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National Student Association 
Congress Report 

by Nancy Hellweg, 
Bennington N. S. A. Delegate 

Approximately 750 delegates from 
some 250 member schools attended the 
first annual congress of the National 
Student Association held in Madison, 
Wisconsin during the last week of Au-
gust. 

This was an important event for the 
success and future of N.S.A.. It had 
stood its initial trial -year and now came 
the task of laying the policy which 
would continuethis progress. 

Congress Enthusiastic 
There appeared to be a great deal of 

enthusiasm and interest among the dele-
gates, and despite the confusion which 
resulted several times from a detrimen-
tal use of parliamentary procedur·e, this 
interest never seemed to lag to any ex-
tent. It was obvious that certain in-
dividuals and groups were trying to de-
lay and prevent action on various mat-
t ers, but these attempts were in vain 
and the congress adjourned in an en-
couraged state of mind, although very 
fatigued by the continual high-geared 
sessions from the previous five days. 
Throughout the numerous meetings the 
congress conducted itself in a mature 
manner. I think that for the most part, 
they exhibited a very adult approach 
to the situations at hand, and this is
substantial evidence for the future suc-
cess of the N.S.A. 

Workshops Organized 

Election Night Rally 
Huge Success 

Tuesday night, November 2, will be 
long remembered by the Bennington 
College community. Starting prompt-
ly at 8:30 a tremendous crowd gather-
ed in the orchard near Jennings Hall. 
Here a huge bonfire became the focal 
point for community singing, dancing , 

The meetings of the congress were and other such festivities. Conga and 
divided into three different categories: snake lines were formed and even a lit-
plenary sessions, regional causes, and tie tree-climbing was indulged in. 
workshops. Of these the workshops Around 9 o'clock the crowd, led by Mr. 
were the most Important.. Durmg th1s Bales, the band, and Sally Pickells as
past year the staff comm1ttee felt that drum majorette moved to the carriage 
at times they were not in the position barn where refreshmentswere served. 
to take constructive action on various The pit was decorated with posters of 
matters because they d1d not have the the presidential candidates and leaf-
majority opinion of the association. lets and other such propaganda were 
Andso, a seriesof workshopswere or- liberally distributed. Ballots were 
gamzed for th1s congress m order that handed to the students to fill out for 
the delegates. could formulate positive, the college's own presidential poll. 
programs whichcould be Implemented After everyone was well fed Mr. 
at any level m the N.S.A. program. Bales, as Master of Ceremonies, intro-

Sponsor Foreign Students duced the Socialists who were to give 
the first skit of the evening. It opened 
with our own "Danny" singing a parody 
on "I hate to see that evenin' sun go 
down", which went "I hate to see that 
Thomas man go down". Other parodies 
followed and Mary Lou White narrated. 

The workshop which I attended was 
the one on academic exchange. I did 
so because I felt that there is a need 

(Continued on page 6) 

::------------------. Next on the list was the Democratic 
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skit which was narrated by Sonny Park-

'Students . for Thomas' 
The Bennington College Students for 

Thomas group, headed by Elizabeth 
Cresswell, came into existence only five 
weeks before election and was thus han-
dicapped by lack of time in comparison 
to the other political groups on campus. 

However, the Thomas group present-
ed a skit on Election night, and it has 
held several meetings, at one of which a 
representative from the United Wo-
men's Garment Workers Union spoke. 
This speech marked the highest point 
in thegroup's activities since the speech 
which Thomas himself gave at the be-
ginning of the term. Mr. Kampelman 
deserves particular credit for his help 
in the group, as he arranged for the 
speaker, and has been of invaluable as-
sistance in the short time the group has 
been functioning. 

Elizebeth Cresswell explained that 
electioneering was only the secondary 
purpose of the group, that its primary 
purpose is to educate the students con-
cerning socialism. They wereall to have 
read about Marxist socialism and then 
to discover the similarities and differ-
ences between Marxian socialism and 
the democratic soc1ahsm of Thomas. 

off. Phyllis Meili was Miss America 
in a cast which included, among others, 
Jennifer Brown and Skippy Duncan. 
Parodies were sung of "Roll Me Over" 
and "Anything You Can Do I Can Do 
Better." 

Ironically enough the Republican's 
skit was titled "Truman's Last Day in 
the White House". Mr. Sperling as Mr. 
Truman and Turri Rhodes as Margaret 
Truman were exceedingly funny. 

The honors of the day though were 
carried off by the Progressive Party, 
whose skit was by far the most profes-
sional. Organized on the order of a 
musical revue it was brilliantly directed 
by Burt Prensky. Dick Deacon as Nor-
man Thomas, Jack DeVoe as Dewey, 
Jim Thompson as Truman, and Coe Nor-
ton as Thurmond, with the rest of the 
cast, had the carriage barn rocking on 
its foundation. Satires of the D.A.R. 
and the Thomas committee merit spec-
ial attention . This skit proved a hilar-
ious conclusion to a highly successful 
evening. 

Special mention should be made of 
Mr. Bales, who proved to be not only 
a highly efficient M.C. but a wonderful 
election broadcaster, and of the Ben-
nington Octet, which sang between 
skits. The concensus of community 
opinon seems to be that election years 
should come more often. 

Undersubscribed Charity 
Drive Reflects Student 

Apathy 

Don't Embalm Democracy 
Warns Burkhardt 

President Frederick Burkhardt of 
Bennington College, speaking on Oct. 
29 at an educational conference in New 
York, called for educators to keep alive 
the liberal spirit in the defense of de-
mocracy, and criticized the "purely de-
fensive and negative" reaction to the 
danger which confronts us in the 
world. 

Dr. Burkhardt spoke before the 
Thirteenth Educational Conference at 
the Roosevelt Hotel, sponsored by the 
American Council on Education and the 
Educational Records Bureau. 

"In our anxiety to preserve democ-
racy we must be very careful not to 
embalm it," Dr. Burkhardt declared. 
"To preserve it in this sense is to treat 
democracy as though it were a bird 
which has been caught and stuffed and 
put on the mantel as a trophy." Presi-
dent Burkhardt said that the "recipe 
for this social and intellectual taxi- · 
dermy" is simple: "Take out the vital 
organs and life blood, among which I 
include the critical or liberal spirit, and 
pack with the sterile cotton-wool of 
platitude-those unobjectionable, safe 
ideas which it is indecent to criticize." 

