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Thoughts about Discretion and the law 

"As a jewel of g old in a swine's 'snout, so is a f a ir woman which is 
withou t discretion. "

Proverbs, XX I V, 22 

"I know no sa fe depository of the ultimate powe rs of society but the 
people themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enough to 
e xe rcise their control with a whole s ome discretion, the remedy is not 
to take it from them, but to i nform their discretion. 

Thomas Jefferson 

A Citizen: What is the law ? 
Robespierre: The will of the people. 
A Citizen: We are the people. And we want no law. That's the will 
of the people. 

Herault: Every man has the right to live his life according to his 
nature. Virtue! A man ought to be virtuous or vile as he chooses, 
what does it ma tter to the Re public ? We are all fools --- no fool 
has the rig ht to say, do a s I do. The principle of freedom is: 
take your p leasure a t your own ri sk , and don't g et in anyone else's 
way whi le you're doing it. 

Georg Buechner 

"Of course, the l aw is the law, you all know that. You all know it, but 
it's so important I'll say it again, t h e law i s the law. You all know 
that. And the law was mostly made by wise people, wiser than you and 
me, very long ago. And once a law is made, why , you natural l y have 
lawbreakers, and so you have to have law enf orcers. In t h is way, 
many new jobs are created. You tak e the law of Moses, for example, in 
in the Bible, a nd the law of J e sus, in the Bible. Those l aw s don't 
altoge ther square with one another right down the line, but that doesn't 
matter, we Peace Officers know fro m the moment we put on the uniform 
that we've got to enforce them both --- whatever they say." 

"Now I want to show you g irls one or two elementary thing s about how 
the Law works. Oh, I know you're clever and educated girls, but 
there's no substitute f or e xpe ri ence . Let's look tog ether at one of 
the l aw s we once had, the one cal led Prohibition. That l aw said, to 
put it simply and in terms, Stop Drinking . Well, did 
people stop drinking ? No, t hey did not. Of cours e the vast majority 
of l awabiding Americans d id, bu t there were a fe w intellectua ls and 
pinkos even back then, who would go to any lengths to show how 
individua l they we re. And d o you know wha t happened to them ? I'll 
tell you what happened to them. They let the Syndicate in, that's 
what happened to them. And they not only g ot poison booze, they got 
beaten up --- terrorized --- murdered --- sometimes even pu t in jail. 
That'swh a t happ ens to people who refuse to obey the law. Of c ourse, 
in that c ase , when the vast majority of Americans saw wha t was happening 
to those poor fellow travelers, they j us t up and changed t h e law so 
that it wasn 't a l aw any more, a nd didn't have to be enforced by 
persons like yours truly."
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"The better part of valour is discretion." 
Shakespeare 

"Individualities may form communit i es, but it is institutions alone 
that can create a nation." 

Disraeli 
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