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Tuesday, May 23, is the 25llth anniversary of the 
birthday of Buddhao Four years ago the Venerable Thich 
Quang Due became the first of the Buddhist monks to offer 
himself as a burning sacrifice in protest against the treat-
ment being afforded to Buddhism by the South Vietnamese 
Government. The immediate cause of Quand Due's self-immolation 
was the decision by a squad of Diem's police to fire onto a 
crowd of unarmed Buddhists who were gathered on May 8, 1963, 
to celebrate Buddha's birthday, the annual Wesak festival 
of Vietnam. The shots killed nine persons, and injured 
many otherso 

"For twenty years the war has raged in my country, 
today more horribly than yesterdayo We die and we kill. 
Traditional religions have taught the peasants to be calm 
in the face of deatho That has not helped ..... Traditional 
religions raised love of one's neighbor to the status of 
dogma. Today the logic of war prevents the believers from 
respecting the dogma .. " 

Ho Huu Tong, Vice-Rector of 
Van Hanh University 

This year Buddha's Birthday may be a day of truce. It 
will be a day for lighting candles, for worship, for quiet 
ceremony, and hopefully the fighting will have ceased to 
allow 80% of the populations of both North and South Viet-
Nam to celebrate the birth of their great religious leader 
in peace .. 

In Bennington, too, as in many other towns throughout 
the world, there will be ceremony, prayer, and meditation. 
At 8:00 P.M., May 23, at the Congregational Church in North 
Bennington, there will be a non-denominational gathering to 
commenorate the birth of the Buddhist leader, and his teach-
ings. Members of the Bennington community are warmly in-
vited to join with the townspeople in meditation, to be 
followed by coffee and informal discussion. At 9:00 P.M. 
in Commons Lounge, Robert McKelvey will give a talk on 
"Vietnam: Alternatives." And, finally, at 11:00 P.M. this 
same night, we will have a candlelighting cererneny and vigil 
on the Commons lawno Everyone is invited to participate 
for as long as he is able - as little as five minutes, or as .. 
long as an houro 

The Vietnam Committee 