Education and Indoctrination 
Dr. Burkhardt said that following 

this procedure will mean turning de-
mocracy into an authoritarian dogma. 
"We will gain thereby the same crystal-
clarity of the dogmas sponsored by the 
Kremlin," he added, "but we will pay 
the same price of thought-control, and 
education will become indistinguishable 
from indoctrination." 

"As we meet here today," Dr. Burk-
hardt said, "there are signs that the 
defensive forces are in the ascendant 
over the critical. In our foreign policy 
the emphasis is almost wholly on the 
defensive side-we are very clearly 
anti-communistic, but we say very lit-
tle about what we are for, and in con-
sequence we are not so clearly pro-
democratic." The way to test this, con-
tinued Dr. Burkhardt, "is to put your-
self in the shoes of some of the demo-
crats in Europe and look at our policy 
throughtheir eyes. Instead of a posi-
tive and clear statement of the kind of 
democratic world we would support 
they can see only a policy of contain-
ment." 

President Burkhardt said that on the 
domestic front the "evidence of a pow-
erful defensivepsychology are equally 
plam m the atmosphere of caution pro-
duced by the reckless way the term 
communist is used, by the practices of 
the Un-American Activities Committee 
and the Loyalty Boards." 

Vital Concern 
"The defensive mood is such that at 

Students response to the first College this point I must be quite explicit as 
Community Chest drive this fall was so to my meaning," Dr. Burkhardt went 
lacking in enthusiasm that student col- on. "I am not contending that the de-
lect?rs were able to collect only $600 fense and preservation of democracy 
during the f1rst week of the drive. should not be our vital concern. I am 
Smce the goal had been set at $800- contending that the preservation of 
$400 of whichwas to be given to the democracy, if taken merely negatively 
Save the Ch1ldren Federation and $400 and defensively, will at best act as a 
to theSouth ShaftsburyNursing As- depressant on free, critical, imagina-
sociation -thedrive was extended for tive thought and expression, and at 
an add1twnal two weeks at the end of worse it will constrict stultify or kill 
which time the total collection amount- the thing we love." ' . 
ed to $757.65. This amount is almost Dr. Burkhardt was one of several 
$100 under the $850 quota of past leading educational figures addressing 
drives, and although late donations may the New York conference. Others in-
bring the present total up to $800, a eluded President Sarah Gibson Bland-
second drive which has been planned ing of Vassar College, President Harry 
forDecember can succeed only if it re- D. Gideonse of Brooklyn College and 
ce1ves more enthusiastic student sup- Dean Millicent Carey Mcintosh ofBar-
port than did the October drive. nard College. The principal speaker at 

Generous Faculty Response the dinner meeting this evening was 
. Dr. Thomas B. Watson, the President 

For a number of years, the Benning- the International Business Machines 
ton College CommunityChest has oper- Corporation. The addresses given at the 
ated on the assumptwn that students conference will be published by the 

<Continued on page 5) American Council on Education. 
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Attendance 
in General Meetings 

Although attendance in General 

I am enclosing the two dollars f or my 
subscription, but want ed to let you 
know at the same t ime how much I 
have enjoyed reading the Beacon since 
I left Bennington. I find such features 
as the articles on various aspects of 
educational policy, the informat ion on 
new faculty members, and your cover-
age of drama, dance, music and even-
ing meetings wonderful means to keep 
up with what 's going on in Benning-
ton. You really are turning out a pa-
per which not only seems to fulfill most 
of the hopes we originally had for it s 
role in the college community but which 
also continues to be of ver y great in-
terest to those of us who have gradu-
ated. This probably sounds stuffy but I 
did want to thank you for the work you 
are all doing on the Beacon. 

Sincerely, 
Ann Hart 

Corresponding with O'Casey
Meetings has improved since last term, In the course of writing a term paper, 
we feel that it is not as high as it Joyce Perry discovered that the College 
should be. A good example of this. library lacked several of Sean O'Casey's 
lassitude was the election series. Nor- works and that it had very little bio-
man Thomas, being unusually well graphical materials on him. She wrote 
known, was the only speaker accorded Mr. O'Casey through the magazine 
a capacity audience. Audiences dim- "Irish Writing" and received the follow-
inished with each lecture ,so that the ing letter in reply: 
last speaker, for the Progressive 
Party, addressed an exceedingly small Tingrith 
group. Station Road. Totnes. Oevon. England. 

The trend in attending General Sept. 16th, 1948 
Meetings seems to be towards attend-
ing only those lectures which pertain 
to students' major interests. But as 
well as being considered a supplement 
to specific classes, General Meetings 
should be used as a point of contact 
with all fields. The speakers we have 
are usually good, and have something 
interesting to say. General Meetings 
Committee works hard to get them. We 
should go to their speeches to thank 
them, to thank the Committee, but most 
of all to take advantage of the educa-
tional opportunities the speeches con-
vey. 

Introducing New Faculty 
Mr. Knowlton from Reed College 

Mr. Knowlton, who is teaching phy-
sics at Bennington, was born in Skowhe-
gan, Maine, but has spent many years 
in midwestern universities. In 1910 
he received his doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Chicago, and has recently 
come from Reed College where he 
taught for thirty-three years. 

Mr. Knowlton approves of the Ben-
nington system and finds it quite sim-
ilar to Reed, in community government. 

Author of Physics Books 
President of the 1942 American As-

sociation of Physics Teachers, he is the 
author of Physics for College Students, 
and co-author, with Marcus O'Day, of 
Laboratory Manual in Physics. 

At the present he is living on the 
campus in Booth House and plans to 
end the term visiting his three daugh-
ters. 

Violet C. Boynton: New 
Director of Admissions 

Joyce Perry, Esq. 
Dear friend: 

I've given you a masculine title, not 
knowing whether you be lass or lad. 
I thank you for your kind letter, and 
hope you will do well with your Course. 
The list you mention is a good indica-
tion of what I have written so far, miss-
ing only the plays, PURPLE DUST and 
THE STAR TURNS RED, both of 
which are now long out of print, as, in-
deed, are all the others; and WIND-
FALLS, a collection of verses, short 
stories, and two short plays; with the 
play, COCKADOODLE DANDY and 
INISF ALLEN FARE THEE WELL, a 
biographical vol. both of which are in 
the press, the latter to appear in No-
vember. 

