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f r om "The Diary of Izumi Shildbu" 

On this winter night 
my eyes were closed 
with ice. 
I wore out the darkness 
until lazy dawn. 

From darkness 
I go onto the road 
of darkness. 
Moon, shine on me from far 
over the mountain edge. 

Someone else 
looked at the sky 
with the same rapture 
when the moon 
crossed the dawn. 

You told me it was 
because of me 
you gazed at the moon . 
I've come to see 
if this is true. 

You wear the face 
· of someone awake 
in "'the icy air, 
seeing the moon we saw 
in our night of no sleep. 

Since that night 
I cannot know myself. 
I go to unheard of places 
and sleep recklessly 
on a strange bed. 

I left my hills, 
struggled along a dark 
worldly way, 
for I still hunger 
to be with you again. 
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