Bennington Colloge
April, 19486

BENNINGION COLLEGE CONSTITUTION

I. FRAMEWORK OF COMIUNITY GOVERNMENT

A. Ths community shall consist of the student body, faculty and
staffe Their participation as individuals in the art of
cducation and living together form the substance of community
lifcs The omployocs of tho Colleoge arc invited to participate
in community mectings.

B. The orgonizntion of community life compriscs Collcge Adminise-
tration and Community Government. College Administration is
based on the charter and by-laws of the Bennington Colloge
Corporation and the common law croated by decisions of the
Board of Trustecs, the President and tho faculty. Community
Government durives from the existonce of the community and from
the cducational principles of the College; it is bascd on the
Bennington College constitutions College Administration and
Community Government arc two complementary and interdepondent
approachcs to community organization.

Cs The membors of the community assembled in community meetings
are thc soveoreign body. They are empowered to cnact and
repcnl community stondards and constitutional provisions,
to toke part in the formulaotion of educational poliecies,
to croatc and abolish committocs and to delognte spoeifie
powcrs to them, to cliuet and reeall ropresontativess The
House jectings and Faculty-Staff mectings shall be tho
basic units for tha discussion of community problems.

De lesponsibility for carrying out the various functions of

community government shall be lodged in the Community Council,
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o general cxecutive body which supplies the leadership of
the community; Contral Committee, o judicial body; and
the House Chaoirmon, housc administrators.

E. Recognizing the fact that all members of the community
carry spceial funetions and responsibilities, special
committeecs are ¢stoblished to deal with speeific arcas of
CONecrila

IT. THE HOUSE UNIT

As  The membership of e:ch of the twelve houses consists of all
the students living in it and off-campus students assignud
to the housce.

Be The mcembers of the houses should attend all house mocotings,
and concern themselvos with the administration of the house
ond the participation of the house in communiﬁy lifc. Faculby
and Stoff members may participate jm housc meoetings. The
discussion in housc mectings should deal with any mattcrs of
general interest which are referred to the housc by
members of the community or by community committeecs. The
housc may suggest that a topic be taken to :. community mececting
for considcrotion.

Cse Each housc shall elect o Ropresentative to the Community Council.,
She is to be elected on the basis of her ability to aid construc-
tively in tho formulation of community problemse
1. Each house shall nominate threc of its members for this office

during the sccond weck of thce second semestere
2, The reoprescntative to the Community Council shall be elected
from this slate during the third weck of the scmester,

De  Each house shall eleet a local administrative officer, the House
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Choi rmen. She shell be clected for her ability to administer
the affairs of thc housc and to adjust the probléms that arise
between its members. Her duties shall include the running of
the .house and the organizotion of such routine mattors as the
morning check-up and library books. In order to carry out these
functions cfficicently she may declegate specific powers to respon-
sible housc mombeors.
l. Eoch house shall nominatc threce of its members for

this office during the second wecek of the sccond scmester.
2. The House Chairman shall be electcd from this slate

during the third week of the semestor,
The Housc Representative ond the House Chairman shall cooperate
and enlist one another's cid.
In difficult c¢.22s involving the standards of Bennington
College or tho general well-being of the house, the Chairman
shall enlist the cooperation of Central Committecs The
members of Central Committee shall mcet from time to time
with the cheirmen of all the houses in order to discuss and
adjust any general problems which may arisc in the adminis-
tration of the housc unit.

FACULTY-STAFF UNIT

The Faculty-Staff Unit consists of the President of the
Collecge, and the members of the Faculty and Staff. This
unit shall eleet or select faculby or stoff members of the
Community Couneil and discuss problems of community

governments

CENTRAL COLMMITTEE

A

Contral Committee shall porform its function within the

framework of the Standards and Rulcs of Bennington Collego,
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a code of behavior which has buon agreed upon by the entire
comnunity in the in£erests of hormonious living and
functional offectivenesses The standards, stated in general
terms, ropresent the community's conception of adult and
civilized bchavior. The rules are specific campus laws,
a body of traffic regulations, At the cnd of the fall
senester of each year, the list of rules and standards shall
bc voted upon by the entirc community after preliminary
discussion in thc houscs.
Control Committce deals with two types of casocss
l. The individnzl who has infringed upon 2 rulc.
2+ The individual who has not behaved in accordance with

on¢ or more of the standards.