I have picked out a few reviews taken 
haphazard from many, which I am send-
ing on to you under another cover, for 
Air Mail is expensive, and I am not a 
millionaire. To send you more would 
mean a look through of stuff, long for-
gotten, and that might mean a loss of 
sanity .... 

I assure you, I don't mind the Irish 
"critics". I got a lot of fun writing 
"Tender Tears for Poor O'Casey". In-
deed, I rather like putting forward ad-
verse criticisms as prominently as pos-
sible, faithful to the belief that if there 
be any merit in my work, intelligent 
critics will see it, and Time will either 
forget what they thought, or confirm it 
handsomely. It is pleasant to learn that 
the young like me; but they must be 
100% for themselves, and demand the 
right to live; to live on until old age 
and not disappear in the flame of war, 
or return mangled to where they set 
out from; to fight for the time when 
no-one over military age will be allow-
ed to make an outcry for war. If that 
were so, we'd hear very little about it. 

As a newcomer to the campus, Miss My warm regards to you, and to all 
Violet C. Boynton, Director of Admis- who wear the red rose of youth in their 
sions and Assistant Director of Student hair. 
Personnel, was asked during an inter- Yours very sincerely, 
view for the "Beacon", what she 
t hought of Bennington, now that she Sean O'Casey 
was actually a member of the college You put "272" on top of your letter 
community I,n discussing the assets and "279" on envelope. 
of Benningtons concept of education, · As for seeing me, when in London, 
she said, To be considered as an adult you will have to ring me up; and then 
in an adult world, to be able to make we'll see. 

(Continued on page 4) Telephone No. Totnes. 2359 

Interviewing 
T ransfer Students

Joan Rounds-"No comparison at all! 
It's superior , and how!" was Joan's 
answer when I asked her how she would 
compare Bennington to Goucher. She 
misses t he girls at Goucher and says 
that there they are more of a "unit". 
.Joan likes the idea of not having to work 
on a time basis at Bennington and not 
having to t ake exams that "drive you 
'crazy and do you no good." At Goucher, 
the courses are "dr y" and the marking 
system discouragingly low. Also, ·she 
thinks that the teacher-student rela-
tion ship at Bennington is very helpful. 

Emile Kay Brown-Kay is a transfer 
student from Indiana University which 
she said is " like a machine" in compar-
ison to Bennington. Here the work is 
inspiringly presented to the student as 
an individual so that what she accomp-
lishes means twice as much. 

Waldo Brighton-Waldo transferred 
from Reed College because she found 
that she was making most of her friends 
in the West and she wants to settle in 
t he East. As far as work is concerned, 
she claims that the two colleges are 
ver y similar as Reed is also progressive. 
She classifies Bennington as having 
"wonderful classes, grand girls and good 
meals". 

Judith Van Orden-"The reality of 
Benningt on exceeds my expectations of 
it. My liking for it progresses every 
day. As for comparison to Smith-they 
cannot be placed on t he same level; they 
are t oo different." 

Lou Wynne-Lou is a transfer stu-
dent f rom Wells College. One of the 
reasons that she likes Bennington is 
t hat there are fewer classes, and stu-
dents have more time to do outside 
work on their own. She approves high-
ly of t he counselling system, and also 
says t hat the girls here are more serious 
and mat ure. 

Martha Jane Woodcock-"Woody" at-
t ended Smith College for two years. As 
forBennington, she likes the attitude of 
the college in assuming that the stu-
dent is mature enough to accept respon-
sibility enabling her to work in specific 
fields which may be of interest to her. 
In agreement with the other transfers, 
she likes the closer relationship between 
the faculty and students and the oppor-
tunity to express oneself in class discus-
sion. "Woody" feels that Bennington 
is "less a factory and more a group of 
individuals." She thinks that there is 
a sensible consideration of the student's 
attitude as well as of her work and good 
endeavor as well as good work is com-
mended. 

Olivia ("Bibi") Pattison-Bibi left 
Lake Erie College because it is a small, 
provincial school. She could not ex-
press herself due to required subjects 
and what she felt to be unnecessary re-
strictions. She likes the progressive-
ness of Bennington and being treated 

Inquiring Reporter 
Last week in response to a letter in 

R.S.V.P., a ·more thorough inquiry was 
made to find out what types of lectures 
are preferred by Bennington students. 
The following reactions are represen-
tative of the general feeling: 
J oan Borden - "Definitely more on 

current issues .. . a series on E u-
rope." 

Sally Whiteley - "Less politics, less 
world problems, less abstraction 
.. . more history, more people." 

Marcia Eastman-"More novelists and 
critics." 

Helen F rankenthaler- "More science 
and less political economy . . . a 
symposium on the arts." 

Suzy Mosher-"Lectures like the China 
Series which tie in with literature 
and philosophy."

J oan Rounds-"Something unusual ... 
like a ser ies on the different Or-
iental religions." 

Patton Gallowoy-"A series on Russia." 
Marcia Ireland-"A music lecture, for 

instance on modern jazz." 
Shirley Creamer-"A science series." 
Mary Low Taylor-"More psychology 

and social science. A series on 
marriage, for instance, would be a 
very good idea." 

Of the thirty or so students who were 
questioned, about a third still wanted 
more discussions on current events and 
politics. But the majority felt that 
they had had enough political economy 
for a while and wanted more faculty 
lectures-Fromm in particular-more 
science, literature and art. Many peo-
ple would like to know about the culture 
and people of foreign countries, espec-
ially Russia. Everyone felt that the 
series type of lecture was most interest-
ing and beneficial. 

Correction 
To the Editor: 

The Art Faculty wishes to call your 
attention to an error in the article on 
the NSA exhibit which appeared in the 
October 15th edition . of 'The Beacon,. 
page 1, col. 4. 

The works hung in the exhibit are as 
follows: 
Painting Clare Carruthers 
Lithograph Fanny Parsons 
Photograph Katherine Ann White 

We understand that all three of these 
works are to be entered in the exhibi-
tion in Prague, November 10 to 17. 

Margaret P. Duncan 
Faculty Secretary 

as an adult. Bibi also likes the idea of 
having time and opportunity for outside 
work. 



