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Center for the Advancement of Public Action (CAPA) Hosts Consortium Convening on 
Forced Migration, Displacement, and Education 

 
Bennington, VT: Bennington College’s Center for the Advancement of Public Action (CAPA) 
Forced Migration, Displacement, and Education series continues with the Spring 2018 
Consortium Convening, which is comprised of Bennington, Bard, Sarah Lawrence, and Vassar 
Colleges. All events are free, open to the public, and will take place in the CAPA Symposium on 
Bennington’s campus. 

“The consortium aims to rethink the way that liberal arts schools approach migration and 
displacement by embedding academic inquiries in the lived realities of migrants and refugees,” 
CAPA faculty member John Hultgren said. “Each school partners with NGOs, community 
groups, and immigrant and refugee populations. At Bennington, we’ve offered 14 courses this 
year on migration and forced displacement, brought in 6 guest speakers, and have student 
initiatives underway. The convening is the culmination of this year's work, but it is only the 
beginning of our collective efforts to confront this issue.” 

The convening is preceded by A Writer in Egypt, a special event on Wednesday, April 25 at 7 
PM. Psychiatrist, writer, and sculptor Basma Abdel Aziz will be in conversation with Elisabeth 
Jaquette, translator and executive director of the American Literary Translators Association 
(ALTA.)  

The Spring 2018 Consortium Convening will take place on Friday, April 27 from 10:00 AM - 
2:30 PM. 

The day begins at 10 AM with Migrants, Asylum Seekers, and Refugees: Scale, Trends, 
Governance Challenges...and “Solutions,” a keynote address by Demetrios G. 
Papademetriou, Convener, Transatlantic Council on Migration; Distinguished Transatlantic 
Fellow and President Emeritus, Migration Policy Institute (MPI) and MPI Europe.  

At 11 AM, The Refugee Experience and International Human Rights includes a discussion 
with Andrea Galindo, RFK Human Rights Trainer and International Human Rights Lawyer; 
Vahidin Omanovic, Director of the Center for Peacebuilding, Sanski Most, Bosnia; and Sari 
Samakie, Student and Activist.  

At 1 PM, Student Conversations brings together students from Bard, Bennington, Sarah 
Lawrence, and Vassar to discuss their experiences with the Consortium.  
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At 2:30 PM, Faculty Conversations entails discussion between faculty members at each 
college who are developing curriculum and participating in the Consortium.  

About the Consortium 
The consortium is committed to developing new, horizontal, and more egalitarian models of 
global educational solidary to address the refugee crisis and to educate students to be engaged 
citizens in an increasingly complex and interconnected world.  

 
Spring 2018 Consortium Convening 

Dates and times are subject to change. Please check www.bennington.edu/events for the most 
up-to-date information. These events are free, open to the public, and take place on Bennington 
College’s campus.  
 
------------------------- 
Wed. April 25 | 7:00 - 8:15 PM 
A Writer in Egypt: Basma Abdel Aziz in Conversation with Elisabeth Jaquette  
CAPA Symposium 
Part of the Forced Migration, Displacement, and Education series 
 
Psychiatrist, writer, and sculptor Basma Abdel Aziz will be in conversation with Elisabeth 
Jaquette, translator and executive director of the American Literary Translators Association 
(ALTA). 
 
------------------------- 
Fri. April 27 | 10 AM - 4 PM 
Spring 2018 Consortium Convening 
CAPA Symposium 
Part of the Forced Migration, Displacement, and Education series 
 
A convening of the Consortium on Forced Migration, Displacement, and Education, comprised 
of Bennington, Bard, Sarah Lawrence, and Vassar Colleges. 
 
------------------------- 
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Located in picturesque Southwestern Vermont, Bennington College holds a distinguished place 
among American colleges and universities. It was the first to include the visual and performing 
arts in a liberal arts education. It is the only college to require that its students spend a 
term—every year—at work in the world.  
 
Rooted in an abiding faith in the talent, imagination, and responsibility of the individual, 
Bennington invites students to pursue and shape their own intellectual inquiries, and in doing so 
to discover the profound interconnection of things. Learn more at bennington.edu. 
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