
Bennington College
. Apri 1. 1946 

BENNINGTON COLLEGE CONSTITUTION 

I. FRAMEWORK OF COMMUNITY GOVERNMENT 

A. The c ommunity sha ll consist of the student b ody , f a c u l ty and 

sta ff . Their p articipation as i ndividua l s i n tho a rt of 

e duc ation and living to got he r form tho substanc e of communty 

lifo . Tho employees of the College are i nvite d to pa rti c ipa t e 

i n comrnunity mootings. 

B. The organization of community life compris e s College Adminis-

tration and Community Gove r nment . Colle ge Admini stration is 

base d on the charter and by-laws of the Benni ngton College

Corpor ation and the common law created by de cisions of tho 

Boa rd of Trustees, the Pr es i dent and the faculty Corrununity 

Gove r nment derives from the existence of the c ommuni ty and f r om 

the e duc ationa l p rinciple s of tho Colle ge ; i t i s based on the 

Benni ngton Co llege constitution. College Administr ati on and 

Communi ty Gove r nment are t wo comp l ement ary and i nte r do p ondont 

appro a che s t o c ommuni ty organi zation . 

c . The memb e rs of tho c ommunity assembled i n co1mnunity meetings 

are the sovereign body . They are empowered to enact and 

r epea l commun ity standa r ds and constitutiona l provi s i ons , 

to take part i n the formu l at i on of educational policies

to create adn abo li s h commi tt oo s and to delegate s pe c i fic 

powers to them, to elect and recallr opr os ont a t i v os . The 

House Meetings and Fa c u lty-St aff meetings shall be tho 

basic uni ts for the d i scuss i on of community problems.

D. ltos pon s i bili ty f or carrying out tho various funct ion s of 

communi ty gove r nment sha ll b o lodged i n tho CommunityCouncil, 
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general executive body which supplies tho leadership of 

the corrununity; Central Corruni ttoo , a judicio. l body; and

the Hous e Chairmen, hous e administrators.

E. Recognizing tho fact that all memb ers of the community 

carryspecial functions and r esponsibiliti e s, special

commi tteo s are e sto.b lishe d to doo. l with specific areas of 

conc e r n. 

I I. THE HOUSE UNIT

A. The membership of each of tho twe lve hous e s consists of o. 11 

the students living i n it and off-co.mpus students assigned

to the hous e . 

B. The members of the hous e s should attend all hous e mootings, 

o.nd concern themselves with the administration of the house 

and the participation of the house in community life . 

and Staffmembers may participatein housemeetings. 

Faculty

The 

discussion in hous e meetings should deal with o.ny mo.tt ors of 

general i nterest which are r ef erred to tho hous e by 

members of the community or by community committees. The 

hous e may sugges t that a topic be taken to a cornrnuni ty meeting

for conside r o.tion. 

C. Each hous e shall e l ect o. Repres entative to tho Community Council. 

She is to be e l ected on the basis of he r abilityto aid construc-

t ive ly i n tho fornu l o.tion of cormnuni ty problems. 

1. Each house shall nomi no.t e three of its members for this officG 

during the s econd week of the s ec ond s emester. 

2. The r epre sonto.ti ve to the Cornmuni ty Council shall be e l ecte d 

from this slate during the third week of the s emester. 

D. Each hous e shallelect a local administrative officer, the House 
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chairman Sho shall be e l ected for her ability to administer

tho affairs of the hous e and to adjust the pr ob l ems that arise

bet ween i ts members, Her dut i e s sha ll inc lude tho runni ng of 

tho .hous e and tho organization of such routi ne matters as tho 

morni ng che ck-up and library books. I n order to carry out thes e 

functions eff i ci ent l y she may delegate specific powers to r e spon-

s ible hous e members.

1. Each hous e shall nominate throe of i ts members for 

this offi ce during the s econd week of the s econd s emester. 

2 . The House Chairman shall be e l ected fro m this s l at e 

during the third week of the s emester. 

E. Tho Hous e Repr es ont o.t i ve and the Hous e Chairman shall coopor o.to 

and enlist ono o.nothe r 1 s aid.

F . I n di fficult cases i nvo l ving tho standards of Benni ngton 

Co l lege or tho general we ll- bei ng of the hous e , the chairman

shall enlist the cooperationof Central Committee. Tho 

members of Cent r a l Committee shall meet from time to time 

with tho chairmen of a ll tho ho us e s i n order to discuss o.n d 

adj ust any general prob l ems which may arise i n the adminis-

tration of tho houseuni t . 

