


' 'Ee biologists at Bennington, there's 

no tension between teaching and research. We re-

gard both activities as completely dependent on one 

another, a synergy as essential to the intellectual 

vigor of our students as to our own. We've developed 

a research-rich curriculum, not because it's trendy, 

but because we want our students to understand how 

you know something in biology. Can we know some-

thing given the ambiguity of data and the provisional 

nature of 'knowledge'? 

"At Bennington, the work is the thing. Stu-

dents are constantly talking to each other about their 

research as it evolves. They bring one another along 

on field trips or into the lab. This is a place of 

wonder-a place where biology is not just talked 

about, but done. Biology at Bennington is about work 

and problem-solving and joy." 

-Betsy Sherman 
BIOLOGIST, ACTRESS, LITTLE LEAGUE COACH, 

FACULTY MEMBER 

"From the beginning at 

Bennington, you have to 

make choices about where 

you're going with your 

education. Your counselor 

will help, but you have to 

decide. Once you achieve 

that, nothing can stop you."

-Mike Cole '94 
composer, classical

GUITARIST, PAINTER 



'' AfterreceivingtheFieldWork 

Term [FWT] grant I applied for, I wentto Manhattan to 

work at two internships I'd set up: one at the Women's 

Rights Litigation Clinic [WRLC] at Rutgers School of 

Law, and the other at Women's Health Action and 

Mobilization, a not-for-profit health advocacy group. It 

was a really good balance-working for a progressive 

law school and a kind of radical direct action group. 

While I was at WRLC, the director invited me to a 

gathering at the author Judy Blume's house, where I met 

the administrative director of the National Association 

Against Censorship, who offered me a job on the women's 

censorship and pornography group. 

"I plan to become a lawyer, concentrating on 

women's issues, so this FWT couldn't have been better. 

I'm also continuing to study domestic violence and work 

at the Bennington Project Against Violent Encounters 

as a hot-line advocate. It's a very big issue for me." 

-Lori Ann Dotson '94 
WOMEN'S ADVOCATE, COORDINATOR OF 

THE WOMEN'S ISSUES STUDY GROUP SERIES 

"The needs and interests of my 

students constantly compel me 

to enrich and broaden my 

scholarly interests. At the same 

time, my ongoing research 

enlivens our interaction in the 

classroom." 

-Ken Kensinger 

ANTHROPOLOGIST, RESEARCHER, 

CHRONICLER OF LIFE AMONG THE 

CASHINAHUA PEOPLE OF PERU, 

FACULTY MEMBER 



' 'T focus here is on process, 

and that starts immediately. Your first dance opportunity 

is as a creator, a choreographer, an improviser-so that 

you learn technique as a byproduct of the act of creation. 

That's very unusual. Because you're asked to do chore-

ography right away, you need the space for it-and it's 

here. 

"Space at Bennington is accessible. Dance 

studios are open 24 hours a day; they're exceptional; and 

they're used. The Martha Hill Dance Workshop, created 

just for dance, is the largest black box dance space in the 

country. Where most schools generally have one really 

good performance space, we have three. And because 

dance, drama, and the visual arts are all under one huge 

roof-120,000 square feet of flexible space-it all be-

comes part of the collaborative process here. More and 

more, visual artists come together with dancers and 

actors and musicians to explore performance in art and 

art in performance." 

-Terry Creach 
DANCER, CHOREOGRAPHER, FACULTY MEMBER 

"I'm amazed at my access to 

faculty, even as a first-year 

student. I'm in the process of 

writing two plays, and teachers 

are not only eager to read them, 

but they give me ideas on how to 

stage them, how to costume them." 

-Sheila Lewandowski '97 
WRITER, ACTRESS, SCULPTOR 



' 'I t's a house; we don't call it a 

dorm. Each one is different: some are quiet, some are 

loud. For the most part you find the one you're comfort-

able with and stick with it. Between FWT and summer, 

the house is where I spend most of my time and the 

people I live with are my closest friends. 

"I was house chair for two terms, and it's a big 

responsibility. House chairs are direct student represen-

tatives of individual houses; the position is both social 

and political. We're part of the decision-making process 

and also sometimes the front line of information. Self-

governance at Bennington means that just as we are 

responsible for choosing our classes, we're responsible 

for not trashing the place. It means that the same respon-

sibility we have to take for our education extends to our 

lives. That's exciting)" 

Catherine Wetendorf '94 
PAINTER, FictionWRITER 

"It is no small thing to 

ask of those who enter 

this College to bring 

with them a dedication 

to, and capacity for, 

self-governance and a 

seriousness of purpose 

that equals the appeal 

of the freedom we offer 

in return. " 

Elizabeth Coleman
Educator, SHAKESPEAREAN 

Scholar, BENNINGTON College

PRESIDENT 
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GETTING TO BENNINGTON 
Bennington College is located on Route 

67 A, which connects from the west with 

Route 7, just north of Bennington, 

Vermont. 

While there is a bus station and 

small airport in Bennington, the nearest 

commercial airport and train station are 

located one hour away in Albany, New 

York. Private taxi service is available 

from Classic Limousine, 802-44 7-1609, 

or Green Mountain Limousine Service, 

Inc., 800-727-4651. 
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