Vogues and Vanities 
Bennington Campus is a pot-pourri 

of strange and exotic clothes. This is 
the hypothesis. No hypothesis, how-
ever obvious, is valid without a scien-
tific proof. Thus, the following items: 

I. At a cocktail party last week, a 
Bennington student arrived in a strik-
ing black and green silk print. Having 
a bustle back and high neckline, it was 
reminiscent of the gay 90's. However, 
the one discordant feature in the girl's 
outfit was dried mud which clung to
the hemline, skirt and sleeves. Every-
one tactfully looked away. Finally one 
curious person asked her if she was 
aware that her dress was mud spatter-
ed. She replied casually that she did 
know. It seems that the student was 
in Mexico last summer and had worn 
the dress to a fiesta. As she was leav-
ing she and her escort slipped and f ell 
into the muddy driveway. In a mo-
ment of hysteria, the girl accepted a 
bet. "Wear the dress five times with-
out having it cleaned", her date chal-
lenged, "and I'll pay you 10 dollar:s." 
This it seems, was the fourth wearmg 
and sheis carefully conserving the mud 
and planning ways to spend the forth-
coming money. 

II. And of course-dungarees, a Ben-
nington tradition of the most sacred or-
der. One proud wearer is modeling a 
pair, whose origin dates back to 1929, 
which has been cherished by many and 
various members of her family. In or-
der to sustain their durability, the pres-
ent owner has used many varieties of 
materials including checks, plaids, cub-
ist and surrealist designs, cotton, ging-
ham, wool and even silk. The first time 
the student wore them to Jennings af-
ter one of the more startling rejuven-
ations, Mr. Levy eyed them in fascin-
ated horror. It seems that the "tone 
quality" was disturbing. 

III. There is another girl on campus 
who conserves her jeans for sentimental 
reasons. Two years ago, on a picnic, 
she was introduced to a prominent writ-
er. (Name withheld for literary rea-
sons.) He was so intrigued by her ar-
ray of multi-colored patches that he 
wrote a story about a dungaree-with-
patches-wearing-girl and it appeared in 
the Saturday Evening Post. 

IV. There is one outfit which ap-
peared lately on campus that has pro-
voked much comment. It seems that a 
student had most of her clothes stolen 
over long weekend in New Haven. Wak-
ing in the morning to discover her ca-
tastrophe, she phoned her date in dis-
may. Soon in the chivalrous Yale cus-
tom, a parcel was passed through her 
transom. The gallant Yale boy had 
unselfishly relinquished his lavender 
leotard and a pair of red flannels which 
he thought might pass as tailored slacks. 
Modesty and conservatism were over-
come as these were preferable to the 
obvious alternative. The girl wore this 
costume back to college. She found it 
very functional because of the warmth 
and the drop seat, and is planning to 
wear it more often when the really cold 
weather sets in. 

There are many more instances which 
could be cited, but these few are, per-
haps, sufficient to prove the hypothe-
sis. 

D. Hutton 

The ElmTree Inn
FINFST GUEST HOME 
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Corner Washington and Elm Streets 
Bennington, Vermont 
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The.BEACON 

"Fallen Sparrow" 
A pleasnt surprise on Sunday night 

was the movie, "Fallen Sparrow'. Al-
though still very Hollywoodian in spots, 
it seemed to the majority to be an im-
provement over the usual super-colos-
sality that Hollywood feeds the public; 
European movies still seem to be in 
highest favor on campus, however. 

The story concerns John McKittrick 
("Kit") played by John Garfield, whom 
we first see arriving in New York with 
a newspaper clipping about the suicide 
of a policeman in his hand and some-
thing on his mind-presumably some-
thing about the clipping. We then learn, 
when he arrives at a police station to 
see the Inspector, who is a friend of his 
father's, that the suicide victim was 
his closest friend and that Kit does not 
believe he committed suicide. The In-
spector in effect asks him to mind his 
own business, but Kit announces that 
he is determined to find out who did it. 
From there the picture moves with 
great speed as the danger increases, and 
the love affair (omnipresent in the 
Hollywood movie) adds to the intrigue. 

Maureen O'Hara as the love-interest, 
is a very decorative as well as a secure 
actress but she seems to be putting her 
mind ratherthan her heart in her lines. 
Garfield is a good actor, but one gets 
the feeling that he has been told every 
action he is to do, which makes it a 
little unnatural and hideously melodra-
matic in places. There were moments 
of dramatic finesse, but these were the 
ones which had no emphasis placed on 
them and were quickly passed. In gen-
eral, the movie was carried by the ex-
citement of the plot rather than by each 
actor's force intensifying the action. 
Walter Slezak was sufficiently sinister 
in the role of the cunning enemy with 
a dragging foot; and the sound of the 
foot which Kit knows from the con-
centrationcamp as an embodiment of 
all horror of his tortures, is successfully 
used in the music throughout the movie, 
as is the sound of dripping water which 
plinked outside the cell of the prison.
There are vagaries m the plot, as Is 
usually the case, but they are not con-
demnably numerous and are only side 
incidents. Perhaps one of the greatest 
reliefs was the ending of the movie on 
a sour instead of a sweet note. Kit 
that his girl friend is after all an incor-
rigible, although beautiful, Nazi and it 
is he who actually discovers the fact, 
which makes a good tense situationfor 
both of them to end on, instead of. the 
usual embrace amid sobs of ecstasy. 
Hollywood still has much to learn about 
the small touches ih acting, rather than 
the large orations concerning all honor-
able things, etc., and the boundless pas-
sion which never dies down in the love 
affairs, but stays at the same shatter-
ing level. 

Ernie - First Pianist 
on the Loop 

Ernie Murray, the piano-player with 
the big, friendly smile at the State Line, 
has been "manipulating the ivories" 
since he was ten. From an early age his 
first ambition was to be a professional 
pianist and at fourteen he started play-
ing for the movies and vaudville in his 
home town, North Adams, Massachuss-
ettes. Ernie said that he believed the 
reason he was able to get a job playing 
after only two years of studying music 
was that he "just seems to have a nat-
ural ear for it". His next job was at the 
old Harte Theater here in Bennington 
when he was still "young enough to be 
wearing knickers". He worked here for 
twenty years commuting once a week 
from N. A. by trolley-car! From 1932 
to '34, he toureed with Mal Hallet's or-
chestra in Boston and its environs. He 
then played for a while at the Commun-
ity Lounge-the place where everybody 
in Binghamton, New York goes-. 

