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December 8, 1943

Professor Philipp G. Frank
1558 Vassachusetts Averme
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Frank;

Last October you were good encugh to indicate in a
letter to Mlss Gertrude Crimwood that you might be interested
in ziving a lecture at Bemnington College. I write to you
today, therefore, to ask you whether you would consider an
invitation to speak here next spring. 1 better say right sway
that we ocan offer you no finsncial inducement. Our standard
fee is $25 and expenses. DHut I think that I might add that
this College has been vary deeply interested in the relation-
ship between sclence and the humanities, and that both student
body and faculty would appreciate it very much if you eoculd
give us an evening of your time.

The date we nave in mind would be sometime between the
first of “Way and the fiftsenth of June, preferably the second
half of Maye 1 think that it may be that you would be interssted
in what we are doing here and I have, therefore, taken the liberty
of sending you our latest College Cataloz as well ms a recent
speech of Mr. Lewis Webster Jones, the President of this Collegs,
on the integration of the liberal arts curriculum, in whioh a
good deal of attention is being given to the place of sclence in
the currieulum,.

Being a girls® college Bennington does not have many
science students. Hence we do not want you to address yourself
to the sclence studemts as you did at Williams College, but to
the general community, few of whom have ever gone beyond elementary
algebras At the same time we would not want you to be “popular®
in the invidious sense but would want you to feel free tobbe as
strict in your standards as you desire., It has been our experience
that it 1s better to have a lecturer too diffiecult than toc
gimplified,

As to the subject I think it ocught to be somewhat on
the lines of & discussion of the philosophical issues involved in
modsrn physios. Maybe I am prejudiced but I remember very vividly



Frank - 2

o talk you gave some fifteen years ago in Vienna to which I owe
whatever little I know cf modsrn science. In this talk - it

must have been & short time after your book on the limits of
causality had appsared ~ you showed how the Cartesisn split between
metaphysios and method had made possible modern science, how we
lad remcned the limits of this philcsophiocal system and how we
need a new synthesis betweon metaphysics and method in order to
continue work in soience. This is probably & most inaccurate
sunmary; and anyhow you msy not want to give such a talk. But
something along these lines would do a great deal to overcome

the split between soience and the humanities which plagues us
here; we would like the scientists to see their own philosophical
assumptions and we would like the non-scientists to understand
that the same philosophiecel problems they are concerned with are
the gonoern of sclence as well. Anything you could do along these
or similur lines would be very much uppreciated here.

Wie sball Ve haprpy to hear from you whether you could
accept such an iavitation for neil spring.

Sinoarely yours,

Peter F. Drucker, Chairman
Meetings and Exhibitions Gmiﬂ:ﬂ'



PHILIPP FRANK
HARVARD UM., DPT. OF PHYSICS
CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

FPeter FeDrucker
Bennington College
Bennington Vt. Dec.15,1943

Dear Professor Drycker,

Meny thanks for your kind letter of Dec. 6.1t has been very
friendly of you to remember stiil-my lecture of 15 years ago.
Since that time sg_mény things have happened and | have
experienced so many new impressions that | am hardly the same
man | was at that distant dates | have been teaching at Harvard
almost five yearss While | was lecturing in Prague exclusively
about technical problems of physics | ha ve given at Harvard
regular courses on the philosoéhy of physical sciences Since
| delivered the same lectures at Radcliff College | have also a
certain experience about girl colleges.
| shall be very glad tfspeak at Bennington in the
spring terms The program of your College and the adress of
your President outlined a2 type of studies which seums to me
an excellent basis for 2 general educations |t will be for me
a great honor 2md a great pleasure to 2dress your faculty ad your
stw ents on a topic related to the interaction between advance of
science andﬁgdvance of philosophye
re

Perhaps & good title would beiBirth,life and fossilization
L

of scientific doctriness0Or, if you prefer a short and
a u
a little provoking title: The fossilization of sciences

However, it is perhaps not neces:cary to chose a final title right

NOoOWa



There is al so an other subject which | discussed recently
in several adressesiScience and Poli;ics.The sub ject would
beyexactly speakingythe uze or misuse of scientific doctrines
to bolster up political creedss .
| do not yet know my time table for the spring term
exactly.We have at Harvard a reading period between
June 4th and 18th. During these days | am certeinly free.
But | am pretty sure that | could also manage to come to
Bennington some Friday ewvening in the second half of May.
Please give my best r egards o thamemr—t your faculty,
| shall be very glad ‘to meet you.again and to pet acquadnted

with the members of your staff.

