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The Bennington School of the Dance will be initiated during the 

summer of 1934 as a center for the study of the modern dance in 

America. Under the auspices of a college which includes all of 

the arts as an essential part of its curriculum, the Bennington 

School is designed to bring together leaders and students in

terested in an impartial analysis of the important contemporary 

trends in the dance. 

The modern dance, in common with the other arts of this 

period, is a diversified rather than a single style. At the same 

time it possesses certain identifying characteristics which are 

common to all of its significant forms. The most advantageous 

plan of study is, therefore, one which reflects this diversification 

and, by affording comparisons, aims to reveal the essentials of 

modernism in the dance. The Bennington School presents con

trasting approaches to technique and composition and, by giving 

a large place to the related aspects of the dance, such as music, 

undertakes an integrated analysis of the whole structure of the 

art. Under this plan, the student of the dance has access to the 

experiences necessary to the formulation of a well-founded point 

of view . 

Since the development of the modern dance in America is 

affected by the many aesthetic and educational purposes which 

it serves, the Bennington School includes the contributions of 
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dance artists, teachers, cntlcs, mus1c1ans and artists m allied 

fields such as the theatre. The School serves all types of dance 

students,-teachers, professional dancers, those interested in the 

art as amateurs and as audience. It is open to the novice as well 

as to the advanced student. 

The setting and arrangements of Bennington College are un

usually desirable for a summer session in the dance. Situated 

between mountains in the resort country of southwestern 

Vermont, the College is readily accessible by main lin.es of 

transportation through New York City, Boston and Albany. 

It occupies one hundred forty acres of a large estate on a plateau 

between the villages of Bennington and North Bennington. 

A moderate climate and beautiful surrounding country give the 

summer session the advantages of a vacation. Tennis, golf, 

riding and swimming are available; expeditions to nearby 

points in New England and eastern New York can easily be 

made. The College bus will be at the disposal of the School. 

The facilities of the College provide living and working condi

tions of the most modern and convenient type. Details of living 

arrangements are given below. Facilities for work include an 

outdoor dance green; indoor studios; fully equipped theatre 

with workshops for costume design and stage sets; the College 

library of books and music and the technical services of the 

library staff; practice rooms, pianos and phonographs ; con

ference rooms and offices. Work will be done out of doors on the 

dance green, and in the orchard and garden, whenever possible. 

School of the Dance 

THE STAFF 

The staff consists of a permanent group to carry on continuous instruction, 
and a visiting group to conduct intensive units in dance theory and practice 

from special points of view. 

The permanent staff is: 

MARTHA HILL, Director 

Miss Hill is at present teaching dance at New York University and at Bennington 

College. She has previously taught at Lincoln School of Teachers College, Columbia 

University, She has studied modern dance with Martha Graham and was a member 

of Miss Graham's Concert Dance Group, 1929-1931. She has studied ballet with 

Kobeleff, dance with Anna Duncan, and Dalcroze Eurhythmics with Nelly Reuschel 

and Elsa Findlay, 

MARY Jo SHELLY, Administrative Director 

Miss Shelly is at present teaching physical education at New College, Teachers College, 

Columbia University. She has previously taught at the University of Oregon and at 

Teachers CoJege, Columbia University. 

GREGORY TucKER, Music 

Mr. Tucker is at present teaching music at Bennington College and teaches privately 

in New York City and Greenwich, Connecticut. He has studied piano and composition 

under Leo Ornstein of Philadelphia and at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. 

He is a student of Dalcroze Eurhythmics and of music related to the dance, and is a 

composer for the dance. 

BESSIE SCHONBERG, Assistant 

Miss Schonberg is at present studying and assisting in dance at Bennington College. 

She has studied modern dance with Martha Graham and was a member of Miss Gra

ham's Concert Dance Group, 1929. She has studied at the Neighborhood Playhouse 

Studios, and at dance and art studios in this country and in Germany. 

Several members of the regular Bennington College faculty will cooperate 
with the permanent staff in work on stage production, lighting, costume 

design, sculpture and modelling. 
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The visiting staff is: 

MARTHA GRAHAM, DoRIS HuMPHREY, CHARLES WEIDMAN. 
Miss Graham, Miss Humphrey and Mr. Weidman are leaders in the modern dance in 

America both as artists and as teachers. 

HANYA HoLM 
Miss Holm is the director of the New York Wigman School, formerly chief instructor 

and director of the institute in Dresden. She was a member of the Mary Wigman 

Concert Dance Group, the first to tour Europe. 

Louis HoRsT 
Mr. Horst is a musician, critic and composer for the modern dance. He is a member of 

the faculty of the Neighborhood Playhouse Studios. 

JoHN MARTIN 
Mr. Martin is the dance critic of The New York Times and author of "The Modern 

Dance." 

THE ADVISORY BOARD 

The Advisory Board of the Bennington School of the Dance, acting in co

operation with Bennington College and the permanent staff of the School, is: 

RoBERT D. LEIGH, Chairman 
President of Bennington College. 

JoHN J. Coss 
Professor of Philosophy, Columbia University, Director of the Columbia University 

Summer Session, and Trustee of Bennington College. 

DoROTHY LAWTON 
Director of the Music Library, including the Dance Collection, of the New York Public 

Library. 

JAY B. NASH 
Professor of Education and Director of the Department of Physical Education, New 

York University. 

MARTHA GRAHAM 

HANYA HoLM 

Louis HoRsT 

DoRis HuMPHREY 

JoHN MARTIN 
CHARLES WEIDMAN 
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THE PROGRAM OF WORK 

Within a general scheme of work, each student will follow an individually 
arranged program based on special interest, groups of like interest working 
together. The work of the School is planned for a full session of six weeks 
from July 7 through August 17, 1934. In special cases enrolment for either 
the first or second three weeks (July 7-July 28, July 28-August 18) will be 
possible. Enrolment for any period shorter than a half session is not possible. 

