
June 1, 1970 

TO: All Seniors 1 including graduates 11In Absentia" and December graduates 

FROM: Cappy Cumpston, Alumni Director 

RE: Commencement ballot returns 

Thirty-six ballots were returned. A clear majority voted that Commencement should 
be held and should extend for two days -- June 19 and 20. 

1. 18 voted against a symbolic change in the Commencement ceremonies , 
14 voted for a change. There were no suggestions other than black armbands 1 

although three seniors indicated a preference against robes and hoods. 

2. 18 seniors voted to add a Forum to the Commencement program following 
Mr. Vonnegut's address. 16 voted against having a Forum for discussion 
of present concerns, the national situation, and the specific situation here 
at Bennington. A committee plans to follow up. 

Since this vote does not represent a majority of the senior class, we shall not 
announce a Forum in the Commencement invitations. In the event that a Forum 
is arranged, it can be announced preceding Mr. Vonnegut's address. 

3. The vote for the Senior Class gift was as follows: 
(a preferential ballot weighted as follows: three votes for a first choice, 
two for a second, and one for a third) 

Bennington Scholarship Fund 
Black Panther Defense Fund 
Futures Office at Bennington 
National Anti-War Fund 
Planned Parenthood 
UNDO 

Votes 
69 
26 
25 
24 
22 
18 

Only four votes were cast in favor of dividing the class gift among three causes. 

PLEASE SEND OR BRING YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BENNINGTON SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND TO MRS. MEDVETZ (ALUMNI OFFICE) IN BARN 22. 
Contributions to the Class Gift are voluntary. It has been customary for seniors 
to donate their Coop refunds. 

Senior pictures will be displayed in Commons by the end of this week together 
with an order sheet. The cost is $2.00 per picture. Payment may be made through 
Mrs. Medvetz in Barn 22. Pictures will be distributed (cash only--no credit) 
before graduation. 