Linehan and Collins His Pupils 
Along with his "regular entertain-

ment work" Ernie has always given 
piano lessons. Jack Collins, who used 
to play at Raleigh's, was one of his 
pupils and his nephew, Tommy Linehan, 
another. Ernie said with a twinkle in 
his eye that musicians seem to run in 
the family because Tommy is now with 
Woody Herman's orchestra. Another 
one of his pupils of whom he is rather 
nroud is Mrs. Murray. He first met 
her when she came to take lessons from 
him. They live in North Bennington 
and have three children, two girls aged 
ten and four and a boy seven. Ernie 
has started teaching the eldest girl to 
play the piano and has hopes of her be-
coming a professional pianist some day, 
too. 

Played 12 years at the Line
He has been playing at the State Line 

on and off for the past twelve years. 
In fact he started working there when 
it was just a little bar with only eight 
chairs. Ernie was also the first pianist 
on the loop. He thinks the new College 
Room which opened Friday November 
4th "is really going to be O.K." Even 
though he loves to mix with the college 
crowd and has had his picture painted 
on the wall downstairs, he is still going 
to be playing at the bar. On occasion, 
however, he will come down during his 
intermission "to run off a few num-
bers." 

Freshmen Most Sociable Class 
By the way, Bennington girls are "all 

right-tops" in Ernie's estimation, 
especially this year's freshman class. 
According to him the '52 are the most 
sociable class that has ever entered Ben-
nington. 

Ernie "leans towards the classics" but 
needless to say he is also fond of popular 
music, particularly the Duke Ellington 
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The Case of Ezra Pound 
Poet and Traitor 

The Case of Ezra Pound, by Charles 
Norman, is neither a defense nor an ac-
cusation of the great modern poet who 
acted, during the second World War, 
"contrary to his duty of allegiance t o 
the United States." It is, rather, a con-
cise statement of facts. 

Pound, one of the outstanding in-
fluences in modern poetry, settled in 
Europe after his dismissal as an in-
structor at Wabash College. He became 
active in the artistic movements of his 
time, developing his own talents and en-
couraging the talents of others. 

Pound the Fascist 
In the middle 20's, during the regime 

of Benito Mussolini, he went to Rapallo, 
Italy. In 1933 he published a little book 
entitled Ezra Pound's ABC of Econom-
ics. "A reader might read it and put 
it down feeling that neither he nor 
Pound was quite clear about the subject ; 
but no reader who read it to the end 
could put it down without realizing that 
Pound had hitched his star to Musso-
lini's armored car." 

Pound grew more strongly fascistic 
with the passage of time. "When war 
came, he was lending his voice, his eru-
dition, and his bitterness against the 
United States, to further Italy's war 
effort." On May 5, 1945, Pound was 
arrested by the United States. Await-
ing trial as a 1traitor, Pound underwent 
a sanity hearing, was judged insane, 
and was placed in a mental hospital. 

Opinions and Facts 
The Case of Ezra Pound contains ex-

cerpts from his books and broadcasts. 
It also contains opinions on Pound by 
some of the outstanding poets of mod-
ern America-many of whom were 
close friends of Pound before the war. 

Written in a clear and interesting 
style, The Case of Ezra Pound helps t o 
explain one of t he most controversial 
personalities of our day. 

R. Brown 

The Food is Fine 

at 

TheKnotty Pine 

TheYarn Shop kind. Ernie likes to have requests- ____________ _ 

204 South St. Phone 1733M 

Botany No Dye Lot Yarns 
Bernat Fine Wools 

Homespun Yarns for 
Scandanavian Sweaters 

YarnWinding Service 

SET TheSTYLE ON CAMPUS 
with a matched SWEATER & SKIRT 

of imported woolens 
Make your own $50.00 ensemble 

for only $12.95 complete. 
We supply the "makings": 

HAND-LOOMED WOOL CLOTH 
YARN DYED TO MATCH 

Free sampies in 10 colors. 

LOOM-SETS 
Box 251, G.P.O., New York 1, N. Y 

this fall the one most frequently asked 
for has been "BODY AND SOUL"-but 
if you really want to please him ask 
him to play " EAST OF THE SUN ANp 
WEST OF THE MOON because that Is 
his all-time favorite tune. 

CRESTWOOD 
GOOD FOOD EXCELLENT BAR 

MODERATE PRICES 

Featuring 

JOE LAWRENCE 

at the piano 

For the Holiday 
Social Events 

COCKTAIL DRESSES and 
EVENING GOWNS 

at very reasonable prices. 

The new Taffeta Date Dress. 
in irredescent . colors ---

Junior size only, $15.00

The E. l. NICHOLS Store 
457-461 Main Street 
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Introducing New Faculty 
(Continued from page 2) 

one's own chokes, to have the oppor-
tunity for self-discipline, to be able to 
develop an individual program of study 
which progresses according to one's 
capabilities; these are all precious and 
rare privileges unusual in this era of 
mass education and should not be ac-
cepted lightly or with indifference." 
Moreover, Miss Boynton said that at 
Bennington, for the most part, these op-
portunitie.s were not taken for granted. 

Officer in WAVES 
During the war Miss Boynton was an 

officer in· the WAVES after which she 
became adviser for Women Veterans, 
Veterans Administration in Washing-
ton. Previous to this she had teaching 
experience at the Hillsdale Country Day 
School, Kansas City University and 
Ohio State University, where she was 
Assistant Professor in the College of 
Education. 

Having "tried out" many types of 
education, Miss Boynton believes that 
the principles on which Bennington was 
founded are the most worthwhile, and 
practical, provided the opportunities
which the system offers are utilizedto 
the fullest possible extent. 

Mr. Garceau Joins Bennington Faculty 
Mr. Oliver Garceau has joined the 

Bennington faculty this year to teach 
in the field of Political Economy. 

Mr. Garceau received his A. B., M. B. 
A., A. M., and Ph. D. degrees at Harvard
University, and has also stud1ed at 
Oxford and the University of Chicago. 
Harvard seems to have been the place 
for him for he returned to teach at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Business 
Administration from 1935 to 1936 and 
was a member of the Harvard faculty 
of Arts and Sciences from 1936 to 1941 
and from 1945 to 1946. He taught at 
the University of Maine from 1946 to 
1947 and from 1941 to 1945 he did his 
bit forthe war effort as a Lieutenant 
Commander in the United States Naval 
Reserve. 