I. The continuous work of the School conducted by the permanent staff 
constitutes a basic study of the modern dance arranged as follows: 

1. Fundamental Techniques 
Miss Hill and Mr. Tucker assisted by Miss Schonberg will work with 
groups at introductory, intermediate and advanced levels in funda
mental techniques of movement, rhythm and music, improvisation, 
and principles of dance composition. 

2. Dance Composition 
Miss Hill will work with advanced groups in the building of dance forms. 

3. Music and the Dance 
Mr. Tucker will work with advanced groups in the relationships between 
music and dance. 

4. Teaching Methods and Materials 
Miss Hill will work with groups interested in the problems of teaching 
dance. 

5. Practice Work 
Miss Schonberg will work with groups doing supplementary practice in 
techniques and composition. 

6. Production 
The production of dance compositions will be carried on as part of the 
laboratory work of the School. This will include a study of the problems 
of staging, lighting, costuming and make-up. 

II. Intensive units of work, conducted in sequence by the members of the 
visiting staff, will comprise: experience with the individual approach to the 
modern dance of Miss Graham, Miss Holm, Miss Humphrey and Mr. Weid
man; an analysis of dance compositions from the standpoint of the musical 
forms of many periods under Mr. Horst; and a survey of dance history and 
critical theory under Mr. Martin. 
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GROUP DISCUSSIONS 
Throughout the session there will be a continuous series of formal and informal 
discussions for groups of various interests, participated in by permanent and 
visiting staff and students. These discussions will center around questions 
and topics growing out of the work of the School and those current in the 
contemporary dance. 

RECITALS, DEMONSTRATIONS, LECTURES 

There will be a variety of general meetings of the whole School planned 
jointly by staff and students at which special programs and completed work 
will be presented. Several of these occasions will be open to the general 
public. A series of four laboratory-recitals will be given at the end of the 
third, fourth, fifth and sixth weeks of the session. 

The College library and other facilities for individual study will supplement 
the group work. 

Detailed schedules of the work of the permanent and the visiting staff will be 
available at a later date. 

CREDIT 

Bennington College accepts work done in the Bennington School of the Dance 
on the same basis as other work done toward the degree. For those students 
desiring college and university credit elsewhere, work equivalent to two, four 
or six semester hours may be completed during the full session. No credit 
will be allowed for half sessions. Work to be accredited must meet specifica
tions established by the School for this purpose. 

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 

The eight student houses of the College provide single rooms, twenty in each 
house, furnished in a reproduction of American Colonial style, baths for every 
four or six persons, and a small and a large living room in each house. Each 
house has kitchenette and laundry facilities. Linen is supplied and laundered. 
Rooms are thoroughly cleaned each week. The School will use the College 
dining rooms in the Commons Building and will have at its service the 
College infirmary . . 

COSTUME 

The work costume is a washable leotard, procurable for a small sum at the 
College store. The most useful personal wardrobe is informal dress including 
outdoor summer sports clothing. 
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TRANSPORTATION AT 
Students traveling by train should inquire at their local railroad offices for 
Summer Session rates to North Bennington. Round trip fares at one and 
one-third, or certificate fares (full rate one way and one-third fare return) 
will be available on most railroads in 1934. 

From New York City, Albany, the West and South, the railroad station is 
North Bennington on the Rutland Railroad, the direct route between New 
York City and Montreal. From Boston it is most convenient to come to 
North Adams, Massachusetts, on the Boston and Maine Railroad; buses 
run at regular intervals from there to Bennington. 

The College is one and one-half hours by train or motor from Albany where 
railroad connections to all parts of the country can be made. The state high
way running between Bennington and North Bennington skirts the College 
property on the south. Entrance to the College grounds is marked on this 
highway. 

EXPENSES 

Fees for the School, which is not a profit-making organization, are based on 
actual costs, and after payment, are not returnable. 

Fees for the full session of six weeks are: 
Room and board . . .. ... ... ... . ... . .. . . . .. . . . 
Tuition ... . .. . .. . . . ...... . .. .... . . ..... . .. . 
Registration . . . . ... .. . . .. ... . . .. .. .. . .. . . . . . 

Total. ....... . . ....... .. . . ... .. . . . ... . . 
Fees for either half session of three weeks are: 

Room and board .... . . ... .. .. . . . . .. . . .... .. . 
Tuition . . . . . . . .. . . . . .... . . . . ... .. . . .. . .. . . . 
Registration .. . .... .. ... .... . . . .... . .. . .... . 

Total .. ... . .. .... ..... . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . 
Fees are payable as follows: 

Upon admission, registration fee .. .. . ........ . 
On or before June 1 

For full session ... ... . ..... . . . . .. . .. . .... . 
For half session .. . . . ...... .. ...... .... ... . 

On or before July 7, the balance 
For full session ... . .... ... . .... . ..... ... . . 
For half session . ... . . .. . .. .. ........ . . . .. . 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

$120.00 
60.00 
10.00 

$190.00 

$ 60 .00 
40.00 
10.00 

$110.00 

$ 10.00 

$ 50 .00 
$ 30 .00 

$130.00 
$ 70.00 

An illustrated bulletin of the College showing its material equipment and 
surroundings, and detailed information concerning admission and schedules, 
are available upon request. 
Address : Miss Mary Jo Shelly, Administrative Director 

Bennington College Office, 3 Mitchell Place, New York, N. Y. 
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