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COLLEGE 

I have great pleasure in bringing to this interesting 

occasion the greetings and good wishes of the sister colleges 

for women. I do this without formal authority, but I am suf-

ficiently informed of their attitude to know that they are 

watching and will watch the progress of the experiment which 

we have met to inaugurate not only with curiosity but with 

warm sympathy. The general public usually assumes that 

colleges compete with each other in a spiritsimilar to that 

of rival commercial or industrial organizations. However 

this may be with the colleges for men, the situation is quite 

different with the women's colleges. With abundance of ap-

plicants there is no need for rivalry, and the habit has grown

up of cooperation and the free exchange of ideas and experience. 

They have thus become a fairly unified group of institutions 

working together for a common cause, and it is for this reason 

that I bring with confidence their congratulations on the step 

tbat is being taken today. 

The colleges for which I speak have been active in the 

search for new devices and have been open to new poir1ts of 

view from which to attack their problems. But at the same 

time they have all inherited from the older colleges and uni-

versities many characteristics and some limitations which 

hamper them in experiment. Most of their teachers have been 
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trained in the older institutions and share the conservatism 

to which almost everyone is subject in relation to the system 

under which he has been educated. Tradition has great value , 

but freedom from tradition has also its advantages. Bennington 

College starts with a clean slate. It can look around on the 

social situation or the moment, select the functions which seem 

to its directors most in need of being performed or performed 

differently , and lay its plans and select its staff with a 

view to new kinds of achievement . It will be subject to great 

pressure to conform to existing standards and methods, which 

it must stoutly resist ifit is to seize its unique opportunity . 

We look upon it withintense interest and hope, anticipating 

that its experience will not only resuJt in distinction for it-

self and great advantage for the community, but also 1n valuable 

lessons tor us . 

There are two main obstacles which have stood in the 

way of the development of highe r education f or women in this 

country. The first is financial . In spite of the Justice of 

our cause, in spite of ample evidence of the soundness of t he 

investment , in spite of much speaking and writing, it is evident 

·that the American public is far from valuing the education of 

its daughters as highly as of its sons. The gifts in money to 

Harvard University for the past year alone surpass the value or 

all that has been accumulated by Smith College in property and 

endowment in sixty years. For six years the sponsors of Benning-

ton have been laying before the country plans and purposes which 
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have elicited general interest and approval , and the result has 

been that t hey have obtained with difficulty the absolute 

minimum with which to make a beglnning. It is clear that from 

the start you must join witb us in the effort to make America 

understand the importance of a cultivated womanhood . 

The second obstacle is the scarcity of first-rate 

teachers . The selection of a faculty will always need insight 

and patient watching, but it will always also have an economic 

basis . In this competition is unavoidable , competition not 

only with the colleges for men but with other careers . The 

teaching profession, if it is to attract its share of ability 

and devotion, must be one that can be entered with financial 

prospects that will enable professors to look forward to a 

normal social life without more than the usual amount of worry . 

At present 1 t does not have this prospect and as a result. there 

are not enough good teachers to go round. 

I will not attempt to discuss the specific plans and 

novelties which Bennington College has in view. Your hardships 

and anxieties will doubtless be many, but you are beginning an 

undertaking which in spite of its difficulties has intense 

interest and many rewards . Whatever we of the sister colleges 

have of experience and sympathy is at your disposal . We welcome 

you to our common task, we congratulate you on your courage, 

and we wish you God Speed. 