Worked at Carnegie F'oundation 
Mr. Garceau was a member of the 

Social Science Research Council from 
1945 to 1946, and a ResearchAssistant 
inIndustry and Government at the 
Harvard Business School from 1935 to 
1936. Last year he worked on the 
Public Library Inquiry of the Social 
Science Research Council for the Car-
negie Foundation, under the direction 
of Robert D. Leigh, the founder and 
first president of Bennington College. 

As a writer, Mr. Garceau has contrib-
uted to the Harvard Business Review, 
the Public Opinion Quarterlyand is the 
author of Political Life of the American 
Medical Association. 

Mr. Garceau enjoys teaching the 
small individual classes at Bennington, 
and also thinks it is a beautiful place to 

There's a Fairyland of 

Fashions waiting for you 

at the 

Don't be a bulb -snatcher! 

Get your own bulbs at 

The Adams Hardware Co. 
497 MAIN ST. IN BENNINGTON 

Extension cords too. 

TheBeacon

Band, boo, at election jamboree 

live. He is married and has a seven-
year-old son, Laurence. 

ed at the Universities of Illinois and 
Pittsburg. At Illinois he switched from 
his original physical education and ath-
letic major to philosophy. Afterwards 

New Accompanist is Scripps Graduate he was appointed to a Political Economy 
A new addition to the dance depart- and Social Science Fellowship at Cornell 

ment this year is Marcia Burr who is University, where he also obtained his 
taking Hazel Johnson's place. Miss M. A. 
Burr is a graduate of Scripps College in . 
Claremont, California, where she rna- DepressiOn 
jored in musicand studied dance. Last . During the first years of the depres-
winter she studied in New York with sion, Mr. Anderson did relief work in 
Jose Limon and Pauline Lawrence, Pittsburg with a group of 400 other 
both outstanding inthe field of modern college students and consequently saw 
dance, and also d1d some work w1th the thousands of innocent families who 
Doris Humphries, well known choreo- were forced to suffer undue hardship. 
grapher. Shespent the summer at the H d This i h 1 New York University-Connecticut Col- e merge is group Wlt arger 
lege School of Dance in New London, ones, such as theA .. F. L. and the C I. 
Connecticut studying composition and O., for more Immediate effect, andto-
accompanyingwith Norman Lloyd and wards t.he end of the depression he 
Louis Horst. At Bennington Miss Burr worked m the N. L. R. B. trymg to en-

. f' . force the Wagner Act and make em-
acts as an accompamst or varwus 1 "b h rk tl " 
dance classes and suggests, arranges, P oyers e ave 1 e. gen emen. 
or improvises music for individual com- After the depresswn Mr. Anderson 
positions. took up many varied and strategic posts 

in the government: acting as liaison 
agent between federal and local govern-

Mr. Anderson Has Extended Experience ment and between employers and work-
ers in industry. During this time he 
edited and published a plan of wage sta-
bilization for the President. He also 
was a labor consultant representing em-
ployers, with the singular duty of "rep-
remanding them for too high wages." 

Mr. Kurt Anderson is a.n especially 
substantial new member to the faculty 
because of the broadness of his exper-
ience. Not only has he had previous 
training in teaching college students, 
but also has had the positive experience 
of working with labor and management 
in government, industry, and relief or-
ganizations. Therefore the direction of 
his courses can be well adjusted to al-
most any student's demands. 

Education 

Last year these fields became to 
slow because disputes were tapering off, 
so Mr. Anderson decided to return to 
his original profession of teaching, 
which had been side-tracked by the de-
pression. He already knew of Benning-
ton from a former student,. and thought 

Mr. Anderson's education was acquir- of it as an ideal sort of college. 

GREAT SCOTT! 

DANNY'S THE BIGGEST 

FAGER AT HAMBURGER 

HELL 
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We have it in stylish undies 

dainty and feminine 
also 

Beautiful LADY JOAN nylons 
to flatter your legs. 

The Arax Shop 
414 Main St. Bennington 

Ye Gift 'Box -jewelers 
Use our Christmas Layaway Plam 

Ronson Lighters Watches Compacts 
Elgin American Sterling Silver Cigarette Cases & Lighters 

AllWork Guaranteed 

Main Street, Bennington Vt. 

Phone 400 

Call us for service 

Daily Pick-up and Delivery 

FUR STORAGE 

Winter's almost here 
Time to bundle up in 

Wool and Flannel 
Shirts 

from 

The New York Store 

CARVER'S TAXI 
PHONE 68 OR 69 

AT NIGHT, WATCH FOR GREEN LIGHT 

OFFICE AND WAITING ROOM 

334 MAIN ST. 
WE NEVER CLOSE 

Noveck's 
EVERYTHING MUSICAL 

EVERYTHING PHOTOGRAPHIC 

Cameras Photo Accessories 
Film and Photo Finishing 

Seasonable 

Botany Woolens 

Tweeds 

Fall Dress Fabrics 

Anti-Matting Anti-Shrink 

FLEISHER YARNS 

THE YARD STICK 
HOTEL PUTNAM 

BENNINGTON, VT. 
Phone 370-MK 



Undersubscribed Charity 
(Continued from page 1) 

would be willing and able to donate a 
minimum of $10 a year to charity. It is 
realized, of course, that a few students 
are financially unable to contribute 
even this small amount and that many 
would not be able to contribute $10.00 
at any one t ime. So for this reason, the 
Community Chest conducts four drives 
during the College year and each time 
asks for a minimum contribution of 
$2.50 per student. Members of the fac--
ulty are also solicited and a great ma-
jority of them give generous donations. 
Some staff members also contribute to 
these drives, but since nearly all of 
them live in nearby communities, they 
give to their local Chest. 

Community Responsibility 
The Bennington College Community 

Chest is independent from any outside 
charitable organization and is organ-
ized by the student collectors appointed 
each year to represent each of the 
twelve houses on campus. These stu-
dents are responsible not only f or col-
lecting donations from their own houses 
and from the faculty and staff, but also, 
as a group, they decide which of the 
many charities that write each year 
asking the College for help shall re-
ceive the proceeds of each comm unity 
drive. However, it is not these collec-
tors, but the members of the commun-
ity who ·are responsible for the success 
or failure of each drive. 

Abandon Charity? 

