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Selectmen Told: 

Tissue Plant Trying To Find 
Walloomsac Pollution Answer 
Bennington selectmen Tues· 

day night received a first-hand 
report from a representative of 
the Vermont Tissue Paper Co. 
Inc. on the firm's efforts to find 
a practical answer to the prob-
lem of contamination of the Wal• 
loomsac River caused by the dis· 
charge of the tis sue-making 
plant's process water into the 
stream. 

Atty. Francis E. Morrissey, 
a spokesman for the special cred· 
itors' committee now managing 
the firm, appeared in response 
to a letter from selectmen pro-
testing continued pollution of the 
steam by the company. 

He told the board that the com-
pany has introduced . equipment 

which effectively screens out 
small paper fibers from the pro-
cess waste. This, he indicated, 
had been one of the major con· 
taminants. The remaining prob-
lem is the elimination of fine 
clay particles which are held in 
suspension, causing discolora· 
tion of the river when process 
water is discharged into it. This, 
Morrissey said, is a problem fac· 
ed by many paper-making com• 
panies and one for which there 
is as yet no known practical 
solution. "The only solution," 
he said, "to take care of this 
quickly would be to close the 
plant down." 

Selectmen indicated they did 
not want that to happen, but told 
Morrissey that the continuing 
contamination caused by the tis· 

-sue plant "puts us in a bad 
position." "Others, said Select· 
man Richard Van Santvoord, 
"who should be eliminating their 
pollution of the stream say to us 
'why should we clean up when 
that industrial plant can getaway 
without doing so'." 

A major point of contention con· 
cerning the contamination is 
whether it has a toxic effect on 
the stream's plant and fish life. 
In an article appearing about two 
years ago, The Banner quoted 
Merrill Hohman, sanitary engi· 
neer for the Water Resources 
Board, which has responsibility 
for the state's, anti - pollution 
program, to the effect that the 
pollution problem posed by the 
tissue making plant is essen· 
tially only that of the river's 
unsightly appearance. The waste 
material, according to The Ban-
ner interview with Hohman, is of 
an inorganic nature which does 
not seriously injure the stream's 
properties of purity and oxygen 
content. The Banner has since re=
peated in. subsequent articles this 
assessment of the situation made 
by the Water Resources Board. 

Morrissey, at Tuesday night's 
meeting, indicated that he had 
been given to understand from 
Water Resources Commissioner 
Reinhold W. Thieme himself that 
the plant's process wastes are of 
a non-toxic nature. 

possibly through an electrolytic 
process - but that such solu-
tions of the problem are "very 
expensive." But he felt strongly 
that the plant shouldn't be allow• 
ed to undo the progress on stream 
clean-up brought about through 
the town's sewage treatment 
plant. 

Morrissey indicated to select· 
men that the firm is making a 
continuing effort to find an ec• 
onomical solution to the prob-
le m. Among other things, he said, 
he was in touch with Sanford 
Lyons, a former Benningtonian 
now working in Georgia who is 
an expert on industrial process· 
es involving clays. Lyons, he in· 
dicated, has been sent samples 
of the plant' s process waste ef• 
fluent and is expected to sound 
out other experts on possible 
ways of dealing with the prob-
lem. 

"There is nobody who would 
like to see this thing cleaned up 
more than I," Morrissey stated 
at one point, noting that he had 
been chairman of the Water Re· 
sources Board when the original 
order calling for the depollution 
of the Walloomsac had been sign· 
ed. 

After listening to Morrissey, 
selectmen told him they would be 
in a better position to answer 
residents concerned with the 
stream's contamination if they 
had a letter from Thieme stating 
that the tissue firm was working 
on the problem and that there 
would be a solution found in "the 
reasonably- near future." Select-
men also said they would want 
the statement to say that the con-
tamination from the industry is 
not harmful to the stream's fish 
life. Morrissey said he would 
take up the matter of such a state-
ment with Thieme the next time he 
sees him. 

Selectmen noted that they had 
had a long letter on the Vermont 
Tissue matter from Thieme about 
a year ago but that it "didn't 
really say anything." 



This viewpoint, howeyer bas 
been seriouslychallenged by John 
F, Wohnus~ a biologist at Ben-
iiington Colege. in a recent
letter to The Banner, Wohnus 
said the build-up of fine clay 
particles on the bottom of the 
stream has in effect smothered 
the growth of algae and other 
aquatic plants. The absence of 
such growth in turn prevents or 
interrupts entire food cycles 
of various animal life. In sum, 
Wohnus said, the fine silt 
"creates an intolerable condi· 
tion in so far as the biology of 
the stream is concerned." 

This morning Wohnus told The 
Banner of an exchange of corres-
pondence with Thieme. In one of 
his letters, Wohnus mentioned 
the assessment of the contami-
nation attributed by The Ban· 
ner to the Water Resources 
Board. In a reply, Thieme com-
mented of The Banner articles 
that their "source is unknown 
and at best must assuredly be 
taken out of context." 

Wohnus went on to say this 
morning that several sportsmen 
have told him that the stream 
below the plant is now "dead" 1 

and that fish once taken from 
the stream are no longer there. 

He said there are ways in 
which the suspended clays can 
be removed from the process 
waters- either by settling them 
out in large holding basins or 




