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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has directed that beginning in October 1999, every public water system 
in the nation must present to each of its water customers a report on water quality. This report includes some 
mandated language and information as dictated by EPA, which may not be totally applicable to our system. 

Included, however, are details about where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Federal 
and State standards. 

Health Information Regarding Drinking Water: 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. 

Immuno-compromised persons, such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV /AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants, 
can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health 
care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and 
other microbiological contaminants are available from EPA's Safe Drinking Water Hotline (l-800-426-4791). 

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More 
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Safe Drinking Water 

Hotline. 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally 
occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive materials, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence 
of animal or human activity. Some contaminants can be harmful, like bacteria. Other contaminants are not, for 
example, calcium and iron. 

Water Source Information: 

Vermont Source Type: Purchased 

EPA Source Type: Surface, purchased 
Source Name: North Bennington Water Department 
Location: Basin Brook, Our Water Source, is a 1.2 Square Mile Watershed 

There are five gravel screen wells. Basin Brook is a surface stream. The five wells are under the influence of 
surface water from Basin Brook water shed. All source water is stored in two reservoirs (6.5 million gallon 

capacity). All water is filtered by the North Bennington filtration plant prior to distribution. All necessary treatment 

is provided after filtration. Treatment includes chlorination, PH adjustment and corrosion control. NO fluoride is 
added to the water. The water is then fed by pressure to our new storage tank/pump station, providing the 

Bennington College community with safe drinking water and adequate fire protection. 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA and the State of Vermont prescribe regulations that limit the 
amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. 