Very sincerely

yours
| am ssnding with tte same mail some reprints of papers

which | published recently in the line of thought to which you

refer ig your letters



April B8, 1944

Professor Philipp Frank
Harvard University
Department of' Physics
Cambridge, Massachuasetis

Dear Professor Frank,

r. Drucker has assked me to write
you to find out if your plana are sush that
you could now set a definite date for your
lecture at Bennington this spring. Our
evening leotures are usually held on Mondays
and Thursdsys snd I would suggest either
Monday, May 15th, or Thursday, May 18th,

If either of these dates is not convenient
for you, however, Fridey, ¥ay 19th, or
Friday, May 26th, would also be possible.
Will you please let me know if one of these
days would be possible for you?

iy, Drucker will write you a
little later about the title of your talk.

Sincerely yours,

liarjorie Beebe, Seoretary
Meetings and Exhibitions Committee
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April 12, 1944
Dear Miss Beebhe:

Thenk you for your letter of
April 8., The moet convenient date
for me would be Monday, Msy 15.
However, there is one difficulty.
I heveé & cless in the morning and
can probably ceteh no train bvefore
11.25 A.M. Plesse let me know
whether I will bte able to grrive
2t your college on time, if I take
this train.

By the wey, I do not know the
exect hour of the lecture, nor how
to reach the college from the sta-
tion.

With my best regards I remsin,

Sincerely yourse,

@é’% Frauf
Philipp Frenk

Mies MerjJorie Beebe, Secretary
Meetings and Exhibitions Committee
Bennington College

Bennington, Vermont.




April 16, 1944

Oa behalf of Bennington College I want to tell you how
happy I am that you can speak here on londay, liay 16th. lie are
looking forward with great anticipution to this talk which will
probably be the first in a rather informal and loose series dis~
cussing some centemporary problems of philosophy. 4as far as our
plans are now, the other speakers in this series of meetings will
talk on the meaning and function of symbols, the philosophy of
Heonry idams, snd some basic philosophicsl problems in the modern
chureches, As you 586, we have uade no atienmpt to impose any central
idea upon the meetings; nor is there any intention of making them
enything else but a personal expression of the speaker's interests
and beliefs,

48 to the concrete topic which we hope you will be good
enough to talk on, our main interest would be in the philesophieal
issues in modern physies. Thia would probably be very close te what
you had in mind with your title, "The Fessilization of Science™ -
actually this is probadbly the best title and the best subject we
could have here just at this moment.

I also want to say thet our meetings are rather informal,
de usually have a talk of some forty-five to fifty-~five minutes,
followed by & gquestion period in the student lounge lasting for half
an hour, after which some msumbers of the faculty hope to have the
pleasure of your company &t a small party. And we also hope that it
will be poseible for you to stay on as our guest for as long as you
want to because we should like very much o show you whet we ure
dningm-

The lecture would be given at 7:355 in the evening, so that
if you are sble to get a train from Boston at 11:26 a.m, you will
surely have snough time., lie shall be glad to have the College car
meet you in Hoosick Falls, which is the station nearest the College
on the Boston & Haine Reilroad, if you will let liiss Beebe know a
little later Jjust when you plan to arrive,

Looking forward to welcoming you here on lay 1bth,
Sincerely yours,

Peter F, Drucker, Cheirman
lieetings and Exhibitions Commitiee

M



May 2, 1944

Professor Fhilipp Frank
Harvard University
Department of Physics
Cambridge, Maseachusstts

Denr Profossor Frank,

Our students would appreciate very much having a list
of sugpested reading which the Librarian might meke available
to them in advance of your leoture here on May 165th. I wonder
if it would be at all possible for you to send us such a list
at your convenienca.,

Sincerely yours, .
e

Har jorie Beebe
Secretary, leetings Committee



FeFrank

List of books.