III . THE FACU LTY- STAFF UNIT 

The Faculty Staff Uni t cons i sts of the President of t he 

Co llege , and tho members of t he Faculty and Staff. This 

uni t sha ll e l ect or s e l ect f aculty or staff members of the 

CommunityCouncil and di scuss prob l ems of corrununity 

government. 

IV. CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

A. Cent r a l Committee shallporforn it s function within tho 

f r amework of the Standar ds and Rules of Benni ngton Co lle ge , 
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a co do of be havior whi ch has been agreed upon by the entir e 

co munit y in the inter ests of harmonious living and

f unct i ono. l eff ectiveness. The standards stated i n general

t e rms, r epre s ent tho community's conception of adult and

civiliz ed behavi or. The rules are spe cific campus laws,

a bo dy of traffic r ogulo.tions. At tho ond of t ho fall

semester of each yco.r, the list of rules and standards shall

be vot ed upon by tho entire community aft er pre limi nary 

dis cuss i on i n t ho houses.

B. Central Committee deals with t wo typos of cases

1. The indi vidual who has i nfringed upon a r u l o . 

2. Tho i ndividua l who has no t behaved i n o.ccordo.nco with 

one or mo r e of tho standards

C. Tho method of Central Committee shall be t o deal qui etly with 

each i ndi viduo. l case t o.ki ng i nto account the ri ghts of bot h 

the i ndividua l and tho community. It sha ll have t ho power 

to recommend to tho proper faculty commi ttee dismis s al i n 

oxt r omo cases but it shall r e ly primarily on couns e l o.nd 

por suo.s ion, in tho oxpect o.tion that thor o i s no nood f or 

punis hment. 

D. Tho j uri sdiction of Centra l Committee over Benni ngton Co llege 

students i nc ludes campus, t ho t own of Benningt on and other

places where studonts are c l co.rly indcntifi od as members of 

tho Bennington College community . 

E. Central Committee shallbe composed of thr ee students and one 

facu l t y member. Central Committee e l ects its own cho.irmo.n o.nd 
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secretary It may ask nymember of t ho communityto s e rvo i n an

a dvi sory capacity It shall work especiallyclos e l y with the

Directo r of Studen t Porsonne l. Two members of tho Central Commit-

t e e shalltake office at the begi nning of each s 0mostor, and each

member shall hold office for two s emeste rs. 

1. The f a culty m.m..rand ono student member of tho Central Com-

n ittoo sha ll be elected at the begi nning of tho s e cond s omost or. 

.._ Each hous e shallnominate t wo students of the offi ce dur i ng 

the s e cond week of tho s e cond semester Fromthese nomi na.-

t i ons tho Community Council shallprepare a s l o.t o of two or 

thr oe names.

b. Ea ch house shall nominate t wo f a cu lty members f or t ho offi ce 

during tho s e cond week of tho s econd semester The Commun-

ity Council shall then pr e s ent tho names of the f our candi-

dates having the highest number of vo t e s t o the faculty staff

Unit, whic h sho.11 t hen r educ e the slate to two names.

c . Tho facultymember adn one student memb er of tho Centr a l Com-

mitte c shall b o elected during tho third week of tho s e cond 

s eme ste r. 

2. Two student members of the Centr a l Committe e sho. 11 be e l e ct e d 

a t t he end of t he s econd semester.

. Each hous (; shall nominate three students for tho of f i c e , 

throe weeks before tho end of the semester From the se nomi-

n ati ons the Community Counc il s ho. 11 prepare . slate of four 

names.

b . Two s tudents sho. 11 b o e lected t o Central Commi ttee t wo weeks

bef o r e the end of the s econd semester.

c . These t wo students shall take office at t ho b e gi nni ng of tho 
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following semester. 

F. The Records Offi ce shall be responsible for the granting of 

early l e aves and l a t e returns, and shall refer these applications 

to the Central Committee only when there is some doubt as to the 

n e cessity for leaving early or returning late. 

V. RECREATION COUNCIL 

A. The Re creation Council shall consist of one committee, composed of 

twelve students and two faculty or staff members. 

B. In the l ast week of the fall term, members of t he student houses on 

the Eastside of campus shall directly elect six new membe rs to the 

Re creation Council . Likewise , in the last week of t ho. spring t e rm, 

members of the West s ide of campus shall dire ctly eloct six new 

members t o tho Recreation Council. The new committee shal l elect a 

chairman and s e cre tary a nd shall, with the advice of tho President, 

o l oct t wo faculty or staff members to serve on the committee . 

c . The function of tho Re creation Council shall be to take the 

responsibility for all recreational activities of tho community . 

