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WHAT IS THE S.E.A.? 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Student Endowment for the Arts seeks to support artistic endeavors of 
students working in visual art, music, drama, dance, and writing. The 
board is made up of students from as many disciplines as possible, who are 
elected to maintain the confidentiality while reviewing proposals in an 
objective, professional, and organized manner. The S.E.A. remains in 
constant review of our processes and regulations in order to suit the 
evolving Bennington College community. 

WHO ARE WE? 
Lily Brown '15 
Whitney Davis '16 
Singer Morra '16 
Kevin Mulvey '16 
Nicolette Polek '16 
Maia Villa '15 

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT 
The S.E.A. is a group of students committed to objectivity and 
confidentiality while reviewing grants. Our deliberations regarding 
proposals will never be discussed outside of the board during the review 
process. Information may only be shared as example material with explicit 
permission from the awardee(s) after grant funds have been distributed. 

S.E.A members will not review the content of applications before 
deliberations with applicants. However, the S.E.A. does encourage 
applicants to ask questions regarding format and structure of proposals 
prior to submissions and after award distribution. 
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MATERIALS VS. PROJECTS 

What's 
the diff ere nee? 

MATERIALS PROJECTS 

What: Funds the exploration of new Funds independent and 
materials in an artist's work. collaborative projects at 

Bennington. 

How much: $250 $500 

What to *Statement of Intent *Statement of intent 

include: *Resume *Resume 
*Current class schedule with *Project Description, including 
anticipated goals for each class project goals 
*Descriptions of previous materials *Week-by-week timeline for 
costs completion of project 
*Supporting materials (drawings, *Detailed itemization of project 
past work, detailed descriptions of cots 
completed projects, sketches, etc.) *Supporting Materials (Drawing, 

past work, detailed descriptions 
of completed projects, sketches 
etc.) 

Example: Lulu writes a Materials grant for Ernold and Ellen write a Project 
$130 to fund her investigation with grant for $500 to fund their 
taffeta and bulletproof glass in her comedy duo's end of term 
sculptures. performance. 

Both require: Sharing the final work with the Bennington community 
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MATERIALS GUIDELINES 

Materials Grants have a maximum allotment of $250. 

All materials grants include the following: 
1. STATEMENT OF INTENT 

What is it you hope to explore? How did you arrive at this interest? 
2. RESUME 

Please list relevant work and leadership experiences, as well as any skills 
you would like us to know about. 

3. CURRENT CLASS SCHEDULE DESCRIPTION 
What courses are you taking? How do they relate to your proposed 
exploration? 

4. DESCRIPTIONS OF MATERIALS COSTS 
What materials would you purchase if awarded grant funds? How much 
do they cost and how would they be used? Include items provided by the 
school for lesser or no charge. Please establish the amount of funds you are 
asking for. 
Materials grants that require the funding of travel and lodging will not be 
approved. 

5. SUPPORTING MATERIALS (DRAWINGS, PAST WORK, DETAILED 
DESCRIPTIONS OF COMPLETED PROJECTS, ETC.) 

Provide a description for each supporting material that tells us what it is 
and how it lead to your proposed exploration. Please take the time to 
document your supporting materials well. Consider seeking the help of 
photo and pod monitors if you need assistance checking out or operating 
equipment. 
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PROJECTS GUIDELINES 

Projects Grants have a maximum allotment of $500. 

All projects grants include the following: 
1. STATEMENT OF INTENT 

Provide a brief introduction to the project. Describe how this project fits 
into your overall educational and artistic goals. How will this project 
contribute to the Bennington community? 

2. RESUME 
Please list relevant work and leadership experiences, as well as any skills 
you would like us to know about. 

3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION, INCLUDING PROJECT GOALS 
Describe your project goals and what materials, people, technology, etc is 
needed for its completion. Will your project be on view some how? How 
will people access or experience your work? 

4. WEEK-BY-WEEK TIMELINE FOR COMPLETION OF PROJECT 
Describe each task briefly. 

5. DETAILED ITEMIZATION OF PROJECT COSTS 
Consider creating a chart that proved the name of the item, its source, its 
use for your project, and its cost. Include items provided by the school for 
lesser or no charge. Finally, include a total amount for which you are 
asking the board. 
Projects grants including the cost of travel and lodging will be reviewed on a 
case-by-case basis. The board reserves the right to deny funding for these costs if 
they are found to be extraneous to the proposed inquiry. Please email us in 
advance of submitting your grant if it contains plans for travel. 

6. SUPPORTING MATERIALS (DRAWINGS, PAST WORK, DETAILED 
DESCRIPTIONS OF COMPLETED PROJECTS, ETC.) 

Provide a description for each supporting material that tells us what it is 
and how it lead to your proposed project. Please take the time to document 
your supporting materials well. Consider seeking the help of photo and 
pod monitors if you need help checking out or operation equipment 
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F.A.Q. 

HOW CAN I BE A PART OF THE S.E.A. BOARD? 
Applications are accepted as positions become available and new members are elected by the 
existing board. The board's aim is to elect motivated members of the student body from as 
many different disciplines as possible, especially but not exclusively within the arts 

The S.E.A will notify the student body when positions become available, in which case 
applications may be sent to sea@bennington.edu. 

HOW DO I SUBMIT A PROPOSAL? 
All submissions should be sent to sea@bennington.edu in PDF format. Please indicate 
"Materials" or "Projects" in your email header. 

WHEN WILL I RECEIVE A DECISION? 
The S.E.A. board will meet promptly following the end of an application cycle. If you do not 
receive a response 10 days after the submission deadline, please contact us. 

I WAS DENIED A GRANT - HOW CAN I IMPROVE MY APPLICATION? 
There are many ways to strengthen your application. All applicants receive individualized 
feedback in their decision letter. Students are encouraged to take this feedback into 
consideration and reapply. 
If you require guidance regarding the content or strength of your grant proposal, you should 
make an appointment or meet during drop in hours with the writing tutors (see schedule here 
http: literature.bennington.edu academics / help-with-writing I ). Additionally, we advise 
that students meet with relevant arts faculty or their advisor to review their grant proposal. 

To remain fair to all applicants, we carinot discuss individual applications beyond feedback 
given at the end of an application process. Only questions regarding format and structure of 
your grant (not specific to its content) can be answered by members of the S.E.A. board. 

I'VE BEEN APPROVED FOR A GRANT - HOW DO I GET MY GRANT FUNDS? 
We encourage you to carefully read the stipulations on your decision letter. For further 
guidance, direct your inquiries to the Office of Student Life. 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A MATERIALS AND A PROJECTS GRANT? 
Please review our comparison page between the Materials and Projects Grant on page 4. 
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