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First and foremost, congratulations and welcome to Be nnington. 

I a m writing to explain what I believe to be one of the most 
unique and important aspects of Bennington, the Student 
Educational Policies Committee, or SEPC. 

The Committee is comprised of seventeen students , two from each 
division (except for Literature and Languages which has three), a 
secretary, and a chairperson. The Committee meets once a week to 
discuss academic issues and problems as they arise in various 
areas of the College. The chair of the Committee s its on the 
Academic Council of the College and regularly meets with the 
Deans of the College and the President. The division 
representatives are elected by students study ing in each division 
and act as liaison between the faculty and students . The 
representatives attend div ision meetings, voicing s tudent 
concerns and opinions on issues ranging from fac i l ities to the 
sch e duling of classes . 

I n each course at Bennington, students elect a class 
representative who acts as an intermediary for t h e faculty and 
t h e class. At the middle and end o f the term calls a meeting, 
withou t the facult y member present, to discuss how the class has 
been going and how it could be i mp rov ed. The class r e presentative 
t h en provides an outline of the discussion for the faculty 
me mber , wh o then responds directl y to the issues r ai s ed by the 
class . When the process is repeated at the end of t he term , 
students are asked to write a brief , confidential s tatement 
e val uating the teacher and the class and have the option of 
permitting the teacher to rev iew t h is statement. At the time of 
fa culty contract renewal , students who have taken a course with 
t h e facult y member ma y also write a confidential l e tter of 
recommendation. Student e valuations are considered in the 
c ontra c t renewal process . 

I real i ze that this is qui te a bit of information to be taking 
in, but the point that I want to get across is t hat, at 
Be nni ngton , students ha v e a voice , and that voice i s SEPC . Should 
you c hoose to attend Benn ington , you will find tha t you are not 
a ttend ing a static institution. Th roug h SEPC you have the 
opportunity to not onl y s ha pe you own education , but also the 
Col leg e. 
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Jonathan Schwa rt z ' 92 
SEPC Cha i r 
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VTJECTIVE C01\1MITTEES 

Academic Council 1:: 
Elizabeth Cole man, ex. of., Chair 
Daniel Michaelson, ex officio 
Susan Sgorbati, ex officio 
Phebe Chao 6/96 

6/94 Avraam Koen 
Marc Lendler* 
Reinha r d Mayer* 
Neil Rappaport* 
Sue Rees 
Kerry Woods 

(Mishkind*l2/95)12/93 
6/96 
6/96 
6/96 
6/96 

Rosie Schaap, SEPC 
Duncan Dunscombe, Student Council 
Ornri Elisha, Elected Student 

(*Budget Committee) 

Faculty Personnel Committee 
Susan Sgorbati, ex. of., Chair 
Jonatha n Haynes 
Barbara Roan 
Allen Sh a wn 
M"=msour Farhang 

Personnel Review Committee 
Neil Rappaport 
Ranil Guneratne 
Marc Lendler 

APPOINTIVE C01\1MITTEES 

Admissions & Financial Aid 
Karen Kristof, ex. of., Chair 
Meg Woolmington, ex. officio 
Daniel Michaelson, ex. officio 
Henrietta Mars hall, ex. officio 
Gladden Schrock 
Barbara Roan 
Derek Ca mpbell 
Ranil Guneratne 

6/96 
12/94 
6/94 
6/95 

6/96 
12/95 
12/95 

6/93 
6/93 
6/94 
6/94 

Educational Counseling 
Committee 

Daniel Michaelson, e x. of. 
Chair 

Tentative Plan Panels 
William Dixon 
Norman Derby 
Sandra Dunn 

John Smyth 
Lee Supowit 
Sue Ann Kahn 

Confirmation of Plan 
Panels 

Martha Wittman 
Sue Rees 
Marc Lendler 

Di Di Heller 
Barry Bartlett 
Gladden Schrock 

Interdivisional Panels 
Ricky Blake 
Maxine Neuman 
Phebe Chao 

Master Panel 
Dean Snyder 
Terry Creach 
Elizabeth Wright 

Alternates 
Jonathan Haynes 
David Groupe 

Library Committee 
John Swan, Chair 
Charolette Welch , e x. of . 
Sandra Dunn 6/94 
Aris Noah 6/94 
Stephen Sandy 6/94 
Ranil Guneratne 6/94 
Reinhard Mayer 6/94 
Selina Basey, student 
Firuza Pastakia , student 


