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Center for the Advancement of Public Action (CAPA) to Host Conference on  
the Role and Future of Liberal Arts in Prison Education 

 
Bennington, VT: Bennington College’s Center for the Advancement of Public Action (CAPA) 
will host its annual Incarceration in America conference from April 26 - 27 on Freeing the 
Mind and Building a Future: The Role and Future of the Liberal Arts in Prison Education.  

All events are free, open to the public, and will take place in the CAPA Symposium on 
Bennington’s campus. Registration for the event is recommended. 

What would it be like if every prison had a Liberal Arts College program? What would it be like if 
every Liberal Arts College had a prison education program? The Spring 2019 convening of 
Bennington College's Incarceration in America initiative aims to further the conversation on the 
current and future relationship between Liberal Arts Colleges and higher education in prison 
programs.  

Panels will consist of small and focused groups of leaders from liberal arts colleges, as well as 
those who teach in prisons, administrators, and alumni of these programs. Discussions will 
include everything from foundational educational and political principles to a practical agenda 
that includes research, advocacy, and institution-building. 

The conference begins on Friday, April 26 at 7:00 PM with “Fateful Crossroads: The Future of 
College and Prison,” a keynote address given by Daniel Karpowitz. For eighteen years, 
Karpowitz served as a classroom teacher, policy analyst, and national director for the Bard 
Prison Initiative and the Consortium for the Liberal Arts in Prison. He has held fellowships at the 
University of Chicago Law School, Fulbright Foundation, and the Open Society Institute, and is 
leading a National Endowment for the Humanities faculty seminar. He is now a senior advisor to 
the Governor of Minnesota, focused on the structural intersection of criminal justice and 
education. Karpowitz is the author of College in Prison: Reading in an Age of Mass 
Incarceration (Rutgers, 2017). 

On Saturday, April 27 from 9:15 - 10:45 AM, Karpowitz will moderate a panel on Liberal Arts 
Colleges in Prisons: Mission and Pitfalls. He is joined by Salih Israil, advisor to the Directors, 
Bard Prison Initiative; Catharine “Cappy” Bond Hill, Managing Director, Ithaka S+R; Jessie 
Harper, Assistant Dean of Faculty Affairs and Diversity in University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate 
School of Education; and Sheila Meiman, Director of Prison Education Programs at Raritan 
Valley Community College. 
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From 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, Kristen Inglis, Academic Development & Planning Manager at 
Wesleyan University’s Center for Prison Education, will moderate a panel on Student 
Trajectories and Institutional Opportunities. She is joined by Ornell Caesar, Computer 
Science Fellow, Bard Prison Initiative; Annabel Davis-Goff, Director of Bennington College’s 
Prison Education Initiative; Kate Meloney, Director, Graterford Program, Villanova University; 
and Anibal Cortes, BPI-TOW Public Health Fellows’ Mentor. 
 
From 1:15 - 2:45 PM, Toya Wall, Senior Program Officer, Ascendium Education Philanthropy, 
will moderate a panel on Opportunities, Threats, and Disruptions. She is joined by Jody 
Lewen, Executive Director, Prison University Project; Director, Patten University at San 
Quentin; Erin Castro, Assistant Professor of Higher Education, University of Utah; Co-Director, 
University of Utah Prison Education Project; Director, Research Collaborative for Higher 
Education in Prison; and Heather Erwin, Director, Liberal Arts Beyond Bars, University of Iowa. 
 
About the Incarceration in America Initiative  
The United States has the highest documented rate of incarceration in the world, which reached 
its peak in 2007 and has been gradually declining since. In 2014, Bennington College launched 
the Incarceration in America initiative, which partners with distinguished advocates and 
providers to offer course curriculum, visiting speakers, theatrical events, think tanks, and 
conferences focused on developing public policy and political action in the post-tough-on-crime 
era.  

Since the inception of the Incarceration in America initiative, CAPA has partnered with many 
organizations doing important work in this field, including JustLeadershipUSA, The Fortune 
Society, Brooklyn Community Bail Fund, and HousingPlus. Through this initiative, CAPA has 
addressed topics as far-reaching as higher education in prisons, the aging incarcerated 
population, women in prison, how to redefine justice and effect change, immigrant detention and 
deportation, and alternatives to incarceration. 

Incarceration in America: The Role and Future of the Liberal Arts in Prison Education 
Dates and times are subject to change. Please check www.bennington.edu/events for the most 
up-to-date information. These events are free, open to the public, and take place on Bennington 
College’s campus.  
------------------------- 
Fri. April 26 | 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
Sat. April 27 | 9:00 AM - 2:45 PM 
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Incarceration in America: The Role and Future of the Liberal Arts in Prison Education 
CAPA Symposium 
 
The Spring 2019 convening of Bennington College's Incarceration in America initiative aims to 
further the conversation on the current and future relationship between Liberal Arts Colleges 
and higher education in prison programs. 
------------------------- 
BENNINGTON COLLEGE 
Located in picturesque Southwestern Vermont, Bennington College holds a distinguished place 
among American colleges and universities. It was the first to include the visual and performing 
arts in a liberal arts education. It is the only college to require that its students spend a 
term—every year—at work in the world.  
 
Rooted in an abiding faith in the talent, imagination, and responsibility of the individual, 
Bennington invites students to pursue and shape their own intellectual inquiries, and in doing so 
to discover the profound interconnection of things. Learn more at bennington.edu. 
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