THE BEACON 

Non-Resident Term 
About the winterWork Period 

fromMissFunnell
The ten weeks tha t Bennington stu-

dents spend away from the college have 
often proved an important phase in 
their entire college experience. They 
supply a need that has existed through-
out education since the rise of the in-

Non-resident'Term 
Housing facilities 

As usual this year many students 
want to spend winter work period in 
New York City, although there is also 
great interest in Boston. 

Residence Clubs 
dustrial society. At college the student As far as housing facilities are con-
is involved in seemingly unrelated cerned, Miss Funnell has written to sev-
courses, thoughts, and t echniques in a er al small residence clubs in New York. 
close, compatible society. T.he non- As yet it is too early for them to make 
resident term remedies t he lack of an definite commitments; however, it is 
immediate, active, and responsible par-suggested that interested students 
ticipation in the adult working life, apply immediately in order to place 
which is necessary in or der to promote their names on the waiting list. 
an understanding of the rela t ionship 
between "scholastic education and life, Apartments 
a responsible citizenry and an intellec- Miss Funnell has no way of knowing 
tual and emotional matur ity." what apartments are available. Students 

General Student Needs i have beenable toobtain them through
advertising, friends, and registering

The experience of having a paid job, inreal est ate agencies On the whole,
at home or away, gives the student a it ismuch easier to find places to live 
broader knowledge of t he world at outsideof New York City proper .. 
large in which she lives. Shecan test a Girls have reportedthat Bennington
vocational interest, and a t the same College often Is associated withwealth.
time earn money and learn its value. In As a result, landlords are mclmed to 
a large city, particularly, she can get raise t heir rents. It is, therefore, ad-
the cultural opportunities not available visable to keep the name of the college 
within the limitations of a small college. out of ads. 
She can also learn about and adapt her-

pletely confounded when they cannot 
get a super-job because they have had 
no practical experience. Here four 
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Adamsays

PENDLETON 

WOOL SHIRTS 

$8.50 up 

ADAMS CLOTHES SHOP 
"Shoes too" 

404 Main St. Tel. 206 

JESSIE WOOD 
McMullen Claire McCardell 

British Imports 
(Suits and Coats) 

Imported Sweaters 
and 

Knitting Supplies 
The Community Chest serves a dual 

purpose, for not only does it give fi-
nancial aid to worthy charities, but also 
it attempts to serve the College by car-

self to the routine discipline of an or-
ganization in which she is important, 
but in which she is only one in ma ny, 
and has no voice in the management of 
affairs as she does at college. Winter Periods are equivalent to one ----------------

year of continued work and give one a 
Personal Student Needs strong background. 

Difficulties rying out the obligation which the mem- Aside from testing her vocational 
bers of any community owe to those less skill or finding a new one and learning There are many hurdles to the enter-
fortunate than themselves, for it as- to incorporate this dir ect experience in prise. In looking for the job one must 
sumes that the Bennington College com- a renewed appreciation of College stud- often cover miles of sidewalk or writ-
munity wants to fulfill this obligation. ies, there are innumerable other gains. ing paper and encounter unpleasant-
It is hoped, therefore, that the studentMany girls, especially those who will ness and rebuttals. Girls must shave 
apathy shown toward the Commumty never have to earn their own living, down their former hopes and accept 
Chest in its latest drive is due to the learn office techniques, business struc- great limitations and scrimping. Then 
fact that students did not understand ture and problems, and the pressureon there is always the question of whether 
the purposes of this organization. If, the working people in our industrial to find the job or the room first. 
however, this apathy indicates that the society. It "dispels any illusions and But one of the first things to remem-
majority of the students do not wish to over-simplified notions" in bringing the ber and stick to, says Miss Funnell, is 
give even $10.00 a year to charity, then student into direct contact with the tre- to consider the employers' uncommon 
it would be recognized that the Ben- mendous profit motive underlying all helpfulness and not contract for lots of 
nington College Community Chest is business and the valuable budgeting of jobs you know you can't take. Also re-
performing an undesirable service and time and money. In turn she develops member that you are a representative 
it should be abandoned, for it cannot a new concern for people and society of Bennington College and should 
function without the whole-hearted and hence a more intelligent citizen- leave an impression that will make the 
support of the community. ship. ' employers glad to help other Benning-

Ellen St. Sure, Chairman Personally it speeds up her growth ton students. 
Bennington College Community Chest through giving her a realization of her 

own potentialities and deficiencies, and 
showing her the opportunities offered. 
Many people go through college with 
starry-eyed satisfaction at their great 
accomplishments, and then are com. 
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BENNINGTON, Vermont 
439 MAIN ST. CONE BLDG. 

Tel. 573 

Aim High 
As her parting words, Miss Funnell 

said to "aim high, but when the pros-
pect is unfeasible, accept the next with 
reality and make a successful job of it." 
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Yardley Elizabeth Arden 

Dorothy Gray Coty 
and other leading cosmetics 

Chen Yu 
Lentheric 

KODAK AGENCY COMPLETE LINE 
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HOTEL PUTNAM BLOCK Phone 1134 

WRITING MATERIALS 
of Quality 

SOCIAL STATIONERY 
by Eaton and Whiting 

FOUNTAIN PENS 
by Sheaffer 

PORTABLE 
TYPEWRITERS 

by Smith - Corona 

THE BENNINGTON BOOKSHOP 
427 Main Street Tet: 259 

Time to start your 

Christmas 
Shopping 

You can select gifts 
here for the entire 
family. We will re-
serve them for you 
and will wrap and 
mail. 