VI. STUDENT TREASURER 

A. Tho Community Council sho.11, in April, appoint, with tho approval

of the College Comptroller, a Student Treasure r, who shal l bo a 

mombor, ox-offic o, of tho Re creation Council. Tho Student Tr easurer 

s ha ll bo responsible to tho Community Council and to ·tho Comptrol l e r 

for tho administration of tho finances of all stude nt committoos. 

Bo' Tho Student Treasurer shall pr e sent a n annual financia l r e port to 

the .omm.nity Counc il. Hor books shall be audited at tho e nd of 

co.ch fiscal year by tho Comptroller or such agency as the 

Comptrolle r may designate.
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VII . THE COMMUNITY CHEST COMMITTEE

A. Tho Communitty Cho st Commi ttee shall consist of two students, 

appointed by tho .omm.nityCouncil in conjunction with tho 

outgoi ng Committee and of tho Student Treasurer ox-officio . 

It shall bo appointed in April to ser vo for one year. For 

tho remainder of tho spring t e r m, the mor:1bors of the old 

committee ox-officio, sha ll s e rvo on tho now commi ttee . 

B. Tho Community Council on nomination of the Student Treasurer sha ll 

appoint students t o act as collostors of funds under her 

direction, in conjunction with tho Comm.unity Chest Cormnittee e 

c. Tho functi ons of tho Committee sha ll be : 

1. To r ccoi ve and evaluate all appeals made t o tho community 

f or money or pr operty from local charitable organiz ations. 

2. To r eceive and evaluate all appea ls made to the community 

for money or property fr om national war chariti es. 

3. To draw up a budget based on its· evaluation of thes e appeals

and its estimate of the probably vo lunto.ry contribut i ons 

fr om members of the community Tho Committee shall submit 

tho budget for approval t o tho Community Council and, at

the Council's discretion, to the community. 

4. To manage an Emp l oyees' Chri stmas Gift Fund and/or any 

other c ornrnuni ty obligation, and t o submitt a budget f or 

thos e activities according to provisions hereinabove stated.

5. To administuer, with tho approva l of the Community Council, 

any surplus which may acc rue . 

6 . To s ancti on as it s ec s fit any campaign or appeal t o the 

cornmuni ty for money or property by any organization. It 

sha ll consult tho CommunityCouncil whenever in doubt about 
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such s nntions. 

VIII. HEALTH COMMITTEE 

A. The Student HocLlt h Offic e r shall act as a liason b et ween tho 

HealthServices and the student body. 

B. In Apri 1, at the first mooting of the Community Counc i 1, one r ep r e-

sentativve on the c ouncil sha ll b e o l ectod student healthoffi cer. 

c. She shalldeal wi th misunderstandings which might arise bet ween tho 

s t udent body and tho HealthSe r v i ce , and pr ovi de tho medical staff 

with a student offic e r t o aid them i n Freshman oricnt o.tion and any

emergency whi c h mi ght arise.

D. She sha ll me et with tho medical staffwhen necessary and/or at

least once a term.

I X. STUDENT EDUCAT IONAL POLI CIES COMMITTEE 

A. The Student Educati ono. l Policies Commi tt oo shall cons i st of s ix 

s tudent memb ers; eachmembe r t o r epres ent tho faculty a.nd students 

i n ::my way c onnected wi th tho fi e ld whi ch elected her.

B. The members shall b e elected as earlyin the s e cond term as p ossible 

by the Sen i or Divi sion students i n each fi e l d, as we ll as by Sopho-

mo r e s who may identify themselves with whatever fi e ld s eems mo st 

plausible. Nomi n ati ons will t a ke pla c e i n student meetings chaired

by the outgo i n g representatives and will i nc lude n o mo r e than six 

noni nco s . Tho slate f or each f i e l d wi l l then go t o the f o.culty of 

the fie ld f or cons i de r ati on and amendation and they will submit

the slat e with no more than four nominees t o the FacultyEducational

Po li c i e s Committee f o r app r oval. Thi s slate will then .. p o s t e d 

and Sophomo r e s, J uni or s, and Sen i ors sha ll v e t o f o r on e n omi nee out

of the gr oup they have nomin.t..
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C. If a member of the Student E....tion.l Po liciGs Committee 

r e si gns during her t e r n of offic e , tho nominee n ext i n 

.......ion on the prof or ent i o. l ballot i n tho last e l ection 

shall with the advice and c ons ent of the Faculty E....tion.l

Po licie s Committee automatically fill tho vacancy.