The method of Central Committoc shall be %o deal quietly with
each individual case, taking into account the rights of both
the individual and the communitye. It shall have tho power
to rccommend to the proper faculty committee dismissal in
oxtreme cascsy but it shall rely primarily on counsel an
persuasion, in the cxpeetation thet there is no need for
punishment.
The jurisdiction of Central Committee over Bennington College
students includes campus, the town of Bennington and other
ploces wherc studonts arc clcarly indentificd as members of

the Bennington College community.

Cuntral Committee shall be composed of throe studonts and one

faculty nmembere Central Committee cleocts its own chairmen and
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scerctarys. It may ask any nember of the community to serve in on

advisory capacitye. It shall work ospceially closcly with $he

Dircetor of Student Porsonnel. Two members of the Central Cornit-

tec shall take office at the beginning of each semester, ond cach

member shall hold office for two semesters.

1.

The faculty member npd onc student momber of the Central Come

mittece shall be clueted at the beginning of the sceond semecster.

b,

Each housc sholl nominatce two studcents of the office during
the sccond week of the sccond semestor. From these pomina-
tions the Community Council shill propare o slate of two or
throc names.

Each house shall nominate two faculty mcmbers for the office
during thc sccond wock of the second scmestere The Commun-
ity Council shall then present the names of the four condi-
dates having the highost numbor of votes to the Foculty-Staff
Unit, which shall thcn roduee the slatc to two namess

The faculty member and one student member of the Central Com-
mittee shall be electid during the third weck of the sccond

semcesters

Two student memburs of the Central Committes shall boe elected

at the end of the sccond semester.

.

b

Ce

Lach housc shall nominaste three students for the offics,
threc woeks bufore the cnd of the scmester. From these nomi-
nations the Community Couneil shall proparc a slate of four

noancs e

Two studcnts shall be electced to Central Committee two wecoks

before the end of the second scmestors

Th.se two studonts shall toke office at the beginning of the
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following semester,

F, The Records Office shall be responsible for the granting of
early leaves and late returns, and shall refer these applications
to the Central Committee only when there is some doubt as to the
necessity for leaving early or returning late,

V, RECREATION COUNCIL

A, The Recreation Council shall consist of one committee, composed of
twelve students and two faculty or staff members,

By 1In the last week of the fall term, members of the student houses on
the LCast side of campus shall directly elect six new members to the
Rocreation Council, Likewisc, in the last week of the spring term,
members of the West side of campus shall directly elect six new
members to tho Recrcation Council, The now committee shall elect a
chairman and sccrctary and shall, with the advice of the President,
cleet two faculty or staff mombers to serve on the committce,

C. The function of tho Roercation Council shall be +o talke the
roesponsibility for all rcercational activitics of the community.

Vi, STUDEUT TREASYJRER

A, The Community Council shall, in April, appoint, with the approval
of the College Comptroller, a Student Troasurer, who shall be a
member, ox-officio, of the Reercation Council, The Student Troasurcr
shall bc rosponsible to the Community Council and to tho Comptroller
for the administration of the financcs of all studont committoes.

B, Tho Student Troasurer shall precsont an annual financial roport to
the Community Council, Hor books shall be audited at the cnd of
cach fiscal ygor by the Comptroller or such agency as the

Comptroller may designato,
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VII. THE COMMUNITY CHEST CCMMITTEE

A,

Be

Ca

The Community Chest Committce shall consist of two students,
appointed by the Comaunity Council in conjunction with the
outgoing Committce, and of the Student Treasurer, ex-officio.

It shall be oppointcd in April to sorve for onc year. For

the romainder of the spring term, thc members of the old

cormittce, cex-officio, shall serve on the ﬁcw cormittee.

The Community Council on nomination of the Student Treasurer shall

appoint studcnts tc act as collestors of funds undcr her

dircetion, in conjunction with the Community Chest Committcce

The functions of the Committec shall be:

le To rececive ond evaluate all appeals made to the community
for money or property from local charitablc organizations.

2+ To rcceive and ¢valuate all appeals made to the community
for money or property from naticnal war charities.

3e¢ To draw up a budget bascd on its cvaluation of these appeals
and its estimatc of the probably voluntary contributions
from members of the cormunitys. The Committee shall submit
the budget for approval to the Community Council and, at
the Council's discretion, to the comﬁunity.

