
We are all happy to welcome back to Bennington College 

President and Mrs Robert Devore Leigh . It would be highly pre 

sumptuous of me to attempt to introduce Mr. Leigh to this audience . 

We are all aware of the r emarkable contribution which he made to 

American edu cation in setting the pattern of this College during 

the critical years of its estab l ishment and early development . 

The imprint of his mind and imagination is on everythng we do here . 

In stead I should like to make a special announcement of interest

to us all as well as to all those who will follow us in the future . 

This announcement requires a little preliminary explanation, 

which has to do with changing the name of that interesting seat of 

musi c and the pe r forming arts which we have knovm as Fairview . 

Fairview - as we have been calling it - was not a part of the original 

Col lege campus when the student houses were named . The names then 

chosen were those of the early founders and supporters of Bennington 

College . For example , one house bears the name of the Reverend 

Vincent Ravi Booth, who first conceived the idea of the College . 

Another house was named after the McCullough family , who from the 

very beginnin~ and throughout its entire history have given the 

College their constant and valued support . It was natural, therefore, 

that one of the houses should be named Jennings House after the family 

who gave the original site for the College, and who have generously 

given of both time and money to the College throup.:hout its history. 

When, many years later , we acquired "Fairview - which had been the 

Jennings family house - it seemed appropriate that it should be called 

Jennings, and this was the name which the Collcp;e gave to the music 

center; but the undergraduate population stuck obstinately to the 
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name of "Fairview" The reason for this was, no doubt, that there 

was already a Jennings House and it would have caused great confusion 

to have called both these buildings by the name of Jennings . 

Today, I am glad to report; by formal action of the Board 

of Trustees of Bennington College, the name of the building which 

we have been calling Fairview has been chan ged to Jennin gs Hall. 

I make this statement in the full knowled 6e that student corruption 

will reduce the name to "Jennin gs" . 

You may have been wondering what all this has to do with

our speaker of the evening . But now I come to niy special announcement. 

The change of the name of Fairview to Jennings Hall has made possible 

another change I hereby announce that, again by formal action of the 

Board of Trustees, the name of the student house which has been 

called Jennings House up to the present time is now changed to 

Leigh House . 

I think you will all agree with me that it is hi ghly fitting 

that the name of Leigh should have its permanent place along with the 

names of the other educational pioneers who are responsible for 

Bennington College . To President Leigh more than to anybody else goes 

the honor and the credit for building this institution and bringing it 

to its present flourish condition . 

It is a great ~1onor to ne tonight to present Robert Devore Lei gh , 

the first president of Bennin p;ton Collere . 