D. Tho offic e r s o f tho Student Educational Policie s Committee

shall c ons i st of . chairman and a s e cre t a ry e l ecte d by tho 

Committee . At these e l e ctions only the n ow memb ers sha ll v ot e . 

E. The functi on o f tho Student Educational Po licie s Committ ce shall

be:

1. To c onsider problcns in c onnection with the educational

po licie s of the Co llege and t o bring them t o tho attention

of t ho faculty and students . 

2 . To promote the most e ffici ent work relationships bet ween 

gr oups of individual s t udents and f o.culty members. 

3 . To be c onsulte d by the faculty and staffwhon the Committee's

op i n i on as respresentative of tho student b ody i s want e d on 

matters of educaitonal po li cy. 

4 . To convass student opini on whun n oc c ss o. r y . 

X. THE GENERAL MEET INGS COMMITTEE

A. The General Meetings Commi ttee sha ll c onsist of t wo student 

membe rs, cho s en i n Se ptemb e r by tho Commi ttee from a slate

s ubmitte d by tho Student Educational Po lici e s Committee

f a.cu l ty monbe rs cho s en by the President , and one permanent

o.dministr o.t or. Tho Commi tt ee will choo s e its own chairman.

B. THe Gene r a l M..tin.. Committee sho.11 b e responsible f or tho 

organization and management of allmeetings exhibits and the 

like , othe r t..nregular schedul ed academic activitie s. It 



shall cons i der the needs and i nt er ests of tho community i n 

tho administration of tho s o activi ti cs. 

XI . THE: SILO BOARD 

A. Tho Si l o Boa rd shall fill any vacancies by e l ecting now members t o 

t ho Board at t ho l..tmeeting of each semester Tho Board shall

ol oct its ovm offic ers at tho fir st meeting of tho f irst semester

t o serve f or one year. The Boar d shall choos e t wo f aculty members

t o s er vo as advi s ors. 

B. Its functi on shall be t o i ssue publications at int er va ls whi ch 

tho Board shall determine.

c. The Silo Board shall be r e sponsible t o the communityas a whol e . 

XII. THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND THE STEERING COMMITEE

A . Tho Community Counc i 1 shall bo the chi ef oxocut i vo and 

poli cy making body of tho comminity. Its principa l functions 

are t o coordinate tho vari ous sp ecia l cornmi ttoo s of tho community, 

t o deal wi th communitty- wi do problems and t o i ni tiat e l ogis lation

Other special functi ons of tho Community Council i nc l ude : 

1. Rospons i bility f or the ...n.. of hous e meetings , 
f or i nsuring that a ll pr oblons confr ont i ng spoci nl 
committoo s which a r c of i nt er es t t o tho community 
be pres ent ed t o the hous os ; and that problems of 
community and nationwide i nt er est bo discuss ed 
i n tho hous es . 

2. Ro spons i bility f or i nsuring that an o.nnua l m..tin.
i s hold, i n cooper ation with speci a l committees
i n all the hous es on the standards of the community 
and tho functi ons of allc ommi ttees . 

3. Re sponsibility f or the calling and tho conduct 
of communitymeetings. 

4. Tho hand ling of community e l ect i ons . 

5. Dealingwi th grievances pre sented by any member
of the community. 

6. Ro spons i bility f or introducing fr e shmen t o tho 
Benni ngton Colle ge Cormnuni ty, f or whi ch purpos e 
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B. 'l'ho community Council shall c ons i st of 1 5 members a Rop r e s on-

tative fr om each hous e , two faculty staffmemb ers, and o. cha irnan 

e l e ct e d by t ho entire .omm.nity The e l e ctions shal l b o he ld at

the beginning of tho spring s eme ster. The r e sha ll b e n o p e r manent 

m.m ber and n o e x- of f icio member. The Community Council may ask

committee membe rs or othe r members of tho community t o s e r v o i n an

advisory capacity.

c. The Chairman of the Community Council sha ll b e nominated i n hous e 

primaries and faculty staff primari e s during tho s e c ond wock of 

the s e c ond semester eachunit sallnominate two candidates fr om 

the ent i r e community . The out go i n g Community Counc i 1 sha ll draw

up a s late of the. t o 6 candidates r oco i v ing tho hi ghost vote in 

the One of the candidates shall then bo electe d duri ng 

the t hird week cf the s e c ond semester In the event tho.t the sue-

ccssful candidates is the Representative of her hous e , a new Ropr e-

shallbe e l e cte d . 

D. Tho f aculty-staff membe rs of tho Community Council sho.11 be 

n omi nate d by the faculty staffunit. Tho Pre si dent sha ll 

c onsult with the nominee s and a pp oint the two who are mo st 

willin g and able t o se r ve . 