4, To manage an Employces! Christmas Gift Fund and/or any
other community obligation, and to submit o budget for
these activities according to provisions hereinabeve stated.

5¢ To administer, with the approval of the Community Council,
any surplus which may accruce

6« To sanction as it sees it any campaign or appeal to the
community for money or property by any orgonization. It

shall eonsult the Community Council whenever in doubt about
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such santions.

HEALTH COMMITTEE

A,

Ca

D,

The Student Health Officer shall act as a liaison between the
Health Serviee ond the student body.

In April, at the first mccting of the Community Council, one repro-
sentative on the council shall be elected student health officer,
She shall deal with misunderstandings which might arise between the
student body and the Health Service, snd provide the medical staff
with a student officor to aid them in Freshman orientation and any
cmergency which might arise.

She shall meet with the medical staff when nccessary, and/br at

loost once o tornie

STUDENT EDUCATIONAL POLICIES COMMITTEE

A,

The Student Educctional Policios Committec shall consist of six
student members; ench member to represent the fnculty and students
in any way connccted with the field which clceeted her.

The members shall bc eleceted as early in the second torm as possible
by the Senior Division students in vach field, as well as by Sopho=-
mores who may identify themselves with whatover field seems most
plausible., Nominations will take place in student mcetings chaired
by the cutgeing represcntative snd will include no more than six
nominccse The slate for cach field will then go to the faculty of
the ficld for consideration abd amendation and they will submit

the slate with no more than four nominees to the Faculty Educationol
Policies Committcc for opprovale This slate will then be posted

ond Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors shall votc for one nominee gut

of thc group thoy have nominnted,
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If 2 mombur of the Student Educational Policies Committce
resigns during her term of office, the nomince next in
succcssion on the preferential bzllet in the last election
shall, with the advice and conscnt of the Faculty Educational
Pclicics Committee, automatically f£ill tho vacancye
The officers of the Student Educational Policies Committec
shall consist of o chairmon and a sceretary clected by the
Cormittece At these elections only the new members shall vote.

The funetion of the Student Educational Pelicics Cormittee shall

l« To consider problems in connection with the educational

policics of the College and to bring them to the attention

2. To promote the most cfficient work relaticnships between
groups of individual students ard faculty mcmbers,
3+« To bc consulted by the faculty and staff whon the Cormittee's

opinion as representoative of the student body is wanted on

4. To convass student opinion whun ncecssary.

The General Mectings Committee shall consist of two studoent
members, choscon in Scptember by the Committec from a slate
submitted by the Studont Educational Policics Committec,

faculty members choscn by the President, and cnc permanent

administratores The Committec will chooso its ewn chairmane

Ce

De
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of the faculty and students.
nottors of educational policy.

THEE GENERAL MEETINGS COMiITTEE

Ae

B

The General Mcetings Committee shall be rosponsiblc for the
organization ond managoment of all meetings, exhibits and the

likc, other thoen rcgular scheduled academic activitiess It
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shall consider thc nceds and interests of the community in
the administration of theso activitiocs.

SILO BOARD

Ca

THE

The 8ilo Board shall fill any vaceoncies by electing now members to
the Board at the lost meeting of each scmestor. The Board shall
clect its own officers at the first meceting of the first semester
to scrve for onc ycars The Beard shall choose two faculty members
to sorve os advisors.

Its function shall be to issuc publications at intervals which
the Board shall determinces

The Silc Board shaoll bc responsible to the community as a wholc.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND THE STEERING COM:ITTEE

Ao

The Comruanity Council shall be the chicf cxecutive and

policy making body of the corminitye Its principal functions

are teo coordinnte the various special committees of the community,
to denl with corminity-wide problems and to initiate legislation.
Other specinl functions of the Community Council include:

l. Responsibility for the ogenda of housc meetings,
for insuring that all problems confronting speecial
committeocs which are of interest to the community
be presented to the houscs; and that problems of
corarmunity and nationwide interest bo discussed
in the houscs.

2. Recsponsibility for insuring that an annual mocting
is held, in ccoperation with spceial cormmittcees,
in all the houses on the standards of the community
and the functions of 2ll committees.

3¢ Responsibility for the calling and the conduct
of community mcetings.

4e The handling of community clections.

5« Dealing with grievanccs presented by any member
of the community.

