£ 1.1illtop have coatributed. in inroorta.'lt 
ways to t:.e education of these, whom ·:re tr.ink of gs Deculic-rl:r our 

t ~ .l. .. ., 1 "' f' . . ., .J:" .~-.- ' • • s uG.en11s . ·,e .?.re or!_y 0:1e vi ::i2n;:; factors in L.i1e proces~ o.:. tne:i..r education

It is natural to dramatize this occasion as T'.l.ar~:i:-15 :-!. definitete 
stc.,se i:::l the lifelongprocess of learning 3ut it is n soL1ei:;l1at false
err;h2.si s . I neznct 2:0.0. i nadeqclate as graduationor neasurement, it 
certc.inl;r is not commencement



( ,..., \ 
.~) 

In colle,;e, students are alread~r li vi!lg and. li vin5 in tl:.e 
great world; eciucation is not ~0re- existence . :~or is thi s ~1our in ci1!y 

real sense culmination . For t~e four years the wor1;: , so :;'.'2r &.s our 
ingenuity allo•,1s, has been contrived so as to -be enriching and. vitalizing . 
}for t:::e ::iost :iart it is c'.ay- to- iay .s.ct ivi t;y le:win~ a gr2.dual residue 1,-Ie 
lc_ter recog:!".i:::e a.s gro0,,,,tl1 . For t:1e students about to leave us the scene 
1··ill change . :But lec.rning of so:-ne sort v1 ill continue. If tl:ere h:i.s 
been c:mything stored. u~1 for tI'.e fut:cre it is not IJ:C i!ii2rily -;;1-.e precarious 
C['nitcl of re:neebered :fe.cts, but, !':Ore funclamentall~r, s:dll in lee.ruin~ 
c.nd ci.oing 211cl c- continuing 6.esire to le2rn . 

'J:o t~1e CO!:lmrni ties to which these graduates go we :Mco::nend 
t!lem. 1heir :Presence i·•ill y i elii a mo6est increase of ?Out::iful enersY, 
:our--:.ose arni COlll:'.Jetence in f i el s whe re many sl:ill ed. h2.ncls, trainee. lllind.s 
and. sto-~t i'learts a re need.ed for the r.iainten~u:.ce and inprovement of our 
co:n,r.on cul tu.re . 

'.le shall follow them ui th interest and. e.ffection. ·;e shell be 
'°='rouci of their accom-_'.'llis!::ncnt . ~le s:'lall ·oe O.i sa:::rnointed at their real 
fa.i l ures . For t~e accidents of fortune ul:ich llU'soueracle as fe,ilure we 
sh211 continue to h~.ve, I ho:r:ie, u.nd.erst~ins, sy:n)2thy F.ncl ;-:ost of e.11 
:::-·c.tience. '.!e do not build. our hopes orAjuc.c;ments u·:on the accident of 
their felling under the restless ~18.re of the S:'.'lotlii;ht cPlled r;o:iulcT 
success or DUblic c-chievement . 

Our e:;s)ectc.ticns rc;.tl;.er l're L1 ter;c-:s of values we ho.ve i n our 
life toset:1er agreed U")On as enduring . ',, -i.<·- .; • ~1- • :_• P. ~~ 
the~ hone!3t, useful--more often th:;.n not unobtrtlsive--v1orl:, 
r.d.~roti:>.b il i ty, facing of chancil:.g reo.li ties with humor encl sense, tl:.e 
2,cce-;tance of res)onsi bil i ty, ::-.bov-e c:.11--tLe r:12ir:tenance of i ntegr i t;-7 . 
:1hese as ~;ell £cs t1:.e natural sentir:1ent s of associE'.tion ;-.:.nd. frie"'_clshi), 
c.re the continuins 2-:.'1d. sustainir.~ bonds ·oet·,Jeen us . 