E. In matters of l egi s l ati on, the proc e dure i s as f o llows ; 

The Community Council must d i scus s the i ssue and dr aw up 

an agenda f or hous e meetings at which f u ll d is cus s i on shall

b e encour aged . Any i ssue w hi ch c onc e rns tho faculty o..nd/or 

st aff sha ll b e discussed i n a meeting of the Faculty- Stuff 

Unit b of o r o the final community meeting Tho fina l v ot e shall

take place i n c c rmn.un i ty meeting the community vot e i s bindi n g . 
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Tho Community Council must s ot the legistative procoduro in 

motion upon the r eceipt of a petition signed by t on perc ent 

of the comm.unity calling f or the r evoking a.nd/or enacting of 

standards rule s or c ons ti tutional provisions. Any .. member

of the Community may petition t o CommunityCouncil t o 

undertake procee di n gs f or the enactment or r evoki ng of 

l ogisla.ti on . 

F . Tho Community Council shall bo aided by the Steering Committee

Ne i ther an executive nor a law-making body, tho Steering 

Cornmittoo shall act as an a.dvis or t o tho Community Council. 

Its purpos e is t o ensur e tho maximum of understanding and

pa.rticipntion by the corrununity in its gove r nment. Tho 

Steering Committee shall stimulate evaluate and coordinate

t ho activi ti c s of tho various committcos. It shall propose , 

f or the discussion and tr..tm.nt va.ri ous aspects of c orrununi ty 

business, i t; a.n attempt t o insure both a mo r e a.ctive gover nment 

and a mo r e acti ve community.

G. Tho Steering Committee shall bo conpos od of the Chairman of the 

Community Counc il, a.nd D. facultyor staffmembers and t wo stu-

dents who are o.ppoi ntod by the Community Counc i 1. 

1. During tho second week of the second s emester the Faculty-Sta.ff 

Unit shall nomin.t. thr oe of it s I!lOmbers t o tho Steering Com

mittoo . The new Corrm1unity Council to its first mooting shall

ol oct one of thss o candidates t o the Steering Committee . 

2. Tho new Community Counc il at its first meeting shallelect t wo 

student memebers t o tho Steering Committee . 

H. El ect i on SubCommittees

Tho e l ection sub-c o:rrrrnittee s conduct tho goner o. l e l ecti ons i n the 
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community i, o ., sec that.. t all nominations ar o made approved by 

the Ro cor ds Off i ce , and pos t ed bef or e e l oct i ons ; and supe r vi s e 

the printi n g and counting of ballots. They may appoi nt poll 

watchers and ba llot counters if noodod , 

1. Each e l ection sub- c orruni ttoe con si s t s of f our peop l e . 

2. Tho Community Council will appoint f r om i ts own members one 

e l ect i on sub- comnitt ee three weeks bef or e the e l ect i ons in 

Ju l y , and a. second e l ect i on sub-commit t ee t hr oe wooks bef or e 

tho end of the f i r st s eme ster t o conduct tho e l ect i ons i n the 

f ollowi n g April. 

XIII , RECALL OF STUDENT OFFI CERS 

A. Indivi dua l .ommitt... must defi ne what an offic er can be impeached 

f or , Thi s enti r e question will be det e r mi n ed by the pr oc edure of 

r ec a. 11, whi ch sha. 11 b e; a. s f ollows : 

B, A pet i t i on shall be s i gned by 10% or not l oss tha.n 10 of tho gr oup 

which elected the of f i cer, and/or a poti t i on shall be s i gned by 2/ 3 

of the committeo on which sho serves.

C, This put i t i on ( or thos e pet i t i ons ) s hall bo pr es ented t o tho Steer-

i ng Committeo, which shall make a full investigati n and . fina l 

recommendation t o the Community Counc i 1 t o call f or a vot e of con-

fi dence , At a.ny t ime during thos e pr oceedi ngs the off i ce r i n quos . 

t i on may r e s i gn ; other wi s e she must wa i t until . vot e of confi dence 

is authori zed by tho Communi ty Council. 

D, By s i mp l e ma j ority vot e of tho group whi ch elected her , a student 

off i cer m.y be r emoved f r om her position . 

XIV . AMENDMENT OF THE BY-LAWS

Any s ecti on of these by-la.ws f or the organiZ'.1.ti on of the Co l l ege com-

munity co.n be a.mended by a. majority vote at the Community Meetin g, pr o-

vided the pr opos ed change i s pos t ed at least one week i n advance of the 

Community Moct i ng . 
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