
Committee on General Meetings 

September 5, 1940 

.7,.The Committee on General Meetings met in the North dining 
room on 'i.hursday, September 5th, at l p.m. 

Present: Miss Shelly, Chairman; Mr. Leigh, Mr. Belitt, 
Miss Katrina Voorhees, Miss Bowie, Secretary. Absent: Mr. Brockway. 

1) Mr. Leigh outlined the plan of having three resident lecturers, 
to be paid out of the fund usually allotted to General Meetings. 
Besides serving as a contribution to the plight of foreign displaced 
scholars , t his would fit in with thidesire to have speakers at the 
College for longer periods of time. 

These resident lecturers would have no teaching obligations. They 
would give perhaps five lectures apiece a semester. Such other con-
tributions as they made would be simply by their presence here and 
their occasional contacts with the xtudents. 

Mr. Leigh hopes to get Sigrid Undset, famous Norwegian novelist, 
for one of these lectureres. She would remain for the whole year. 
Of the others, one would be here for the year and the other is asked 
for a semester; he could be extended for the year if desired. 

It is assumed that al 1 three leoturere would have outside 1 eoture 
engagements, and private lives of their own. They would be free to 
pursue their own work while here at the College. 

A house in Bennington has been offered for Mrs. Undset if she comes. 
Housing arrangements would be made for the others, perhaps one in the 
Guest Suite, and one in Fairview. 

2) The necessary revisions of the weekly and monthly schedule of meetings 
were discussed at some length and several plans were taken up. Definite 
decision was postponed until the next meeting. 

The only definite plans in advance are for: 

September 17th--Concert by William Primrose, violist. Admission will 
be charged for this and it is hoped that the fee can be raised so 
the cost will not come out of the General Meetings budget. 

September loth--Forum on Public Affairs, to be conducted by Mr. Brock-
way or Mr. Leigh. 

September 23rd--Movie. Mr. Belitt is seeing to this. 
· ~ -( ..u.-o.t.ay 

3) Mr. Leigh suggested a series of lecture-discussions on Public Affairs 
to be conducted mostly by members of the faculty with occasional outside 
speakers who wo uld come without fee, such as Peter Drucker. This would 
displace the proposed Political Series and ab sorb the Philosophical 
Series. 
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4) There was some discussion of the possibility of eliminating 
the questicn period at the end of lectures and substituting dis-
cussions on the points raised mn the lecture conducted in the 
Houses after the lecture--possibly headed by Social Studies majors 
in ea.ch House or pair of Houses • No conclusion was reached on 
this matter. 

5) It was decided to use some of the money formally allotted to 
student guiding for continuing the movies this year. The f'irst one 
will be Monday, September 23rd, though after that they will usually 
be on Tuesday nights (?). 

It was decided to hold another meeting on Monday night, September 
9th, to continue discussions on these points and to draw up the sche-
dule for the first part of the year. 

The meeting adjourned at 2.20 p.m. 