V itddington A.The Nature of the physical Worlde Yo
v’ . Philosophy of Physical Science S0,/
v Russell B, Logic and Mystics Mystreisn aud !tﬁ,"" 192 .9
— " The Scientific Outlook
- Stebbing Suzan,Philosophy and the Physlcists.
we= Jeans A. The mysterious Universe
v " PW; i W~ e uﬁ—a\u‘“or“‘j (I“-“"‘“B)
Fa Frank Between Physics and Phlloaophy -
— Maritain d. The ds grens of knowledge 5o j

R idgman
5
Broglie L. Matter and Light., 3¢,/

'v/;mrrow Ke The Renaissance of Physics <& 3¢
Born M. The restless Universe. J20.(
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Miss Mar jorie Beebe _—
Benington College — —
Bennington,Vt. _May 75,1944

Dear Miss Besbe,

Thanks for your friendlyn word of May 2. Enclosed |

send you some titles of bookses They may not be very closely relatsc

to the contemt of my adress.However they may give a certain

idea of the sub ject matter.

If nothing comes across | shall arrive at Hoosick Falls

station at 4,57 p.me monday,May 15.]1 hope to meet there some
transportations.| could upeﬁd_jba night on the campus if there is

some facilitysProbably,l Eould.stay at Bennington tuesday

morning and. leave about the =ar-ly afternoon.

With my best repgards

yours

sincerely

Fleky Frak




INTEROFFICE MEMO Bennington College 3
Date lay 10th, 1944

To Miss Beebe .
|
ri.r?-'u’\‘ °'"/ l
From Wy, dmndbery Re: Dr. Philipp Frank Lecture
LK)
N\ Iyt
The-:-e will be a diviner at 6:30 for Dr. 'rank: civen by Mr. Drucker | L
to which will be invited: Mrs. Drucker %) J \_1.,)”
/M. Lundberg P Ki g
vz, Jordan » o UV

1'111'3. Jecra}" ﬁ’h)
vFlora Bond
v Idolene Hegemann v/ A



Bennington College
May 13, 1944

GENERAL MEETINGS SCHEDULE

Monday, l&y 15th 7235 Palls Theatre

Lecture by Dre. Philipp Frank on

"PHILOSOPHICAL ISSUES 1IN IMODERN SCIENCE"



Mey 18, 1944

Frofessor Fhilipp Frenk
Hurvard University

Dopartment of Phyasics
Canmbridge, Lasscchuseiis

Dear Professor krank,

. 1 have asked the Couptroller's Office to send you
e check to cover your honoverium for your lecture at Bennington
Coilege. as you kuow, we should also like to pay your traveling
exponses aud i you wilil soud we & statement showing the smount,
I shell arrange Lo save & chieos sent to you in payment,

@e were all delighted thal you could vialt the College
and hope that you will come to see us again sometinme.

Sincerely yours,

'”-f‘

Mar jorie Beebe, Secretary
Heetings Coumittee



PeFrank
Dpte of Fhysics : . )
Harvard Un. May 19,154

Dr.Peter Drucker
Bennington College
Benning ton Vit.

Uear Dr.Drucker,

Being now back from my trip to Bennington | wish te thank to
you and your frifpds lobthe kind reception given to me. | shall remember
always with délight the picture of yobr College.The progre-sive
way of teaching and @ducating has impresced me muche.The discussions
with you and some of y&ur colleagues have been very stimulating to me.
The question period after my spesch gave me & very good Impression
of your studfet body.They seem to me 2 ldbely group which has a spontzaneous
approach to human problemss
Please give,in particu&lr,my best regards to President Jones,
to Mrs Jordan,Mrs Lundberg,Mr. Neutra and,last not least,to Niss
Crouse.
As for my expenses they have been § 10.-
With my best wishes
sincerely

yours
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