6o Responsibility for intrcdueing freshmen to the
Bennington College Community, for which purpose
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the cooperation ¢f the housc officers and tha—ll—

special committees sholl bo enlisted.
Tho Community Council shall consist of 15 members: a chrascn;
tative from cach house, two faculty-staff members, and a chairman
clocted by the entire community. The clections shall be held at
the boginning of the spring semesters Therc shall be nc permonent
scutber and ne ex-officio members The Community Council may ask
comnittee members or other members of the commumity to serve in an
advisory capacity.
The Chairmon of the Community Council shall be nominated in house
primsries and Faculty-Staff primarics during the sceond weck of
the second semostorsy cach unit shall nominnte two candidates from
the entire comnunity. The outgoing Community Council shall draw
up o slate of the 4 to 6 candidates receiving the highest votec in
the primaricse Onc of the condidates shall then be elected during
the third weck ef the sccond scmester. In the ovent that the sue-
ccssful coandidate is the Representative of her house, a ncw Ropre-
sentative shell be elected.
The faculty-staff members of the Community Council shall be
nominated by thc Faculty-Staff unite The President shall
consult with the ncominecs and appoint the two who are mest
willing and able to scrves.
In motters of legislation, the procedurc is as followss
The Community Council must discuss the issuc and draw up
an agenda for housc mectings at which full discussion shall'
be encouragod.l Any issue which concerns the faculty and/or
staff shall bc discusscd in a mecbing of the Faculty-Staff
Unit beforc the final community mcetings. The final vote shall

toake place in community meeting; the community vote is bindinga.
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The Community Council must st the legislotive proccdurc in

motion upon the reecipt of a petition signed by ton pcercent

of the community calling for the rovoking and/or cnacting of

standards, rulcs or constitational provisions. Any moember

of the Community may potition to Community Council to

undertake procecdings for the cnactment or reovoking of

legislation,

The Community Couneil shall be aided by the Steooring Cormmittec,

Neither an ¢xcoutive nor a law-moaking body, the Steering

Committce shall act as an advisor to the Community Council.

Its purposc is to ensarc thc moaximum of understanding ond

articipation by thc community in its government. The

Steoring Committee shall stimulate, evaluate and coordinnte

the sctivities of the various committecess. It shall propose,

for the discussion and treatment, various aspcets of community

busincss, i on attempt to insure both a more active government

and a4 more active community.

Tho Stcering Committec shall bo composed of the Chairman of the

Community Counecil, and a faculty cr stoff members, and two stu-

dents who arc appointed by the Community Council.

le During the sceond weck of the second scmester the Faculty-Staff
Unit shall neminatec throe of its mombers to the Stecring Come
nittcce The new Community Council at its first mceting shall
clcet one cf these candidates to the Steering Committee.

2. The new Community Council at its first meooting shall elect two
student members to the Steering Committces

Election Sub-Committceos

The clcetion sub-committees conduct the general clections in the
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cormunity; ie.e., ss¢ thnt all nominotions arc made, approved by

the Records Officc, and posted before elcctions; and supervise

the printing ond counting of ballets. Thoy may appoint poll

watchers and ballot counters if ncedod.

l. Each electivn sub-committee consists of four peoplces

2s Tho Community Council will appoint from its own mcmbers one
¢loction subecommittee threc wocks before the clections in
July, and o scocnd election sub-committee throe weoks bofore
the end cf the first semester to conduct the elcctions in the

following April.

XIITI. RECALL OF STUDENT OFFICERS

A

B.

Ce
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Individual committces must define what an officcer can be impoached
fore This cntirc quostion will be determined by the proccdure of
recall, which shall be as follows:

A petition shall bo signed by 10% or nct less than 10 of the group
which sloeted the officer, and/or a petition shall be signed by 2/3
of the committec on which she scrves.

This petition (or those petitions) shall be proscnted to the Steer-
ing Committce, which shall moke o full investigati n and a final
recormendation to the Community Council to call for a vote of cone
fidenco, At ony time during these procecdings the officer in qucse
tion may resign; othcrwisc she must wait until a vote of confidence
is authorized by the Community Council.

By o simple majority vote of thc group which slected her, a studont

cfficer may be romoved from her positivn,.

XIV. AMENDMENT OF THE BY-LAWS

Any secticon of thesc by-laws for the crganization of the College come

munity can be amended by a majority vote at the Community Meeting, pro-

vided the preposed change is posted at leost onc weck in advance of the

Community Mectinge
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