DRYSDALE'S 
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National Student Association 
Congress Report 
(Continued from page 1) 

for more foreign students on this cam-
pus and I was interested to see how 
other colleges had solved this need. 
Many colleges throughout the country 
have sponsored foreign students, in-
cluding Bowdoin, Massachusetts Insti-
t ute of Technology, Mt. Holyoke, Stan-
ford , Yale, Union, Smith, and others. 
In most cases the college has waived
the tuition and the student body has 
r aised the money to cover the student's 
board and room. One plan which seems 
to be working very satisfactorily is the 
Bowdoin Plan, so named because it or-
iginated at Bowdoin College. Under 
this plan, certain organizations, such as 
fraternities and sororities, each sponsor 
a foreign student and give him his board 
and room. The cost under this plan is 
negligible and the prestige and recogni-
tion which the organization gains from 
such a plan seems to be well worth the 
small sacrifice involved. This sponsor-
ing organization also appoints a mem-
ber of the group to help orientate the 
foreign student to the campus. They 
arrange educational trips for these stu-
dents, giving them a broad, expansive 
view of American life, and they also ar-
range for homes where they can stay 
during vacations. The main source for 
obtaining these students has been 
through the International Institute of 
Education. This organization has se-
lection commissions situated througout 
the world. Students who wish to study 
in this country apply to this commis-
sion and are interviewed for academic 
ability, interest in study, and compe-
tence in English. The problem of get-
ting the students over here, both from 
the financial and the transportational 
aspects, still persists. Yet, in many 
cases, if a student is anxious enough to 
study here, he somehow manages to 
scrape together enough money to get 
over here. At this time there are sev-
eral bills pending before Congress to 
appropriate money for this purpose. 
These bills seem to have much support, 
but as yet have not been passed. The 
workshop unanimously passed a motion 
that the N.S.A. act as a body to encour-
age Congress to pass the appropriation. 

Another project discussed was the 
Foreign Student Summer Project at 
M.I.T. The student government and 
N.S.A. group there raised about $30,000 
and brought some sixty students from 
Europe to study at M.I.T. for the sum-
mer term. Several of these students 
attended the congress and seemed very 
appreciative of the opportunity they 
had been given. Many of them plan to 
return to M.I.T. next summer if it is at 
all possible. 

Foreign Student at Bennington 
Obviously, neither of these plans 

could be utilized at Bennington. Yet, 
I feel that something along this line 
could definitely be worked out from 
which we would all profit. Perhaps we 
could devote one of our Community 
Chest drives here on campus to the 

. raising of money to sponsor a foreign 
student at Bennington. Considering 
our unique setupno doubt certain prob-

. lems would arise that would not occur 
at other colleges, but they could be 
solved, and there are many students in 
Europe who could profit a ,great deal 
from our educational system here at 
Bennington. 

Affiliation With I.U.S 
A question which aroused a great 

deal of talk at the congress was that 
of affiliation with the International 
Union of Students. This organization 
was formed in Prague in the summer 
of 1946, on a non-partisan basis. In 
fact, part of N.S.A. was formed out 
of the inspiration of I.U.S. Last sum-
mer at the N.S.A. convention in Madi--
son, it was voted to affiliate with 
I.U.S., indicating the interest of N.S.A. 
in international culture and activities 
in education. It was hoped that this 
affiliation would let us work towards 
peace with the students of other coun-
tries. Yet, since then the I.U.S. has 
become very patrisan in its policies; in 

'l'HE BEACON 

FIRE Drill

Successful Fire Drill 
Held at Night 

The second fire drill of the term was 
held on Friday morning, October 29, at 
two a. m. Considering the lateness of 
the hour, the response was very suc-
cessful. Most of the houses turned out 
en masse, although there were a few 
exceptions. Swan house, of delicate 
constitution, complained that it was too 
cold. Two other houses slept through 
the signals and one fire warden, may 

fact it is "convinced that the program 
of Communism is the way to peace, 
whereas, our proposal of a democratic 
program would only lead to imperial-
ism". It was voted at this last con-
gress not to affiliate with I.U.S. and 
several plans were presented by the 
international team who traveled in Eu-
rope during the summer. The plan 
which was accepted was that of Rob 
West's of Yale. He proposed that rath-
er than affiliate or even try to reform 
I.U.S., we should negotiate with them 
on our terms alone, and if we can't 
work with them on these specific pro-
jects then we should drop out of I.U.S. 
entirely. In this plan it was also 
recommended that the N.S.A. send ob-
servers to the meetings this fall in 
Brussels and the I.U.S. council meeting 
in Paris. 

Much of the work considered and ac-
complished at the congress I have not 
discussed here. Rather, I have con-
centrated on the topics which I felt 
that the community as a whole would be 
most interested in. The N.S.A. needs 
the support of every member school 
during this coming year, and it is an 
organization which deserves this sup-
port for the fine work which it is doing 
on campuses throughout this country 
and in Europe. 

You should see 

The State Line's new 

COLLEGE ROOM 

with Jnurals by 

Ruth Livingston. 

II I like 

because 

I can always trust Helen 

when she shops there. II 

Mrs. Frankenthaler 

she blush, was discovered reading an 
apparently engrossing love story after 
the drill was over! On the whole, how-
ever, the student response was satis-
factory. Jennings, sad to tell, did not 
set a very good example. According to 
the report of the student assigned to 
Jennings, a number of faculty, clad in HOTEL PUTNAM 
nightshirts, announced firmly that they 
just wouldn't. 

The fire drills are a necessity and it and 
is hoped that at the next one the stu-
dent andfaculty response will be even RESTAURANT 

and 
Need a new haircut 

Try 
The Tuckaway 

Eva's BeautySalon 
463 MAIN ST. BENNINGTON, VT. 

For Appointments phone 1106-R 
Our cup runneth over. 

SKI BOOTS 
Why don't you, too? 

TheTownShop
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STADIUM BOOTS 

Dragon's SHOE STORE 
113 South Street Tel. 41-M 

Lingerieand Accessories
444 Main Street 

GEN. STARK THEATRE 
Thursday, November 11 

JULIA MISBEHAVES Greer Garson, Walter Pidgeon 
Special Matinee at 2 P.M. 

Fridayand Saturday, November 12, 13 
GALLANT LEGION 

Wm. Elliot, J. Schildkraut, Adrian Booth 
FIGHTING BACK Paul Langdon, Gary Gray 

Sunday, November 14 (one day only) 
HAZARD Paulette Goddard, MacDonald Carey 

Monday and Tuesday, November 15, 16 
LUCK OF THE IRISH Ann Baxter Tyronne Power 

Wednesday and Thursday, November 17, 18 
BEYOND GLORY Alan Ladd, Donna Reed 

Friday and Saturday, November 19, 20 
PRINCE OF THIEVES Jon Hall, Patricia Morison 

(in color) 
TRAIL TO LAREDO Charles Starrett, Smiley Burnette 

Sunday and Monday, November 21, 22 
SAINTED SISTERS 

Joan Caulfield, Veronica Lake, Barry Fitzgerald 
Coming Thanksgiving Day-A Holiday Special 

Walt Disney's "FUN AND FANCY FREE" 
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